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NEWS SUMMARY 


CLOSING DATE for of the 
RIBA questionnaire has been extended 
to July 15. p. 1158 

A‘COACHOTEL, first building of its 
kind for use in the Continental tourist 

, 1164 


return 


trade, is shown. p. 


A MAUSOLEUM, to be 
memory of Mr. Jinnah, in Karachi, is 
to be the subject of an open architec- 

p. 1174 


erected in 


tural competition. 


VR. MOLSON disclosed last week that 
his Advisory Council is researching 
along the lines that the strength of 
completed reinforced concrete build- 
ings is probably higher than indicated 
by current conventional calculations. 
He foresees economies. 

p. 1183 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES BUILDERS 
open a Safety Campaign this week, 


directed to its members. p. 1185 
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ART AND THE STATE 

LTHOUGH he may have bewildered his hearers a little with the fine distinc- 
tion of French logic which decrees that the Palace of Versailles shall not 
be classified as a monument historique, M. René Varin, in his witty and stimu- 
lating address on * Art and the State ’ at a recent meeting of the AA (reported on 
page 1175), gave a perfectly clear account of the admirable relationship that 
exists between the State and the arts in France. In this matter of State patronage 
of the arts, we in this country have always looked across the Channel with an 
admiration slightly tinged with envy. To a people whose favourite witticism is 
* Artists are born, not paid ’ it has seemed almost incredible that the State should 
take so close an interest in the welfare of the arts and support them handsomely 
with hard cash. It has certainly paid France to do so, though it is not suggested 

that the motive was mercenary; it is an integral part of the French character. 

It is undoubtedly due to the example of France that things have improved a 
little in this country in recent years. Our own Historic Buildings Councils, for 
instance, were largely inspired by and based on the Monuments Historiques 
organisation, though in this connection it is a little disconcerting to note that 
whereas the value of French grants for the repair of private buildings alone in 
1956 was £1,846,000, our own comparative figure was only £243,944—which, 
of course, is better than nothing. Incidentally, the French system of having 
special contractors for this class of work sets an example that we should strive 
to copy, our deficiency in skilled craftsmen of the right type being notorious. 

Though we may lag lamentably behind France in State patronage of the arts, 
there are many encouraging signs of progress, one of the most recent being the 
London County Council’s decision to spend £20,000 a year on the purchase and 
commissioning of works of art for the buildings it will erect. A few years ago 
the mere suggestion of anything of the kind would have aroused a storm of 
protest. If in fact we are becoming more civilised. or less philistine, in this 
matter of the arts. then part at least of the credit is due to the admirable example 


of France. 
HAIL AND FAREWELL 


ERY appropriately a copy of the 1956 report of the Singapore Improvement 
Trust comes to hand almost simultaneously with the address of Mr. J. M. 
Fraser, Chairman and Manager of the Trust, to the Town Planning Institute, 
some extracts from which are given on page 1178. Ina sense the occasion is a 
sad one for, as Mr. Fraser said, as a result of the promise to Singapore of internal 
self-government within the Commonwealth, the organisation will shortly pass 
into history. During the 30 years of its existence, in the face of great difficulties, 
the Trust has done notable work for housing and planning on the island, and in 
the production of a Master Plan has shown the right way of future development. 
Everyone will wish the new Housing and Development Board, which is to be 
formed, the utmost success in the difficult work that lies before it. 

The 1956 report (published in Singapore, price $2) provides a wealth of facts 
and figures about the current work of the Trust, together with numerous photo- 
graphic illustrations of flats, offices, factories and other buildings carried out by 
the architectural department, notably at Queenstown, Singapore's first new 
town, the subject of a separate illustrated booklet. 
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Notes of the Week 
South-Eastern Architects 
SOMETHING of George Meredith’s 

fluent romanticism descended from 
his near-by cottage on the Burford Bridge 
Hotel on Saturday, where the South 
Eastern Society of Architects held their 
annual luncheon. Over two hundred 
members and guests successfully held the 
rain at bay while they sipped sherry at 
a reception by Mr. Duncan Scott, the 
President, and Mrs. Scott, assisted by 
Mr. Kenneth Cross, fresh from his 
Commonwealth tour, and Mr. and Mrs. 
John Brownrigg. 

Mr. Cross was in great form in speak- 
ing, after an excellent luncheon in the 
Abinger Tithe Barn (re-erected at Bur- 
ford Bridge after being dismantled in 
1934), on the tour. Always a good speaker, 
the President has gained in authority (a 
prolonged course of broadcasts, TV per- 
formances and Press interviews is an 
excellent training ground for anyone), 
and it is clear that if the plans for mutual 
exchange between the Commonwealth 
countries in regard to architects, and for 
the periodic Commonwealth conferences 
which he put forward on the tour should 
come to nothing, it will not be for want 
of advocacy. Not that they are likely to 
fail: mutual advantage would seem to be 
too great. 


“x Ww 


ANOTHER GOOD SPEECH was that of Mr. 
Scott, the Society’s President, an adopted 
son of Guildford which this week cele- 
brates the 700th anniversary of the grant- 
ing of its charter, while the two laymen, 
Mr. Nugent, MP for Guildford, and 
Judge Gordon Clark were quite excep- 
tionally well informed on architecture. 
Too often distinguished laymen display 
at length the most abysmal ignorance of 
this art, but the Society had chosen wisely 
and well, and in particular Mr. Nugent’s 
thoughtful remarks were well received, 


\ \ % \ 
\ 


i 


TATALY 
A 


* 


VATA 


©) 


FIBROPANE ceiling panel design by Edward 
See 


Curtis (black screen printing). 
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while Judge Clark’s demonstration of 


the use of the match box in current 
design was brilliantly done. A pleasant 
feature of the lunch was the large 


number of builders invited; such things 
make for unity. 

Afterwards, a large party visited Guild- 
ford Cathedral, where the development 
of the structure was __ interestingly 
explained by Alderman Lawrence Powell, 
LRIBA. Sir Edward Maufe’s building 
has varied hardly at all from the com- 
petition drawings of 1932. Crossing, 
transepts and sanctuary are complete, and 
seven bays of the nave are standing, 
though unglazed and without a_ roof. 
Craftsmanship of a high order every- 
where is visible. 

Preservation of Historic Buildings 

Despite difficulties and disappoint- 
ments, appreciable progress is being 
made with the preservation of historic 
buildings under the powers of the His- 
toric Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Act, according to the fourth annual re- 
port of the Councils for England and 
Wales, just published by HM Stationery 
Office, price Is. 3d. and 6d. net respec- 
tively. The total value of the aid 
accepted in England by the end of 1956 
was about £865,000, the total cost of re- 
pairs being estimated at about £13 mil- 
lion. The total value for Wales, whose 
report records the greater dissatisfaction, 
is only £53,049. 

Designs for Glass Cladding 

A TIMELY EXPERIMENT in the approach 
to glass cladding has been conducted by 
Plyglass, Ltd., the results of which are 
to be seen at 8, Old Burlington-street, W1, 
for the next fortnight (writes Basil 
Marriott). Our new ‘inside-out ’ archi- 
tecture, where metaphorical seams are 
shown and fabric consists largely of what 
used to be regarded as the lining-material 
and buckram, is soon going to coalesce 
into a monotonous street-scene. Colour 
alone is not the complete answer, and 
some versatility must be sought: decor- 

ated glass is obviously one 

e avenue to explore. The 

firm and their designers, 

Edward Curtis, ARIBA, 

and Cecil Stephenson, in 

ae their manifesto, perhaps 
/ beg the questions of tex- 
: \ ture—except to suggest the 
possibilities of design in 
depth—and the disturbing 
fact that to-day’s engineer- 
contrived ‘ glazing section- 
cum-structural member ’ is 
to-morrow’s classical 
moulding. But the former 


oA is understandable consider- 


ing the characteristic of 
the material, and _ the 
latter outside their immedi- 
ate province. 


Again sensible is that 
the designs, which go by 
the name of ‘ Abstraform,’ 
should be what are now 
popularly accepted as 
‘abstract.’ This art-form 
—so rapidly on its way 
out via Subtopia (and, 
apparently, America), as 
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Note. 





Aeanfius— 


‘Vive ’'Entente! Vive le Four-Inch 
Module !° 


————___ 


realised in easel-painting—is surely fruit- 
ful for industrial designers, at least as 
stop-gap while they find the answer to 
their self-posed question, * decoration by 
all means—but for heaven’s sake what?’ 


RIBA Questionnaire 


LAST MONTH a questionnaire was sent 
by the Committee for Public Relations 
RIBA to every member. While the 
initial response has been good, we are 
informed, there is yet time for further 
completed forms to be returned as the 
closing date has been extended to July 
15. Such further forms will be ver 
acceptable up to that date. 

RCA’s 25th Anniversary 

ADVANCE NOTICES of the Exhibition 
(Building Centre until July 5) celebrating 
the Reinforced Concrete Association’ 
25th Anniversary were headed ‘RCA 
Anniversary Photographic Exhibition. 
I confess to a brief chuckle, writes Basil 
Marriott, but the event proved to be, not 
a primeval struggle between the Pleisto- 
cene (or Darwinian) and the Concrete ior 
world-title as Origin of Species, but 
jubilee one of the Reinforced Concrete 
Association’s periodic exhibitions. Thest 





are becoming as well, if not as long. 
established as those at South Kensington 

There is no ambiguity about the 
material, however. Even if we lack the 


Gothic alliance of fantasy with function | 


of a Nervi (who, I suppose, happens abou! 
once a century) or the happy working 
relationship between architect and engil: 
eer noted at the RIBA French Exhib 
tion, these progress reports serv’ 
primarily to affirm the material's prope 
and increasing use in its own right, thai 
is to say, not as a substitute. 

The Sections—prefaced by one 0 
the formative °30’s influenced by th 
Building Research Board’s Code 0 
Practice — are comprehensive. _ Thi 
impressive line-up is shrewdly selected 
on the whole well mounted, and welcom 
evidence that the designer-technicis'| 
‘mix’ is flowing smoothly and settit: 
nicely. 
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SHEPPERTON\ 
Bas DESBOROUGH SAILING CLUB NYA Sie 
wan SHEPPERTON CREE SS 
leisto- y =i ch NEW oe 
te for Shepperton, Middlesex , oS CLUBHOUSE 
but 4 sis FERRIS 
crete MEADOW: __/\ 
These | Architects: WESTWOOD, Sons & Partners 
long, } 
gton. | Builders: UNIT CONSTRUCTION, Ltd. 
the Scale: | in. =800 ft. 
k the 
: ae club acquired about four acres of land forming part of a 45-acre open field lying within a large bend 
‘king of the Thames. This land is within the Green Belt and the building was allowed as a sports amenity. 
| General requirements were a clubroom and bar, for maximum membership of 250; changing rooms for men 
101 F 9 . 
as and women; stowage for sails and spars; and a starter’s box and flagstaff. Also covered space and terraces were 
oper desired. 
tha The club captain was willing to give a substantial sum, but it was thought unlikely that much in excess 
‘i of £2,000 could be raised from all sources. The contract was signed at £2,200 and there were no extras. Under 
the the guidance of the architects, a working party of members constructed the built-in furniture, including the bar, 
rhs and did all decorations. The cost of materials for this purpose was a further £100 approx. The contractors’ 
ted Price included normal overheads, but nothing for profit. Some materials were given free and a great deal of 
om free labour was used, and, therefore, any analysis of costs is not of any value for comparative purposes. 
int Due to flooding, it was necessary to provide some form of construction as a base to the building which 


would not be spoilt if flooding did occur, and accordingly it was decided to build the changing rooms and sail 
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stowage, etc., in fair-faced brickwork, with thresholds 9 in. above 
ground level, and also to insert small outlet pipes which would 
normally be stoppered, so that in the event of flood water rising 
above the threshold level it could be readily drained out. 

It was thereafter resolved to construct the main platform, forming 
the first floor, of standard prestressed concrete beams at 3 ft. centres, 
with reinforced paving slabs spanning between them to form the 
finished floor. Since this floor had to extend outside to form terraces, 
the slabs were cast with splayed edges so that the joints could be 
caulked and thus form a weatherproof finish. The whole platform 
rested on the brick structure of the changing rooms in the main, 
but it was desired to have a large terrace at the southern end, the 
better to view the racing, and this was supported by two columns 
formed of standard concrete pipes filled with concrete. 

A suitable prefabricated building was selected to form the basic 
structure upon which to develop the design. An example with a 
single pitched aluminium roof was chosen and the roof was extended 
to form the cover over the terrace on the river frontage, and the 
sides were covered with weatherboarding instead of asbestos, but 
the standard frame provided a cheap and suitable basis for the 
construction. The projecting roof was supported by steel rods 
bedded in the concrete platform and these were also used to give 
support to the starter’s box, which was a specially constructed item. 

At this stage, it was quite clear that the finishes to the interior 
could not be included within the sum allowed, and it therefore 
became necessary to arrange for the members themselves to do the 
work. The prefabricated building was insulated with glass wool 
and this was left for the time being and inserted when the actual 
lining inside was placed in position. This lining had to be durable, 
and it was desired that the finishes generally should give a nautical 
character and be of such a nature that they could be done with semi- 
skilled labour. A good deal of the interior was covered with 
Columbia ply which was treated with a matt transparent lacquer, 


Tke clubroom 
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e while the areas finished in match 

’ boarding were coloured in the 

r strong primary colours of the club’s 

: burgee—green, blue and white. The 
ceiling was lined with insulating 


board and proved the least satis- 
factory part of the whole scheme, but 
the joints of this were largely hidden 
by hanging the club’s collection of 
other clubs’ burgees permanently 
from the ceiling. 

The bar top was made of solid 
teak, protected with lacquer, and 
the front, to help the nautical 
atmosphere, was finished in gaboon 
ply fixed with copper nails put in 
flush and finished with a high gloss 
marine varnish. Touches of red 
were added to enliven the colour 
scheme behind the bar. 





The clubhouse, with the Thames in the foreground 
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NEW HOLLAND—5 


By PETER F,. CODLING, ARIBA 


We publish below the last of a series of three articles 
on post-war Dutch architecture, in which the progress 


in rebuilding after war damage is described. 


The 


figure on the left, ‘The Destroyed City,’ by O. Zadkine, 





HIS year, as previously in Switzerland, 
I used a vintage bicycle as a means 
of seeing as much as possible wherever I 
visited. I believe there is a rule of the 
road by which traffic coming from the 
right has precedence, but I found this a 
moral right only to be exerted with dis- 
cretion, the more general rule being to 
hold to your directional intention until 
the other fellow flinched. The brick and 
cobbled roads are, except in some in- 
stances, extremely pleasant and very 
efficient. 

When a raised roadway is required a 
bank of inert silting is formed, the top 
of which is levelled, compressed and 
cambered. Isolated bricks are laid to the 
correct levels, and then a gang commence 
laying. Labourers place the bricks in 
rows on the edge of the completed sur 
face and craftsmen, using an implement 
similar to a roofing hammer, loosen the 
silt and lay the bricks. For the larger 
cobbles a rubber-headed hammer is used. 
I saw a busy four-way traffic intersection 
relaid in this way at very great speed 
near the centre of Leiden. It is almost 
as easy as it looks, as I have since tried 
cobbling a small area of my own fore- 
court. The principal skill would seem 
to be in obtaining a close bond of the 
stones. Roads are almost universally 
equipped with marked cycle lanes some- 
times separated by a hedge, but more 
usually defined by a change in the paving 
material. 


A Pleasant House 


On the outskirts of Nieuwerkerk I 
found a pleasant private house set in a 
small, sensibly designed and well-kept 
garden. It was built in 1954 by the archi- 
tect M. H. P. Fortgens for his own occu- 
pation and was very carefully considered 
both in choice of materials and detail 
of finish. The chimney and the deep 
plinth are both of a mellow brown brick- 
work, the remaining brickwork being 
colourwashed white. Fine-section mul- 
lions on the fixed ground-floor windows 
contrast with the wide sections used 
above. A small canal passes in front of 
the house and there is an extensive view 
over flat open fields; perhaps I should 
say, was, as a new raised by-pass road is 
being constructed across the next field in 
front of the house. 


Outside the cities, and on their imme- 
diate outskirts as well, one cannot but 
help being impressed by the scale of road 
construction in progress. Large flyover 
junction networks are completed in open 
country, using standard dimension con- 


symbolises Rotterdam’s destruction. The first article 
appeared on May 31, and the second on June 14. 


crete bridges, and new arterial roads lead 
off over open fields. 

I passed through Gouda, a very plea- 
sant old town interlaced by waterways, 
usually with roads on either side con- 
nected by raised bridges every hundred 
yards or so. This makes a fascinating 
street pattern with both laybyes by the 
quayside between the bridges, and car- 
parking immediately adjacent to each 
bridge. Major canal routes in the city 
have the highly decorative counter- 
balanced type of bridge associated in 
most people’s minds with the paintings 
Van Gogh. Such English towns as are 
fortunate enough to possess 
waterways should do all in 
their power to make them 
accessible and attractive to 
the public, and not feel that 
good usage by commerce 
and industry is essentially 
unattractive. On the con- 
trary, it has the greatest fas- 
cination. 

I arrived in Utrecht just 
too late for the large inter- 
national industrial exhibi- 


tion, the exhibits of which tt ue 


were just being dismantled. yer 
A series of permanent 
exhibition buildings are 


i 


arranged by the main en- 
trance to the city, close to 
the industrial area border- 


ing the Rhine canal. Of 
these the Julianahal, the 
Bernhardhal and Margriethal are the 


most recent and the best. 

The Julianahal is for heavy industry 
and is designed on two levels, access to 
the first floor being by a covered ramp. 
A large open-air exhibition terrace at this 
level also provides a covered way over 
the entrance turnstiles and administrative 
buildings. An extensive glazed wall has 
large sliding doors permitting vehicles to 
drive straight in. The building is con- 
structed of reinforced concrete, which is 
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House at Nieuwerkerk, 
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left with a natural shutter finish and th 
metal windows are painted a light ita 

Margriethal is designed as a top-lit cy 
with plain yellow brick wall Surfs, 
divided in vertical panels by the = 
painted supporting steelwork. Lary 
scale glazing is used on the entrance 
only. The Bernhardhal is a similar by; 
ing, but patterned with complement, 
Shades of brown brickwork in wide hor. 
zontal bands. 


Terrace Housing, Utrecht 


Housing developments are taking p); 
in many of the outer areas of Utreci 
and I have selected two typical terrios 
for illustration. I particularly liked tho 
designed by D. Blom and arranged ; 
terraces of seven dwellings each at righ 
angles to a wide stretch of grass adjo. 
ing the Rhine canal. A 10-ft. wide acces 
path acts as service way and entrance ani 
the total width between the terrace; j 
only 50 ft. It is a characteristic of Dut: 
housing that, having large picture wip. 
dows, householders do not as a rule cover 
them with net, and are more inclined t 
regard the passers-by as objects of jp. 
terest than to permit the reverse. Her 
again the layout was greatly enhanced} 
carefully maintained communal garden 
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1954. 
architect 


M.H.P. Fortgens, 


The other terrace, also of seven house 
is by Rietveld, and it is again part of 2 
large-scale housing development pat: 
terned by courts, play areas and a smil 
central canal. Different architects have 


been allocated different portions of the 
scheme, working to a controlled layout 
Shaded pointing mortars were used 01 
one block to produce large-scale abstrac! 
designs on an otherwise plain four-stort} 
end wall. Though on the terrace I have 
sketched the front gardens have a reas0t- 























* Juliana’ Exhibition Hall, Utrecht, 1957. Rietveld and Van der Berg and Brake, 
architects 





THE BUILDER 


wed S 








Two terr 
sand bro 
below (1 
four dis 


able confo 
by being t 
dened. I cc 
of the chi 
on being : 
ings I fou 
very large 
and imme 
than adeq 
every hou 
the use 0 
heating s' 
plete ope 
plan. 
Last wi 
absence ¢ 
pre-war $ 
Geref K 
exception 
church 
almost al 
or anoth 
house an 
main flog 
high mez 
ing for 7 


Left: | 
Sectior 


‘echt 

king Dlace 
£ Utrec) 
] terrace; 
ked thos 
‘anged jy 
| at right 
3S adjoin. 
de acces 
‘AaNCce and 
Traces js 
of Dute’ 
Ure Wip- 





ule cover 
clined to 
S of in. 
>» Here 
inced by 
gardens 





Jens, 





OUSES 
t of a 

pal- 
smal 
have 
yf the 
1Vout 
ad on 
stract 
stores 
have 
ason- 








THE BUILDER J 1957 


lie, 


N\cTy 








—— 


Two terraces of houses in Utrecht. 
sand brown brick and galvanised rainwater 


Those above (1954) have dark brown roman tiles, 


- goods. D. Blom, architect. In the terrace 


helow (1956) the bricks are of two colours used with two shades of mortar to produce 


The houses 


four distinct wall surfaces. 
porches. 


able conformity, the back gardens suffer 
by being too small and individually gar- 
dened. I could not understand the placing 
of the chimneys on the outer wall, but 
on being shown the inside of the dwell- 
ings I found a corner fireplace with a 
very large closed stove, extremely ugly 
and immensely efficient, which was more 
than adequate to heat the room. Almost 
every house has a closed stove and it is 
the use of these or an efficient central- 
heating system which permits the com- 
plete opening up of the ground-floor 
plan. 

Last week I referred to the apparent 
absence of churches built in other than 
pre-war styles. Dingemans and Wouda’s 
Geref Kerk, completed in 1955, is an 
exception. Externally it is the form of the 
church which attracts attention, for 
almost all the colour is grey in one shade 
or another, as is the small caretaker’s 
house and Sunday school block. The 
main floor of the church is on a 4 ft. 6 in. 
high mezzanine level with stepped seat- 
ing for 700 persons arranged about five 














are paired and have projecting entrance 


Rietveld, architect 


sides of the hexagonal plan. On a raised 
level platform above the sixth side is 
the organ. All are backed by the 
pointed flank walls stiffened externally 
by tapered concrete fins. A strip of glaz- 
ing is arranged around all but the base 
of the walls, and at the sides comes to 
the floor level of the top row of seating. 

The stepped seating is supported on a 
series of concrete beams from_ the 
columns at the corner points of the build- 
ing. Above this level all the framing is 
made up of bolted timber sections which 
form self-supporting bent *‘Ys° with 
primary beams meeting at the centre and 
intermediate purlins spanning between. 
The roof is covered with a light grey 
mineralised roofing felt. An element of 
colour is introduced under the ground 
floor windows by the use of coursed blue 
tiles, and this is also repeated on the 
school. External planting is of a rather 
formal nature and does not equal that 
for similar work in Switzerland. 

There is a continuous cloakroom and 
circulation area at ground floor level be- 
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neath the level of the stepped seating, and 
from this level stairs rise up to the main 
central floor of the church. From the 
centre of the church hangs a | ft. 3 in. 
diameter silver ball, from which radiate 
some 65 light bulbs on thin silver rods to 
provide a spherical galaxy of light ap- 
proximately 12 ft. in diameter. 

A rather unexpected building is the 
small cemetery chapel at Bleiswijk on the 
road from Leiden to Rotterdam. It 
attracted my attention more perhaps be- 
cause I had travelled so far without see- 
ing any new building of interest, and 
because it is an example of the type of 
work now being designed within the in- 
fluence of modern architecture. A warm 
colour brown brick with raked-out joints 
is used above a yellow brick plinth and 
the main central window has a yellow 
stone surround. The glass is etched with 
an insignificant naturalistic design, and 
the buildings as a whole has a quiet 
dignity about its setting. 

Domestic Architecture Strong 

I have recently read a review in which 
the conclusion reached was that Dutch 
architecture as a whole had lost its 
impetus and is in many instances return- 
ing to pre-war modes and expressions, re- 
linquishing the leadership obtained by 
Dudok, Brinkman, Van der Vlught and 
others. I would have liked to be able 
to conclude my article by refuting this. 
In the towns I visited outside Rotterdam, 
however, new work of the best quality 
was hard to find. Building as such was 
often excellent, but the finer control of 
design all too often failed to produce an 
emotional response. Architecture, for 
me, finds its expression at two levels: 
that of the ‘master architects’ like ice- 
breakers forcing a new channel, and the 
large strata of * architect craftsmen” who 
produce the wayside architecture of great 
individual charm which gradually be- 
comes the new tradition. Active leaders 
in present-day Holland are comparatively 
few, but in the field of domestic archi- 
tecture there exists a high general 
standard of design which is pleasing to 
live with. I was glad to visit Rotterdam 
again before leaving, and renew the sen- 
sation of vigorous activity and busy 
optimism which is essentially a part of 
New Holland. 


(Concluded.) 





PTT: ovef Kork- yy) > °, / » fe : = r s sy? ‘ ; 
Geref Kerk, Utrecht. The ground floor framing is concrete; above this the * Y° trusses and roof structure are bolted timber 
sections. Dingemans and Wouda, architects. Right: Cemetery Chapel, Bleiswijk, 1957. The chapel has warm brown brickwork with 

raked joints and patterned end wall; the doors are of slatted timber 
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HOTEL, DOVER 


Architect : LOUIS ERDI, FRIBA 


Consulting Engineer: Dr. K. H. KONYI 


_ HOTEL is composed of two types of accom- 
£%\ = modation — public rooms, and bedrooms. 
Both must have services and the efficiency of any 
hotel plan depends on the positioning of the service 
rooms, both from the point of service itself and con- 
trol. In order to cause the least interference with the 
lay-out of the ground floor, the multiple storey 
bedroom block was supported on four points only, 
on four sets of ‘V’ columns. By pulling this block 
out over the footpath a canopy was created, to make it 
possible to alight from cars and coaches in relative 
shelter. 

Structurally, the building also reflects the division 
of the two main building blocks. The low public 
wing is built in timber and brick, whilst the high 


The ‘Dover Stage,’ 


Quantity Surveyors: HARRIS, ROURKE & SIMPSON 


bedroom block is in reinforced concrete. The ‘ V’ 
columns, which carry the whole load of this 75-ft. 
high slab, are on pile foundations sunk to a depth of 
50 ft. and over. 

To reduce costs and site work, many components 
were prefabricated and some new forms of con- 
struction introduced. Amongst the usual services, 
the electric heating of the public rooms is of some 
interest. In all bars and lounges the heating coils 
are embedded in the floor slab, whilst in the ballroom 
hot or cold air is circulated. 

The lighting was designed to allow good but glare- 
free illumination and is in most cases concealed or 
indirect. Also, some care has been taken to avoid 
dead white or too highly coloured lighting. 
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Builder: R. J. BARWICK 


Concerning the decorations, it was thought better 
to expose and let the materials used play their parts, 
rather than overload the walls with applied finishes. 
To enhance a few focal points, some wall paper, tim- 
ber panelling and good floors were used. In the foyer 
is a new Italian marble floor and in the ballroom, a 








fully sprung mahogany strip dance floor; many 
local and traditional materials have been used 


externally and internally. The clients were Graham 
Lyon Motels, Ltd., and Watney, Combe, Reid and 
Co., Ltd., and the contract price was in the region of 
£100,000. 
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‘The Dove, | 


Stage?’ | 








The public-house facade : 


Underneath the canopy formed by the 
point block. Dover Castle can be seen 
in the background 


Saloon bar 
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CROSS-SECTION THROUGH MAIN BUILDING, Scale: | in. 8 ft. 
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T+ metal window in 
| timber surrounds 


red pine vertico! 
boarding 
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CROSS-SECTION 
THROUGH POINT BLOCK 
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Typical double bedroom 


Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 
Electrical, heating, 
ventilation, plumbing, 
Advanced Heating and 
Air Conditioning Co., 
Ltd.: flooring, Bennett's 
Wood Flooring Co., Ltd. 
Linoleum Manufactur- 
ing Co., Ltd., Limmer 
and Trinidad Lake As- 
phalt Co., Ltd., Horsley 
Smith and Co., Ltd., 
Marriott and Price, Ltd., 
Marley Floor Tile Co., 
Ltd.: signs, Bush Signs: 
windows, East and Sons, 


Ltd.: lift, Aldous and 
Campbell, Ltd.: —sani- 
tary fittings, Stitsons 


Fittings, Ltd.: 
facing slabs, Cheecol 
Processes, Ltd.;  iron- 
mongery, Yannedis and 
Co., Ltd.: felt roofing, 
Pilkington’s Asphalt 
Co., Ltd.: cedar shingles 
and cladding, Hall and 
Co., Ltd.: furniture and 
fittings, Bobby and Co., 


Sanitary 


Ltd., Maple and Co., 
Ltd., Nason’s (Canter- 
bury), Ltd.: kitchen 


equipment and sundries, 
South Eastern Gas 
Board, Radiation, Ltd., 
W. M. Still and Sons, 
Ltd., Wm. Page and 
Co., Ltd.: refrigeration, 
Windsor Refrigerator 
Co., Ltd., Longford 
Engineering Co., Ltd.; 
cash registers, Fr. 
Stevenson and _ Sons 
(Manchester), Ltd.; fire 
appliances, Pyrene Co., 
Ltd.; cleaning equipment, 
Hoover and Co., Ltd.; 
radio, Sound Diffusion, 
Ltd.; television, Re- 
diffusion (South East), 
Ltd. Messrs. R. J. Bar- 
wick manufactured the 
bar counters, bank fit- 
ments, etc., in addition to 
all the joinery. 


The ballroom and 
bar beyond 
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CITY PLANNING 
Impressions of a Conducted 
Tour 


HE Planning Forum—a crisp young 
offshoot of TCPA—and their friends 
had a privileged opportunity on June 17 
to see and discuss with Mr. Anthony 
Mealand, FRIBA, MTPI, Planning 
Officer to the City of London Corpora- 
tion, some of the meatier bones of con- 
tention in his larder. Route 11, New 
Barbican, St. Paul’s Precinct, office blocks, 
‘Silo’ garages and a proposed residential 
area were considered, either in model 
form according to (or differing from) 
various schemes so far propounded, or 
else completed or under construction on 
the site, during a conducted tour. 

As observer I was kindly allowed to 
accompany the party, and in_ the 
impressions which follow, two things 
must be made clear. First, that opinions 
expressed are my own, and where their 
formation was helped by Mr. Mealand 
it would be poor return for his off-the- 
record frankness to lay him open to the 
slightest imputation of lobbying either 
for his own or against other architects’ 
and planners’ views. Second, that even 


had circumstances permitted I should 
have avoided mugging up the  back- 


ground, and least of all the published 
correspondence, informed and_ other- 
wise, which has so tended to confuse and 
embitter a matter of international 
concern. 


Disturbing Conflict 


What I have preferred to call personal 
impressions may therefore seem to 
ignore much that is established know- 
ledge, or in some cases’ entrenched 
attitudes, in disturbingly conflicting 
proposals. Moreover, such a treatment 
must ‘lean over backwards’ to avoid 
exacerbating an already uneasy situation. 
The latter, I suspect, is partly due to the 
fact that there has always existed an 
identifiable and apparently deep difference 
between ‘the City’ and the rest of 
London—and even of Engiand. There 
are few places where the sauces for the 
goose and the gander are traditionally 








so different — a cuisine as ‘foreign’ as 
that of the North (or Midlands) to the 
South. Indeed, the City’s attitude to the 
West End is not unlike that of the Vic- 
torian family man to the Continent—an 
indulgent view of the pleasantly repre- 
hensible goings-on of a less stable, softer 
and more frivolous neighbour who is 
(not to put too fine a point on it) possibly 
a gentleman but certainly not quite 
respectable! 

This is ingrained in everything from 
sooty facades to sartorial conventions. In 
both of these, the accepted thing suggests 
solid worth and respectability without 
showing the dirt whose presence is un- 


deniable. But I feel that the City’s 
abhorrence of anything smacking of 


fashion or elegance cannot be other than 
neurotic—a sort of nostalgie de la boue 
which conceals something else. One is 
familiar with the plaint ‘1 wish I had the 
nerve tO wear a waistcoat like that on 
the Stock Exchange,’ but is not deceived 
by it to the extent of audibly agreeing, 
for it probably merely implies a polite 
reproof for one’s preference in dress! 
This convention has not only coloured 
the City’s view of its own rebuilding prob- 
lems, but apparently tinged that of the 
called-in architects, who in some cases 
seem to have put on an uncommonly sub- 
fuse ‘client’s suit” of a dated cut for the 
occasion. These seriously disturbing, if 
frivolously expressed, impressions formed 
themselves towards the end of the tour. 
To return to the less traumatic beginning, 
Mr. Mealand’s exposition of his model 
for the Route 11 environs was on the con- 
trary refreshing and reassuring. For 
apparently cogent reasons, both a pre- 
vious Barbican scheme and the Holford- 
Holden plan having been dropped or 
drastically modified, their successor 
directly links London Wall and Ludgate 
Circus by a highway flanked by tall, 
staggered office blocks. Away from this 
“spine, segregation of pedestrians from 
traffic by means of a raised, roofed 
‘podium’ is aimed at. The layout sug- 
gests an uncompromisingly contemporary 
architectural treatment but takes in its 
stride such needs as the rebuilding of the 
Guildhall School of Music, the rehabili- 


AY 








NEW LAMBETH FLATS.—A perspective of the new block of flats now under con- 

struction at North Lambeth, London, which is being erected to re-house 70 families living 

in old property owned by the governors of St. Thomas’s Hospital. Some 60 trees are to be 

planted in the attractive gardens that are planned. The architect is Mr. L. G. Creed, 
FRIBA, AMTPI, and the main contractors are Wates, Ltd. 
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tation of several Wren and other Church, 
or the consolidation of their remains th 
preservation of archaeological sites ,, 
the repair Or rebuilding of several] Se 
Halls. One factor influencing the gj; 
level concept is the proposal to iene 
housing. — This cannot but raise gy, 
doubts for although (judged by th 
blessed scarcity of evening traffic) the Cin 
would be an enviable place to live, 
clearly could not last if the homing » 
dormitory traffic were in two directiog 
One was staggered at the thought—a; 
the cost—of even the ominous 13 mul. 
storey garages round the perimeter, jy 


nowadays everything revolves sop; 
obsessive private motoring.  Anothe 


objection would seem the  necesgari 
high economic rent for  unsubsidie) 
housing. It is no longer a paradox, » 
snobbish. to fear this might attract th; 
wrong type. 

St. Paul’s Area 


The other model viewed and discuse! 
was that for the St. Paul’s area. This i 
substantially Holford, with modificatioy; 
suggested by the engineers in the interes: 
of traffic flow. The proposals seem : 
least sympathetic enough to obviate th 
need to dowse for prophetic Wren dray. 
ings or invoke Bernini's ghost. But ¥ 
were reminded that the scheme ; 
primarily a study in spatial composition 
and the effect is inevitably a ‘ planner 
plan’ rather than the architectural desig: 
for which it has been mistaken by the 
layman. The Planning Forum seemed t 
feel this, 








judged by question ant | 


answer, but where familiar component | 


were concerned, more constructive com: 
ment was feasible. For instance, though 
few seemed to feel happy about the pro- 
posal to conjoin Temple Bar to th 
Cathedral, at least two practicable alter 
natives were mooted. 

Having reversed the order of events) 
beginning with the actual buildings an 
sites toured, it remains, I fear, to fini 
on a note which may seem sad al 
valetudinarian but not, I hope, defeats’ 
With the scarred City convalescing 
dreamily in the light of a Bellotto pai! 
ing, one was reminded of a lady 10 
ancient, disillusioned and frail to do moe 
than await, with a resigned smile, whi! 
ever may happen to her at the hands0 
doctors 


overmuch. 
Lack of Consistency 
The interim impression is mainly | 
lack of consistency, apart from 4 


question of architectural merit. The | 
are times when a solution short of per 
fection is acceptable provided it expres 
a rounded concept clear at least in ol 
mind. No scheme will escape unscathe 
for public outcry now precedes the pue 
But is it too late 
agree on what posterity will find a © 


cation of details. 


and welfare-statesmen. Ft’ 
pity’s sake, may one plead, let them & 
sure, gentle and quick about it, for th 
delay has already been over long: 10 
has piecemeal plastic surgery help: 


| 





spectable’ dress for the City’s seco! 
renaissance, even if Big Business and ti 


Stock Exchange find it a little * unc! 


ventional’ at first sight? 


Basit Marrio!l 
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GARAGE, SEVEN DIALS, London, WC2 


Architect: R. E. SUMMERS, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineer: Dr. A. H. MATTOCK 


Builders: HIGGS & HILL, Ltd. 


HE roads which meet at Seven 
Dials form a tiny star-shaped 
Place, once famous for  public- 
houses, thieves and brawling, now 
busy and respectable but still full of 
character. The site is flanked by two 
of the roads, and the original base- 
ments were so low that massive 
foundations were possible without 
much excavation. 

The four cantilever frames all 
consist of 30-ft. arms diminishing 
from 42 in. to 6 in. in depth, on 
30-ft. columns 2 ft. 6 in. in depth, the 
loads transmitted through a central 
r.c. spine to slab foundations. The 
tops of the cantilever arms are level, 
and the arms taper 36 in. in their 
length; the soffits, which attract a 
good deal of attention, run dead 
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true, and are 20 in. wide. The mix 
for the whole of the central frames 
is i:ie:3 DCC quality “A: 
The outside frames, mix 1:2:4 
LCC quality ‘A’ throughout, have 
only one nib, the columns are 15 in. 
wide with 24 l-in. steel rods: 
the foundation slabs, being near 
the boundaries, are long and narrow. 

The columns are connected by a 
stabiliser beam over the columns and 
a trimmer beam at the end of the 
roof, both reinforced concrete cast 
in situ. Concrete throughout is left 
as from the formwork and painted 
with a cement paint light Portland 
stone colour. 

‘Bison’ prestressed precast con- 
crete beams form the canopy roof, 
which, resting on nibs at the bottom 
of the cantilever arms, slopes back- 


wards to a concealed gutter. Precast 
beams are also used for roofing the 
covered yard at a slightly lower level, 
though still high enough for a car 
grease-bay. The soffits of the canopy 
beams are painted white, and in the 
covered yard, duck-egg blue. 


The five pumps are served by 
two 2,000-gallon dual-compartment 
petrol tanks and one 500-gallon 
diesel, all surrounded in sulphate- 
resisting mass concrete 18 in. thick 
around the petrol tanks, because of 
near-by basements at the same level. 

Tanks, manholes, pumps and 
“water tower’ are grouped on one 
straight island in the middle of the 
forecourt. This is virtually on made 
ground and was laid in alternate 
bays of reinforced concrete with 
wide expansion joints. The concrete 
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is left untreated; tamping provides 
a non-skid surface and, being directed 
to the falls, helps drainage. Gullies 
drain to a three-compartment petrol 
interceptor at the lower end of the 
site. 


Set aside for greasing, the covered 
yard in the far corner of the site was 
built of 9-in. brick load-bearing 
walls, lined in white tiles with 
five 4-ft. square fixed windows 
facing the court ; the junction 
between its roof and the canopy is 
covered with a bold timber-framed 
white trellis with blue and_ red 
flashed opal glass square panels. 
This covers the water tanks and 
various necessities, and forms the 
basic decorative theme. It is intended 
later to form a motorists’ shop for 
spares and accessories in this area. 


The kiosk is in similar brickwork, 
Uxbridge Flint facings, flush pointed 
in matching mortar, and has a flat 
reinforced concrete roof with roof- 
light ventilators. It houses the petrol 
office with its fireproof glazing 
(polished Georgian wired glass in 
steel frame) and the w.c.s, on whose 
white doors the red and blue flashed 
opal glass appears again. 

The back wall encroaches on the 
line of columns in the middle bay 
between the covered yard and the 
kiosk and it is masked by seven 
round lights on scaffold-poles. They 
are designed for advertisements and 
also to recall the seven dials which 
once were on the seven corners of 
the crossroads. Across the ends of 
the cantilevers stretches a light metal 
casing carrying the illuminated sign 
‘Blue Star,’ with centrally a 5-ft. 
dia. blue star. Back from it span 
15 tapered metal arms carrying 
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Garage, 
Seven Dials, 


London, WC2 





white cold cathode light tubes, 
which continue under the canopy 
and form the main lighting. The 
filling station opened on May 14, 
the day rationing was abolished, and 
promises to be very busy, but really 
will get into its swing with the 
opening of the motorists’ shop, 
which will carry into three dimen- 
sions the trellis theme overhead, 
and have a low curved stallboard 
counter, with plate-glass windows 
joined without glazing bars to give 
a complete view from the outside of 
the whole display. 








Subcontractors 
& Suppliers :— 

Concrete filling to vaults, Readymixed 
Concrete, Ltd. ; prestressed concrete 
‘Bison’ beams, Concrete, Ltd.; Uxbridge 
Flint facing bricks, Cape Building Pro- 
ducts, Ltd. ; blue and red flashed opal 
glass and clear Georgian wired glass, 
James Clark and Eaton; white glazed 
f tiles, Pilkingtons, Ltd. ; terrazzo, Brock- 
well Mosaic Co., Ltd. ; petrol pumps, 
| Avery-Hardoll, Ltd. ; petrol tanks, John 
| Bellamy, Ltd.: sanitary equipment, 
Broads, Ltd. ; electric lighting and special 
fittings, Sign Components, Ltd. ; door 
furniture and chromium-plated _ fittings, 
Comyn Ching, Ltd. 
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Detail of the canopy 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Modern Architecture Criticised 
To the Editor of The Builder 


4 IR,—With reference to the cartoon in 

your issue of June 21, I am driven 

to suggest that it is a great pity that there 

are not many more people like those 
Victorians depicted. 

Frequent browsing through the pages 
of your paper drives me to the conclusion 
that modern design consists of giving a 
number of cardboard boxes of varying 
sizes to a three-year-old child and telling 
him to ‘build a house’ with them. A 
highly paid architect then camouflages 
the whole with chromium, plastics and 
other ‘modern’ gadgets, and ‘sells’ the 
‘design’ with the aid of a lot of high- 
sounding technical jargon, full of long 
new words. 

Is it not time that architects came back 


to the idea of designing buildings which 
combine practical efficiency with beauty 
and good _ proportions, instead’ of 
sacrificing the appearance of the country- 
side for the sake of ‘ being modern’ ? 

May I also suggest that the common 
habit of making perspective drawings of 
proposed buildings as they might be seen 
from a helicopter, instead of from normal] 
eye-level, tends to give an entirely false 
impression of what the finished article 
will look like ? 

And finally, I was delighted to read 
recently that a famous foreign architect 
had dared to criticise the external appear- 
ance of the Festival Hall. To this writer 
it looks like the walls of a_ builders’ 
merchants’ showroom, covered with 
samples of different and unrelated types 
of wall covering. 


N. L. BLANDFORD [Lt.-Col., MAJ. 
Coton Grange, Shrewsbury. 








HOUSE AT WOKING.—‘Breeze, the home of A. H. T. Broderick, was designed 
by Leslie Gooday, ARIBA, MSIA. The house was granted an ‘Award of Merit’ and 
chosen as the ‘House of the Year’ by Ideal Home magazine. The house is all-electric 
in operation, thermal insulation being to a very high standard. Walls are cavity, the 
Lignacite inner leaf has a Rocksil quilt fixed to the inner surface, and covered with insu- 
lation board. The roof is copper on 2 in. Stramit; there is 4 in. of loose fill between the 
roof rafters and the joists of the floors. All windows are double-glazed. The illustration 
shows the terrace with a barbecue fireplace at one end 
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Building Surveyors 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—In reply to Mr. Tomalin’s ues 
tion (The Builder, June 21) | nu 
say that we (the RICS) have no division 
for the Precision Site Surveyor. It ma 
be that the Secretary of the Institutio 
could supply Mr. Tomalin with names of 
members who specialise in such wor 
but if he could I am certain that the 
would be members also qualified « 
architects; for the duties he outlines bs 
surely, as a whole, amongst those of 
architect. Should this not be the cay 
I am sure that the great majority of oy 
members qualified as building surveyors 
would be perfectly capable of dealing 
with the various aspects of planning anj 
construction outlined by Mr. Tomaliy 
for they get plenty of practical experience 
in these matters in addition to having 
been examined in some. ; 
I must point out that Mr. Isted’s letter 
did not deal with the individual envisage 
by Mr. Tomalin but with the ‘loca! 
authority building surveyor or inspector; 
many of whom have no qualification 
other than manual experience, mainly, 
of course, because their salary scales do 
not attract the man with higher qualif. 
cations. My point was and is that the 
RICS Building Surveyor division exani- 
nations are the best possible examinations 
for such men to take if they aspire to 
take examinations. Mr. Tomalin does not 
answer my questions, neither does Mr. 
Isted. 
L. H. Lock.ey [FRICS]. 
179, Lower Addiscombe-rd., E. Croydon, 


To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—In your last issue Mr. Tomalin, 

MIStructE, FIAS, asks Mr. Lockley, 
FRICS, a question to which many will be 
awaiting the answer. 

It is my conclusion that the RICS is 
not interested in Precision Surveyors. | 
can quote the case of a most promising 
student who was continuously engaged 
in the preparation of 1/8th and 1/ 16th 
in. scale surveys of extensive built-up 
acreages and whose preliminary applica 
tion for studentship of the RICS was not 
accepted. No reasons were given. 

P. MATHESON GOUGH 
[AMICE, AMIsStructE]. 


18-20, Tranquil Vale, SE3. 


Materials for Gravestones 

To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—The last paragraph of your 
‘Notes of the Week’ column on 
the above subject (The Builder, May 24) 
appears to confuse improvement ot 
aesthetic standards with the banning ol 
certain materials. So far as cast or It 
constructed stone is concerned the same 
aesthetic standards can apply—good 
design, harmonising with local stone and 
quality of lettering—whilst suitable cast 
and reconstructed stones are often chosen 
because of their improved durability over 
certain natural stones. i 
It has been recognised that authorities 
responsible for graveyards might experi 
ence difficulty in laying down a suitable 
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uality and with this in mind 
sn (ao merged into this organ- 
isation) with the assistance of the Build- 
ing Research Station, drew up and issued 
in 1937 a specification for this product. 
R. W. Parks, Secretary, 
British Cast Concrete Federation. 


105, Uxbridge-road, WS. 


Cost Study on Schools 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GR.—Having a few moments to spare 
I decided to glance through the 
Building Bulletin No. 4 Cost Study pub- 
lished by the Ministry of Education, re- 
viewed in your issue of May 17. 

The objective of this study is. as I 
understand it, to discover where the 
money goes and to make use of that 
knowledge by checking that no part or 
element is absorbing more than it should. 

An incidental objective appears to be a 
semi-mechanical method of ascertaining 
a foot super rate for approximate esti- 
mates. Personally I feel rather doubtful 
about this because although it will pro- 
bably work with schools or any other 
repetitive type of building there are so 
many items about which ‘it is advisable 
to have this element checked as early as 
possible during the design phase’ that it 
would be easier to take off rough quan- 
tities for any building of an unusual type, 
for it is those which usually present diffi- 
culties. 

One point against breaking the whole 
into small sections is that it may be for- 
gotten that a building is a unit, not a 
collection of spare parts, and that all the 
sections are interdependent. To isolate 
items may lead to not seeing the wood 
for the trees, 

For example, in the multi-storey exer- 
cise ‘the same design has been main- 
tained for each building,’ whereas surely 


the aim should have been to discover the 
most economic form of construction for 
each height of building and then to com- 
pare those foot super rates? 


In reading the cost analyses my first 
reaction was to ignore finishings because 
(1) these are a question of taste; (2) the 
cost and the quality are usually directly 
related; and (3) they can be more easily 
compared by taking a yard super of each 
type than by seeking a price per foot 
super for a bag of mixed varieties. With 
reference to this latter point, it is worth 
noting that in the example of cost plan- 
ning the foot super rate is reduced to a 
yard super price for each type, adjusted 
and then worked-up again to a foot super 
rate. 


Actually the section where economies 
could be made without affecting the 
standard of the building would seem to 
be the structure itself, so I tried the effect 
of grouping the figures for frame, ex- 
ternal walls and doors and windows and 
then comparing the rates; these were sur- 
prising, varying between 7s. 7.6d. and 
22s. 7.8d. Further inspection of these 
figures revealed that the latter figure in- 
cluded the bearers for the floor and roof 
because the building had a modular steel 
frame. 

This led to a rather closer inspection 
of just what was included in each ele- 
ment, and this was rather confusing. For 
instance the cost of roof lights included 
glass but windows, doors and screens did 
not. Partitions included load-bearing 
walls. Wall finishes sometimes included 
plaster and wall linings, but in one case 
there was only one item under this sec- 
tion—tile splash backs. Glass_ brick 
panels were included with glazing, not 
with windows or walls. 

Preliminaries and insurances varied in 
cost between ls. 9.5d. and 10s. 1.9d. per 
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foot super and one felt that it would be 
better to apportion this amongst the other 
items. 


In the example of cost planning it is 
rather confusing to find that for calculat- 
ing the ‘work below ground level’ costs 
for four-storey blocks are not available 
but in the next item ‘Frame’ they are 
available. An example of how one ele- 
ment affects another can be noticed in the 
Modification of Element Costs to achieve 
Target Cost; here one economy is the 
omission of metal panels below cill level, 
but no corresponding addition has been 
made to the rate for external walls. In 
fact this last rate has been reduced by 
25 per cent. because preliminary study of 
types and costs of cladding make it 
‘reasonable ’ to expect a saving of 30 per 
cent. on the cost of cladding. Personally 
I find this most unreasonable and very 
doubtful. The remaining economies are 
made by reducing the quality of the 
finishes, etc., when according to the 
earlier examples the necessary saving 
could be made quite painlessly by chang- 
ing the form of construction to load 
bearing brickwork. 

Apparently the argument against this 
is speed of construction, and this brings 
home the point that length of contract is 
not mentioned; surely this is an impor- 
tant point in cost study? 

At this stage it was time to put it away 
with the reflection that even in a model 
specification for cost study it is not advis- 
able to specify a mixture of galvanised 
and copper pipes for the hot-water ser- 


vices. 
G. HoneEYBELL [ARICS]. 
London, WC1. 


P.S. Not without interest are the follow- 
ing analyses of foot super costs in the 
Bulletin, collated for comparison.—G. H. 


ANALYSES OF FOOT SUPER COSTS IN No. 4 COST STUDY ON SCHOOLS, COLLATED FOR COMPARISON 












































NAME OF SCHOOL 
| 
Amersham | Hatton Cty. | St. Albans | Bushey Cold-| Gt. Missen- | Harold Hill St. Anne’s Blank 
Primary Primary West-ave. harbour Sec. | den Sec. Mod GS RC Sec Sec. Mod. 
Prim. Mod. Mod. 
Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate 

per per per per per per per per per per per per per per per per 
pence | cent | pence} cent | pence} cent| pence] cent| pence} cent| pence] cent| pence} cent} pence} cent 
1. Prelims and Insurances 27.1 3.8 | 23.9 2.7 | 47.0 5.9 | 35.2 3.9 |121.9 | 15.4 | 41.3 4.8 | 21.5 2.6 | 46.1 5.7 
2. Contingencies a os 15.9 2.2 | 15.2 1.7 | 18.7 2.3 | 14.3 1.6 9.3 1.2 | 10.0 1.2 9.6 1.2 | 17.4 a2 
3. Work below ground floor level 58.5 8.2 | 57.6 6.6 | 62.6 7.8 | 81.1 9.1 | 42.3 5.3 | 88.1 | 10.3 | 99.3 | 11.9 | 30.6 3.8 
4. Frame ra dh _ — | 94.5] 10.8} 82.8 | 10.4 | 100.5 | 11.2 | 25.5 3.2 | 19.6 2.3 | 99.5 | 11.9 | 134.3 | 16.5 
: External walls ae as et ..-| 34.6 4.8 | 32.4 | 3.7 | 25.9 3.2 | 28.6 3.2 | 46.2 5.8 | 29.8 3.5 | 21.4 2.6 | 59.0 7.3 
7. a nae aes ss } 57.0 8.0 | 75.6} 8.6] 72.7 9.1 | 52.8 $9) ShS 6.5 | 38.9 4.6 | 53.4 6.4 | 78.5 9.7 
8. Roof Construction .-| 86.8 | 12.2} 98.0) 11.2 | 73.3 9.2 | 81.8 9.1 | 69.2 8.7 | 110.6 | 12.9 | 50.7 6.0 | 33.4 4.1 
9. RoofLights ... is | See 1.3] 17.4 2.0 | 19.6 2.4 | 17.6 2.0 3.1 4 7.8 9 8.6 1.0); 11.1 1.4 
. Upper Floor Construction | — — —_ _ _ —_ ee! 3 ry = = ber Ye = oy 
f ircases ry mm | — — -- — — — : : 3 F : i . ig 7 : 
12, Glazing | 12:3 | 17) 4) 2S) tho) 2s eo!) 14) SS) BE) 167] 20 aks) 241. ee 
TotalItems 1-12... ..| 301.3 | 42.2 | 428.0 | 48.8 | 414.5 | 51.8 | 431.1 | 48.1 | 409.4 | 51.6 | 388.4 | 45.5 | 413.2 | 49.4 | 451.2 | 55.7 
13. Internal Partitions .| 21.6 3.0 | 32.0 3.7 | 19.4 2.4 | 14.6 1.6 | 20.1 2.5 | 29.0 3.4 | 20.5 2.4 | 33.4 4.1 
14. Internal Doors cae Sha | 19.4 a 5.1 6 9.7 1.2] 15.6 1.8 | 11.5 1S] 133 1.6 | 15.6 1.9 | 10.2 1.3 
& W.C. Doors and Partitions ... Ps tee a 6.4 ee i 2.4 & 3.7 4 4.4 6 3.6 4 4.4 a 1.1 an 
otalltems 1-15... eae ..| 345.8 | 48.4 | 471.5 | 53.8 | 446.0 | 55.7 | 465.0 | 51.9 | 445.4 | 56.2 | 434.3 | 50.9 | 453.7 | 54.2 | 495.9 | 61.2 
16. Wall Finishes | 14.7 21 | 239 2.7 | 23.1 2.9 | 27.4 3.1 | 30.1 38.1 2E5 25} aes 2.7 6.4 38 
17, Floor Finishes... .| 57.6 8.1 | 45.2 5.2} 50.1 6.3 | 53.7 6.0 | 49.6 6.3 | 55.1 6.5 | 69.2 8.3 | 47.9 5.9 
: |B3] 43] 83] 48] 23) 28] Bs) ae] 3g) 22] es) 23] 4) 28] Sa) ae 
- orations Rr ; 4. 2 4 f k é 4 4 A . s . a A A 
Total Items 1-19 ne se "1474.5 | 66.5 |603.0 | 68.8 |570.1 | 71.3 |594.2 | 66.4 | 567.4 | 71.7 | 558.0 | 65.4 | 587.0 | 70.2 | 615.2 | 75.9 
Th Cloakroom Fittings ... | 45 6 KF 4 a i y si ta 9 2.0 a a5 6 1.2 a 
Hy Fittings ass | 19.0 2.7 | 14.9 1.7 8.9 1.1 | 16.3 1.8 8.4 1.1 4.9 6 9.8 1.2 4.0 a 
+ Furniture Built-in jaa 3.8 | 29.2 3.3 | 17.8 242} SS 4.4 | 24.0 3.0 | 44.3 5.2 | 20.3 2.4 | 27.1 3.3 
a Plumb‘ng External -. ea 3 Ke 4 1.0 oA ia 2 8.6 1.1 2.0 wk 2.3 a 1.9 a 
. Plumbing Internal A ae of aoe 1.8 | 10.0 12) 2a 3.2'| 22.8 2.5 | 10.6 1.3 | 46.2 5.4 | 20.6 2.5 7.5 9 
%6 Plumbing, Sanitary Fittings | 11.9 1.7 | 14.4 1.6 | 16.2 2.0 | 10.4 1.2 8.3 1.1 | 10.0 1.2 7.9 9 73 9 
ry Gs Installation ies oe | 1.0 2a 8 “J 1.3 By 5.0 6 2.7 4 6.8 8 5.8 7) — _ 
8 Flectrical Installation We) 4.4) 31.8 3.6 | 26.6 3.3 | 44.8 5.0 | 34.2 4.3 | 56.7 6.6 | 51.2 6.1 | 38.5 4.7 
> Kian Installation oan | 72.2 | 10.1 | 108.6 | 12.4 | 73.0 9.1 | 101.9 | 11.4 | 84.6 | 10.7 | 62.3 7.3 | 82.5 9.8 | 78.8 9.7 
0. itchen Ventilation ... “a oft: hem oe 2.7 a Le e oa _ 39 ol 1.2 A 3.2 4 a — 
31 Pee tee as eis | 18.3 2.6 | 24.4 2.8 | 25.0 3.1 | 30.6 3.4 | 12.6 1.6 | 43.1 5.0 | 29.6 3.5 | 16.2 2.0 
Tot 1 aygrounds and Paved Areas sipicee 5.2 | 30.0 3.4 | 29.6 37 | 2 2.8 | 21.7 2.7 | 17.0 2.0 | 11.8 1.4 | 14.0 1.7 
alNettCost ase fea ..|713.5 | 100 |876.4|}100 {800 100 | 895 100 | 791.3 100 | 854.5 |100 | 837.5 |100 | 811.9 | 100 
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News of the Week 


Housing Centre Annual Conference 


HIS year’s Housing Centre Annual 

Conference is to be held at County 
Hall, SE1, from July 3-5. The confer- 
ence will be opened by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, Mr. 
Henry Brooke, and the chairman will be 
Sir Parker Morris, LLB. It will be 
attended by delegates from local authori- 
ties throughout England and Wales, with 
some representatives also from Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, and a number of 
experts closely concerned with housing 
work. 

The aim of the conference is to 
examine s!um clearance in relation to the 
general housing problem. To this end it 
opens with a general assessment of the 
housing problem for the country and the 
various methods of attacking it. It follows 
in the second session with an analysis of 
this problem as it appears to speakers 
from different parts of the country with 
very varying problems. It is hoped, in 
this way, through the study of these con- 
tributions and through the resultant dis- 
cussion to obtain a balanced picture of 
the part to be played by slum clearance. 

At the last session on July 5, a team 
from the Lansbury Neighbourhood, Pop- 
lar, will give their views on what 
redevelopment has meant in practice. 
Chairman of this session will be Mr. 
Chris Chataway. 


Winning Designs on View 


THE PREMIATED designs in the Paisley 
Technical College Competition will be 
on view at the RIBA, 66, Portland-place, 
WI, from July 3-20 (Monday-Friday 
10-7: Saturday 10-5). In addition to the 
competition drawings the winning design 
by Messrs. Alison and Hutchison and 
Partners (F) will be illustrated by a 
model and a perspective model. 


The Aaron Scholarship, Leeds 


THE 1957 scholarship founded by 
public subscription in 1944 as a memorial 
to Flight Sergeant A. L. Aaron, VC, 
DFM, a former pupil of Roundhay 
School, Leeds, and student of the Leeds 
School of Architecture, who was posthu- 
mously awarded the Victoria Cross for 
gallantry while serving as captain of a 
Stirling aircraft attacking Turin, has 
been won by Mr. Frank Sykes, ARIBA, 
AMTPI. The value of the scholarship 
for 1957 will be £250. Mr. Sykes 
escribes his subject of intended study as 
follows: —‘ Two trips abroad are to be 
made, first to Scandinavia and second to 
Italy and Spain to study examples of 
traditional and contemporary ground 
pattern design, which I have called 
‘Floorscape.” We tend to consider our 
schemes as cube shapes or blocks, some- 
times neglecting the base or ground 
upon which they stand. Particularly is 
it important to study the design of ad- 
jacent land in these days of high build- 
ings, from which the ground pattern is 
more readily visible. My study will 
deal with specific examples on the 
Continent in the hope that it will provoke 
interest in the art and skills of floor 
design.” 


Tropical Architecture Course 


APPLICATIONS are invited by the 
Architectural Association School of 
Architecture’s Department of Tropical 
Architecture from post-graduate students 
and qualified architects for the next six- 
month full-time course in_ tropical 
architecture. The fee for the course is 
£100, but six studentships of either £50 
or £40 are available. Applicants for 
these studentships must apply by letter, 
before July 26, to the Principal, 36, 
Bedford-square, WC1. 


Sheffield Architects’ Scholarship 


THE Sheffield, South Yorkshire and 
District Society of Architects and Sur- 
veyors has, for the first time, offered a 
Travelling Scholarship to members of the 
Society, and the first award of £50 has 
been made to Mr. A. F. Ward, DipArch, 
ARIBA, who has submitted a programme 
of study on cladding materials for con- 


temporary structures. their application 
and performance. 
Planning Course, Leeds 

A NEW Certificate Course in Town 


Planning of three years’ part-time study 
has now been approved by the Town 
Planning Institute at the School of Archi- 
tecture and Town Planning, Leeds College 
of Art, and is to start on September 16 
next. The course is open to candidates 
at least 17 years of age who, after leaving 
school, would like to choose town plan- 
ning as their profession. Particulars 
from the Clerk to the School of Archi- 
tecture and Town Planning, 43a, Wood- 
house-lane, Leeds, 2. 


Professional Announcement 

Messrs. WILLIAM C. INMAN & PARTNERS, 
chartered quantity surveyors, of 7, New-square, 
Lincolns Inn, London, WC2. have a new tele- 
phone number, Chancery 9152/5. 


FROM ‘ THE BUILDER®* OF 1857 
Saturday, June 27, 1857 


ST. JAMES’S PARK BRIDGE, LON- 
DON.—The bridge across the orna- 
mental water in St. James’s Park, deter- 
mined on to improve the means of 
communication between the districts on 
each side of the park, is making progress. 
The anchor tunnels are founded on the 


London clay, which is met with 
20 feet below the surface of the 
ground. Above the clay lie beds 
of gravel and sand, about 10 feet 


thick in all, on which the columns of 
the bridge stand. The span is 140 feet 
between abutments, or 157 feet 6 inches 
between the highest points of the suspen- 
sion chains. The bridge is designed for 
foot passengers only: the footway is 
12 feet in clear width, and is to be cov- 
ered with asphalt laid on two thicknesses 
of diagonal elm planking. The weight of 
the suspended roadway will be 523 lb. per 
foot run, or about 33 tons in all. The 
cost of the bridge will not exceed £4,500. 
FROM AN ARTICLE. 

«"» After 100 years the wheel turns the full 
cycle. At present a new bridge is being con- 
structed in place of the above-mentioned one 
in St. James’s Park. 
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COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, JUNE 28 
INSTITUTION OF PuBLiIc Heay TH En } 
—Summer meeiing. * Ashford Common he 
tion Works of the Metropolitan Water Boar 
By F. Tattersall, MSc, MICE. Caxton Hi 


SWI. 4.45 p.m. Continuing until June } 
TUESDAY, JULY 2. ‘ 
NATIONAL FEDERATION of} 


BUILDING Trave; 


EmPLoyers.—Hall-yearly general 


Meeting 


Palace Court Theatre, Bournemouth, 10 3; 

(Continuing on July 3.) a 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3. 

HousING CENTRE — TRuSt.—Annual conf 


ence. Opening by Rt. Hon. 
MP, Minister of Housing 
ment. County Hall. 
July §. 

RIBA.—Paisley Technical College Compe. 
tion, winning designs on view. 66, Portland.) 
WI. (Mondays-Fridays 10 a.m.-7 p.m.: Siu, 
days 10 a.m.-5 p.m.). Continuing until July 2 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 2),—Address 
New Rent Act by Lt.-Col. V. G. Donaldso, 
FRICS. Horse Shoe Hotel, Tottenham Coy: 
road, WC. 1 p.m. : 

THURSDAY, JULY 4, 

BRITISH Cast IRON RESEARCH Assocutioy 
Open Day. Bordesley Hall, Alvechurch, 
mingham. Motor coaches leave New-str 
Station (Queen’s-dr.) at 9.45, 10.30 and 113 
a.m. 


Henry Brooke 
} and Local Govern 
10.30 a.m. Continuing un 


FRIDAY, JULY 5, 
Ao ANTERBURY COLLEGE OF ArT, —Annual prize 
giving an exhibition of work. 3 p.m. 

THE POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL OF PHOTOGRAPHY- 
Annua! exhibition of students’ work, 39 
Regent-st., WI. Continuing until July 11, 

SATURDAY, JULY 6. 

SouTH-WEsT Essex TECHNICAL COLLEGE 4\I 
ScHooL OF ART.—Building Exhibition. Colle 
Hall, Walthamstow. Daily 2.30-8 p.m. Con 
tinuing until July 13 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Mausoleum, Karachi 


PPHE Central Committee of the Qaide 
Azam Memorial Fund announces 
an international competition for the cor- 
struction of the Mausoleum of Qaide- 
Azam Mohammed = Ali — Jinnah 
Karachi, Pakistan. The promoters invite 
designs for: (a) the construction of th: 
Mausoleum of Qaide-Azam; (b) the land- 
scaping and planning of roads, parking 
areas, footpaths and garden within the 
site; and (c) the siting of buildings which 
wiil be erected at a later date. 
Architects, engineers and town planner 
irrespective of nationality may take part in 
this competition. The complete programm 
will be provided to competitors against 4 
deposit of French francs 3,000—to be sen 
to the Secretariat General of the Inter 
national Union of Architects, 15, Quaj Mali: 
quais, Paris, 6me, France, or the equivalent 
value in local currency to be deposited wii 
a national section of IUA.  [Mr. Coit 
Nears, RIBA, 66, Portland-place, WI, ' 
Secretary of the British Section.] 
Closing date is October 31, 1957, but ques: 
tions may be sent to the Secretariat Genet 


of the IUA before July 31. Answers will be 


sent to all competitors before August -' 
Prizes offered are: Ist, Rs.25,000; 20 
Rs.15,000. 


projects. 


The Jury, which will meet one mont 
after the closing of the competition, iS com 
posed of H. S. Suhrawardy. Prime Minist 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan; Eugen 


architect (France); Rob! 


architect (Great 


Beaudouin, 
Matthew, 


chitect (Italy) and Georges Candilis, rapp’! 
teur, representing the IUA. 


Rs.10,000 will be placed at the 
disposition of the jury to recompense othe 


Britain); Pi 
Luigi Nervi, engineer (Italy); Gio Pont, 





THE BUILDE 


Al 


AT a m 
Assoc 
May 29, W! 
Goulden, T 
RENE VARI 
d Honneur, 
French Er 
‘ Art and t 
the follow! 
One day 
Varin, I he 
an architec 
tecte en Cl 
cuse me, § 
was only | 
grandfathe 
architecte 
one who > 
that.’ On 
grandfathe 
understand 
ence betws 
monument 
en chef de 
is none,” he 
bad.’ 
When y 
a talk abo 
with the ‘ 
make a p 
Frenchmat 
and if we 
that every’ 
have an 
Director-C 
Deputy-Di 
General w 
was tO giv 
I am ,inca 
must mak 
should be 
between 
palais nati 
Officiall 
ing in wh 
Versailles‘ 
historique 
the archit 
en chef de 
is this. D 
munistic 
Prussian Vv 
des Dépu 
and afterv 
sailles as 
in the eve 
that even 
the Sénat 
Chambre 
Chambre 
election o 
the house 
HM the € 
after its 
two days 
disappear 
thought i 
it cost so 
that it wa 
though ai 
in France 
visional ] 
Why i 
historique 



























































‘NGINEED¢ 
On Filtr, 
-T Board 
‘ton H; 
June 1 


G Trae 
Meeting 
10 an 


| confe 
Brooke 
Govern. 
Hing up 


Comp: . 
tland. 
July 2 
dress op 
naldson 
nN Cour. 


ATION, 
ch, B 
CW-Stre 


nd 113 


lal prize 
tAPHY 
k. 309 
11, 


EGE AND 
Colleg 
‘ Con 


VS 


Qaide 
Ounces 
le COn- 


Qaide- 
hat 


invite 
of th: 
> Jand- 
arking 
in. the 
which 











THE BUILDER june 28 1957 


ART AND THE FRENCH STATE 


An Address 


meeting of the Architectural 
AT Amociation held on Wednesday, 
May 29, with the President, Mr. Gontran 
Goulden, TD, ARIBA, in the chair, M. 
RENE VARIN, CBE, Officier de la Légion 
dHonneur, Cultural Counsellor at the 
French Embassy, gave an address on 
‘Art and the State,’ from which we take 

wing extracts : — 
+ . Pie I was a boy, said M. 
Varin, I heard my grandfather talking to 
an architect and calling him * M. / Archi- 
recte en Chef. Afterwards I said, * Ex- 
cuse me, grandfather, but I thought he 
was only an architect,’ to which my 
grandfather replied, ‘If he is not an 
architecte en chef he must be the only 
one who isn’t, so we always call him 
that.’ On another occasion I said to my 
grandfather, ‘There is something I don’t 
understand very well. What is the differ- 
ence between an architecte en chef des 
monuments historiques and an architecte 
en chef des palais nationaux?’ ‘There 
is none,’ he replied. ‘ They are all equally 
bad.” 

When your President asked me to give 
a talk about the arts and their relations 
with the State in France, I wanted to 
make a plan. That is because I am a 
Frenchman. We believe in having a plan, 
and if we have a beautiful plan we feel 
that everything will be all right. If we 
have an organisation consisting of a 
Director-General, two Directors, four 
Deputy-Directors and ten Inspectors- 
General we feel that we are safe. If I 
was to give a lecture—a thing that really 
I am.incapable of doing—I felt that I 
must make a plan, and that this plan 
should be based on the nice distinction 
between monuments historiques and 
palais nationaux. 

Officially, a palais national is a build- 
ing in which people live. What about 
Versailles? Versailles is not a monument 
historique, however silly it may seem, and 
the architecte en chef is an architecte 
en chef des palais nationaux. The reason 
is this. During the Commune, the Com- 
munistic revolution after the Franco- 
Prussian war, the Sénat and the Chambre 
des Députés took refuge in Versailles, 
and afterwards they decided to keep Ver- 
sailles as a place where they could meet 
in the event of a revolution in Paris, so 
that even now there is a special house for 
the Sénat and a special house for the 
Chambre des Députés. The house of the 
Chambre des Députés is used only for the 
election of the President of the Republic; 
the house of the Sénat is a theatre which 
HM the Queen visited on its first opening 
after its long-overdue restoration, and 
two days afterwards the artificial roof 
disappeared. We kept it not because we 
thought it was indispensable but because 
it Cost so much money, and we thought 
that it was worth showing to the Queen, 
though artificial and temporary; besides, 
in France, as you know, only the pro- 
visional lasts! 

Why is not Versailles a monument 
historique? It is a monument and it is 


at the AA 


historical, but the fact that the Sénat and 
the Chambre des Députés can, in the 
event of a revolution in Paris, seek refuge 
in Versailles allows the President and the 
Vice-Presidents, the Questeur and certain 
other officials of these worthy assemblies 
to have flats in Versailles. That is the 
reason why there has been so much 
trouble in repairing the Chateau, because 
when we wanted to carry out the repairs 
and restore the opera house to its proper 
use these people thought we wanted to 
evict them from their flats in the Chateau. 
These people live there at week-ends and 
for holidays, and, since Versailles is in- 
habited, although it is a monument and 
an historical monument, it is none the 
less a palais national and not a monument 
historique. 


Two Administrations 


There are thus two administrations 
dealing with these problems, consisting 
mainly but not solely of architects. There 
is the Director-General of Architecture 
dealing with the palais nationaux and the 
Director-General of Fine Arts dealing 
with historical and other monuments. In 
practice, however, it does not work too 
badly. We divide the monuments 
historiques into three different categories. 
Charity begins at home, and the first cate- 
gory consists of those that belong to the 
State. In the second category come those 
that belong to private individuals or local 
authorities. In the third category come 
those that are listed in a special register 
called le supplément d l’inventaire. The 
State pays all the expenses of the upkeep 
and repair of its own historic buildings; 
it offers to pay half the cost of the 
repair of such buildings in the second 
category; and it offers (but never does it) 
to pay 40 per cent. of the cost in the case 
of buildings listed in the supplément. 
That, you will agree, is not too bad. 

It would not be too bad for the private 
owner of an historic chateau were it not 
for the fact that the admirable corps of 
architectes en chef des monuments his- 
toriques and the equally worthy group of 
people, the entrepreneurs des monuments 
historiques, are so terribly expensive. If 
you want your monument historique re- 
paired you must have the work done by 
a special contractor, and that is such an 
expensive matter that it is hardly worth 
taking the trouble of getting the 50 per 
cent. given by the State. That shows that, 
in spite of our admirable habit of making 
plans, the working out of the plans is not 
always so good as the plans themselves. 
As for the people whose buildings are 
registered in the supplément, they are told 
that the State cannot afford to pay more 
than 20 per cent. of the cost, so that 
many people try not to have their build- 
ings put in this inventory. 


Financial Help by the State 


It is all very well to falk in terms of 
percentages, but you will want to know 
how much money the State has to pay 
for the upkeep and repair of these build- 
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ings. In this case charity does not begin 
at home. The private buildings in France 
received £1,846,000 in 1956. For the up- 
keep and repair of its own property, the 
State gave itself £832,000. The unfor- 
tunate people whose buildings are not 
‘classic,’ but simply listed in the supplé- 
ment, got £60,000. The architects who do 
this work have a great knowledge of 
period styles and the contractors, though 
they may be expensive, do their work 
well. 

We do a little more than help the 
owners of historic buildings financially. 
An agreement can be made between the 
architecte en chef des monuments his- 
toriques and the owner of a chateau by 
which if rooms of historic interest and 
furnishings are shown to the public on 
more than four days a week an entrance 
fee can be charged and the income tax 
on these fees used for work done on the 
chateau. The money is not given back 
to the owner, but it is used to pay the 
architect and contractor. This is done 
through a private organisation called Les 
Démeures Historiques, and in spite of 
some disputes it seems to work satisfac- 
torily. The important point is that the 
architectes en chef des monuments his- 
toriques live on the spot and know the 
people concerned; they visit these places 
and advise the owners on urgent work 
which ought to be done, and are even 
able—and this is rare where public money 
is concerned—to use a certain sum of 
money at once to carry out repairs to 
prevent the destruction of some import- 
ant feature. Some owners may neglect 
their property, but the signature of the 
architecte en chef des monuments his- 
toriques is enough for money to be pro- 
vided at once for urgent work. The State 
spends on the repair of monuments 
historiques about £4,000,000 a year. 


Work at Versailles 


There are also the palais nationaux, 
such as Versailles, and the museums. The 
sums of money devoted to these are not 
so large. Versailles suffered very badly 
during the war. We spent about 
£4,000,000 on Versailles, of which about 
£1,000,000 went on the opera house. That 
is safe now, and we hope that by the end 
of 1958 the roofs will all be finished. The 
barracks were in a bad way. Evidently 
the French differ from the English in 
some ways, and in particular the army in 
France do not always show proper re- 
spect to the buildings which they occupy. 
We have therefore decided not to let the 
army into the barracks. We are going to 
have our archives and museum there. 
That will be very good for the buildings, 
but it will be very dull after five o’clock 
in the evening, when the museum and 
archives will be closed; but we cannot 
have everything! 

Where does the money come from that 
is spent on Versailles? One third comes 
from the State; we can always rely on 
the State to pay. One third comes from 
lotteries. Yes, we have these horribly 
immoral institutions! In England, where 
no betting is allowed and no money is 
staked on horses, no doubt you are 
shocked! The remaining third comes 
from the public. 
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The State in France plays a great part 
in everything. Centralisation began very 
early under the monarchy and was inten- 
sified by Louis XIV and even more by 
Napoleon, with the result that if you want 
to go from Bordeaux to Lyon it is quicker 
to go via Paris. Almost everything 
emanates from Paris and _ provincial 
activity depends to a great extent on what 
is done in Paris. 


Teaching in the Arts 


The State has undertaken to provide 
teaching in the arts. There are commit- 
tees composed of honest people who 
devote their time to ordering works of art, 
though too often they are horrible and 
behind the times. We have, however, 
some good local schools of art, and even 
national schools of art. For example, we 
have one at Aubusson which teaches the 
art of tapestry. We have not yet rebuilt 
the manufactory of Gobelins. 

We have an admirable institution in 
Rome where boys and girls can spend 
three years. They have to send their work 
to a public exhibition in Paris so that 
we can judge whether or not we are get- 
ting our money’s worth for the scholar- 
ships which they are given. We have 
another institution of the same kind in 
Spain, the Casa Velasquez. It was 
destroyed during the civil war, but there 
are several centres of art in Spain, and 
from the Casa Velasquez in Madrid the 
students used to travel all over Spain. 
Although only the gate of the Casa 
Velasquez remains, the students can still 
travel about Spain and admire the work 
of the Spaniards. 

The State grants scholarships to the 
value of £430,000 a year for the study of 
art to artists who must be under 35 years 
of age, and a further sum of £3,600 is 
given to very young or very old artists. 
A special home has been provided in a 
chateau where 50 artists can live and 
work in decent surroundings when they 
are short of money. 

What is being done for the artists of 
to-day? Here we have a big problem. 
There is an advisory commission on the 
purchase of works of art by contempor- 
ary artists. In 1957, £86,000 will be spent 
on this, which is not bad. We see that 
this is being done because when there is 
a salon there will be a label on some of 
the pictures ‘ Acheté par l'Etat. The 
State is getting together a wonderful col- 
lection of pictures, and it does not always 
know what to do with them. 

A law passed in 1951 laid it down that 
in the case of all buildings erected for 
university or school purposes, | per cent. 
of the cost should be devoted to works 
of art. What does this mean in terms of 
money? Since 1951, £220,000 has been 
spent on sculpture, £92,000 on paintings 
and £43,000 on the decorative arts. In 
the budget for the present year, £186,000 
will be devoted to the decoration of 
schools and universities. The scheme has 
drawbacks, but on the whole it works out 
quite well. 

The vote of thanks to M. Varin was 
proposed by Mr. JOHN BRANDON-JONES, 
seconded by PROFESSOR JEAN Bony, sup- 
ported by Mr. Puitip James (British 
Council), and carried with acclamation. 


SOCIETIES 
RIBA COUNCIL 
Full List of Council 


JKOLLOWING is the RIBA Council 

for 1957-58 as declared on June 18 
(the names of the elected members were 
given in our last issue): 


President: K. M. B, Cross, MA. 

Past-presidents: C. H. Astin, CBE (Hert- 
ford); A. GRAHAM HENDERSON, RSA, 

Vice-presidents: HAROLD CONOLLY, CBE 
(Chelmsford) (Chairman of the Allied Societies’ 
Conference). Three more to be appointed by the 
Council on July 2. 

Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer: 
To be appointed by the Council on July 2. 

Fellow Members of Council: HUBERT BEN- 
NETT; Dr. RONALD BRADBURY; THE HON. 
LioneL G. B. Brett; A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER ; 
E. MAXxweELL Fry, CBE; FREDERICK GIBBERD, 
CBE; Leonarp C: Howitt; ARTHUR G. LING; 
PROFESSOR SiR LESLIE MARTIN; PROFESSOR 
Rosert H. MatrHew, CBE; Epwarp D. 
Mitts; RicHARD H. SHEPPARD; PROFESSOR 
BAsIL SpENCE,‘’OBE; Gorpon T. Tair and 
RaLpH Tusss, OBE. 

Associate Members: W. A. ALLEN ; G, GREN- 
FELL BAINES; Eric BepForp, CVO; D. E. E. 
Gipson, CBE; S. A. W. JOHNSON-MARSHALL, 
CBE; SERGEI KADLEIGH; TOM MELLOR; PETER 
F. ‘SHEPHEARD ; J. C. STILLMAN. 

Licentiate Members: BERNARD H. Cox ; Gwyn 
H. Morris and R, W. Toms. 

Ordinary Members: HARRY 
Professor R. J. GARDNER-MEDWIN; 
P, E. A. JOHNSON-MARSHALL. 


DURELL ; 
and 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIETIES IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OR THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 


(1) Six Representatives from the Northern 
Province of England: DONALD MCINTYRE 
(Northern AA); R. M. McNauGut (Manchester 
Society); L. W. MacB. ALEXANDER (Liverpool 
Architectural Society); C, LEcKENBY (York and 
East Yorks Society); N. H. FOw Ler (West 
Yorks Society); H. B. S. Gress (Sheffield, South 
Yorks Society). 

(2) Five Representatives from the Midland 
Province of England: H. JACKSON (Birmingham 
and Five Counties AA); E. W. PARKINSON 
(Leicestershire and Rutland Society); H. A. 
RoLis (Northants, Beds and Hunts AA); S. F. 
BaRRELL (Notts, Derby and Lincs Society); 
BIRKIN HAwarp (East Anglian Society). 

(3) Six Representatives from the Southern 
Province of England: A. G. BazeLey, MBE 
(Devon and Cornwall Society); R. F. Fatr- 
HURST (Wessex Federal Society); C. Cooper 
(Berks, Bucks and Oxon AA); P. McG. 
Corsak (Hants and IoW AA); L. J, SELBY 
(Essex, Cambs and Herts Society); R. D, ScoT1 
(South-Eastern Society). 

(4) Four Representatives of Allied Societies in 
Scotland: nominated by the Council of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland: 
T. S. Corpiner (Glasgow); J. A. H. MoTTRAM 
(Edinburgh); T. H. THoms (Dundee), (One 
member to be appointed.) 

(5) One Representative of Allied Societies in 
Wales: Cyrit A. HuGuHes (South Wales Insti- 
tute), 

(6) Two Representatives of Allied Societies in 
Treland: W. J. CaANTweLt (Royal Institute of 
Architects of Ireland). (To be appointed: 
Royal Society of Ulster Architects.) 


REPRESENTATIVES OF SOCIETIES IN ALLIANCE 
WITH THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OVERSEAS. 


A. J. C. Patne (Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada); T. E. Scott, CBE (rep. in UK): 
E. J. A. WELLER (Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects); A. GRAHAM HENDERSON, RSA (rep. 
in UK); G. R, C. Muston (New Zealand In- 
stitute of Architects); R. H. Uren (rep. in UK); 
Cottn M. Sinccair (The Institute of South 
African Architects); MICHAEL T. WATERHOUSE, 
CBE (rep. in UK); and Stuart BENTLEY (rep. 
in UK of the Indian Institute of Architects). 

Representative of the AA (London): JOHN 
BRANDON-JONES; Representative of Or : 
KENNETH J. CAMPBELL; Chairman of Board of 
Architectural Education: =. ENTHOVEN; 
Chairman of RIBA Registration Committee: 
S. VINCENT GOODMAN; Two Representatives of 
RIBA Salaried and Official Architects’ Com- 
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mittee: (To be appointed) - 
RIBA_ Allied Societies 
CONOLLYy, CBE. 


and Chairman of 
Conference: Harop 


SOUTH-EASTERN SOCIETY 
PRIBA at Annual Luncheon 


HE annual luncheon of 
Eastern Society of Architee 
held on Saturday, June 22, at the Butfor 
Bridge Hotel, near Dorking. Over oh 
members and guests were greeted by th 
President of the Society, Mr. R. Dunca 
Scott, FRIBA, and Mrs. Scott; by a 
President of the RIBA, Mr, Kennet 
M. B. Cross, MA; and by the Chairma 
of the Guildford Chapter, Mr, J. EA 
Brownrigg, ARIBA, and Mrs, Brownrigg 
After sherry on the lawn, the rs 
pany took lunch in the Abinger Tithe 
Barn, re-erected in the hotel grounds in 
1934, after —. the toast of the Society 
was proposed by the Presi , 
me lB y dent of the 

Allied Societies * Vital’ 

The South Eastern Society (said Mp 
Cross) was the largest and most import. 
ant of the Allied Societies. He was glad 
that it was so keenly interested in archi- 
tectural education, for that was one of 
the fundamental things the Royal Insti 
tute had to think about if the future wa; 
to be secured. But now the Allied 
Societies Overseas were coming more into 
the picture. Though it was only about 





the turn of the century that they had 
begun to come into being, they had a 
vital role to play, and it was to strengthen 
the bonds between them and the home 
societies that he and the Secretary had 
recently made a protracted journey of 
32,000 miles of the Commonwealth 
countries. 

“We went there,’ said Mr. Cross, ‘for 
three reasons. First, to increase the exist- 
ing goodwill and fellowship, through 
personal contacts; second, to discuss 
technical matters to do with Registration 
and education; and third, to propose that 
the whole of our vast organisation be 
knit together in a permanent way by 
means of periodic conferences. At a time 
when a veritable revolution is taking 
place in construction, the time has come 
for greater elasticity and opporiunity for 
exchange of architects between countries 
overseas and the United Kingdom, and 
vice versa. We want the RIBA to be the 
central body, equal in partnership with 
other groups scatiered throughout the 
world.’ 

Mr. Cross then took his audience on 
a quick tour of the Commonwealth—to 
Singapore ‘ where quick fortunes are {0 
be made in the construction world’; to 
Australia and New Zealand; to America, 
where he had seen a school with n0 
natural lighting whatsoever; and where, 
at the Centennial celebrations of the AIA, 
he and the Secretary had had the most 
heart-warming reception (* the French 
were not there, nor were the Germans, 
but the British were there *); and Canada, 
‘where the future is going to be great 
and where buildings can stand compat 
son with any others anywhere, and 
quality and finish are better than Ameti 
can examples.’ : 

Proposing the toast of ‘The Guests 








june 28 19 


i 




















3 1957 | 


rman of 
Harotp 


ETY 
PON 


South 
ts Was 
urford 
er 20 
by the 
uncan 
DY the 
enneth 
Litman 
E. A, 
Vrigo, 
COM 
Tithe 
nds jn 
Ociety 
of the 


1 Mr, 
port. 
$ glad 
archi- 
ne of 
Insti- 
€ Was 
Allied 
> into 
about 
had 
ad a 
gthen 
home 
’ had 
y of 
ealth 


* for 
exist- 
ough 
SCUSS 
ation 
- that 
n be 
y by 
time 
king 
ome 
y for 
tries 

and 
> the 
with 

the 


> on 
—to 
e to 
; to 
rica, 
10 
rere, 
AJA, 
nost 
ench 
ans, 
ada, 
real 
yati- 
1 in 
rer: 


sts, 








june 28 1957 THE BUILDER 7 



































a ee 





Architects: Guy Morgan & Partners F/F.R.1.B.A. 


DEVELOPMENT AT KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


Office building in course of construction for 


MALKAY INVESTMENTS LTD 








HUMPHREYS 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 





CHESTER LONDON PLYMOUTH 





























BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS SINCE 1834 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


| thoroughly is our endeavour. 








The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE - E.C.2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 
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Mr. R. DUNCAN Scotr thanked _the 
President for his references to the Society. 
It was true that they were interested in 
architectural education, and had prepared 
a report on it. Whether it would go for- 
ward to the RIBA in its present form 
or modified, he hoped it would receive 
r attention. 

. Much had been heard about subtopia, 
continued Mr. Scott. It was only by 
training the right kind of architects and 
then by using them that we should im- 
prove the position. The best course of 
action was that authorities should engage 
skilled employees, but where that could 
not be done the system of voluntary 
panels was the next best thing. — 

In referring to the visit to take place 
lar that afternoon to Guildford 
Cathedral, Mr. Scott said that the Society 
would be issuing an appeal for £2,000 
to provide an Architect’s Window in the 
Cathedral. 


Architecture and Character 


Responding, Mr. G. R. A. NUGENT, 
MP. referred to the influence that archi- 
tecture exerted on national character, The 
effect of Georgian architecture on the 
19th century was great, he said. If, as 
had been said, architecture was frozen 
music, he sometimes wondered if some 
of our current work was responsible for 
rock ’n’ roll. The Renaissance seemed 
to him to be architecture devised for the 
glory of man, whereas the greatest archi- 
tecture, as in the Middle Ages, came from 
glorification of God. ‘In this present 
age it is quite something that the people 
of Guildford and its ‘surroundings should 
be undertaking the building of a great 
Cathedral; in some intangible way that 
action permeates the materialism of our 
time for the general good,’ said Mr. 
Nugent, who concluded by saying that 
architects must try to get over the point 
to the public that architecture could do 
much to enrich the common life, and 
that architects and the services they pro- 
vided were not something that could be 
dispensed with. 

His Honour JUDGE 
CLARK also responded. 


A. A. GORDON 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS 
Branch News 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of. the 
Scottish Branch was held at the Golden Lion 
Hotel, Stirling, on May 25. Mr. ©. I. 
Burchell, FRICS, FFS, was re-elected to the 
chair and welcomed a record attendance. 
The president, Mr. G. S. Agar, and the 
secretary, Mr. H. M. Soar, were present. 

The inaugural meeting of the North-west 
group was held at the Adelphi Hotel, Liver- 
pool, on May 24. Mr. G. S. Agar, took 
the chair and handed over to Mr. Maxwell 
Caplin, FFS, on his election to that post. 
After discussion an interesting and varied 
Programme was tentatively agreed upon 
and these interested in local affairs should 
contact Mr. F. C. Farrell, FFS, 22 Wood- 
land-avenue, Widnes. Telephone Widnes 
3418. 

The annual general meeting of the South 
Wales and Monmouthshire branch was held 
at St. Mellons County Club on May 31. 
when Mr. W. G. H. Gould, FFS, was elected 


chairman. The annual dinner-dance which 
followed was an all-time record. Guests 
were Mr. G. S. Agar, the president-elect, Mr. 
G. F. Grizelle, P/P, Mr. G. C. Fox, the hon. 
treasurer, Mr. W. R. Martin, members of 
council messrs, S. Clough, D. Idris Jones 
and the general secretary, Mr. H. M. Soar. 

The new secretary is: D. Idris Jones, FFS, 
8 Brynheulog-terrace, Cwmavon, Port 
Talbot, Glam. Telephone: Port Talbot 
3161, Ext. 268. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
March Examinations 


Now ISSUED is the pass or part-pass list 
in the special test and professional examina- 
tions held in 15 centres in the United King- 
dom and 15 overseas centres in March. There 
were no awards for the gold or silver medals; 
but the bronze medal in the intermediate ex- 
amination goes to Mr. J. D. Holland, of 
Norwich. The Reginald Wood prize is 
awarded to Mr. James Cuffe, of Leather- 
head. Special prizes: Mr. I. C. Clulow 
(Derby) and C. A. Carnell (Nottingham). 


ASSOCIATION OF 
BUILDING TECHNICIANS 


Productivity Team Report on Visit 
to Holland and Sweden 


MEMBERS of the Association of 
“~~ Building Technicians productivity 
team, Mr. F. E. Shrosbree, general 
secretary; Mr. Colin Penn, ARIBA, 
executive council: member, and Mr. S. 
Mayer, vice-president, gave a prelimin- 
ary verbal report of their recent visit to 
Holland and Sweden at a meeting of the 
ABT, London branch, held on June 7, at 
the Building Centre. The visit was 
sponsored by the European Productivity 
Agency. 

Mr. SHROSBREE opened the meeting by 
saying that the team had gone to Holland 
and Sweden to examine questions relat- 
ing to the organisation of architects and 
other building technicians, their relation- 
ship with professional bodies and trade 
unions, and also to examine the latest 
development in building construction 
technique. Some difficulty was experi- 
enced in Holland, he said, in assessing 
the organisation of technical men in the 
building industry—there were no Quan- 
tity Surveyors for instance, and terms 
used here meant different things there. 


A Draughtsman Class 
It appeared that in Holland the archi- 


tect held a leading position and was 
usually surrounded by architectural 
draughtsmen. These men were called 


draughtsmen and were not all architects 
or trying to be architects, as was the case 
in Britain. There was no Registration 
Act for architects and there were 
apparently about 3,000 in the country, 
some 1,200 of whom belong to a profes- 
sional institute. These men had a high 
status and were well remunerated. 
Draughtsmen were well organised, and 
salary scales negotiated nationally so that 
a draughtsman knew that he would get 
the standard current rate whichever 
architect he worked for. The current 
scale of salaries for draughtsmen formed 
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a part of the building contract docu- 
ments. 

In Rotterdam it was found that pre- 
planning with contractors, town planners, 
production efficiency men, took (place. 
Contractors were thus assured of a con- 
tinuity of work provided that their prices 
remained fair and their workmanship 
sound. Generally building contractors 
in Holland were of a high standard. A 
man had to prove experience and finan- 
cial backing before he was allowed to 
start up in the business. 

In Sweden, Mr. Shrosbree said, the 
position regarding architects and their 
organisation was also different to that in 
this country. These men belonged to an 
Architects’ Society (SAR) which appeared 
to be a lively and progressive body, to 
which the member paid some £14 a year. 

He also mentioned that in both coun- 
tries there was a greater determination 
to find ways of working in frosty weather 
and referred to a Swedish scheme where 
men constructed a 12-storey block under 
cover and were working on the roof with 
an atmosphere as warm as that in his 
own office, while snow lay on the ground. 

Mr. Mayer said he would like to 
devote most of his time to describing a 
most interesting experiment which the 
building trades unions, in association with 
the Co-operative Movement and the 
Government, were carrying out at Vester- 
las in Sweden. They visited the site and 
found a 12-storey block of flats under 
erection. A canvas cover, three-storeys 
deep, was suspended over the rising 
building on a light metal framework, 
supported off the ground, and leaving 
sufficient space round the building for 
units to be raised or lowered between the 
outside face of the block and the canvas 
cover. 

When they went on site the building 
was up to the ninth floor (of 12-storeys) 
and tenants were already in occupation 
up to the sixth floor—with all services 
including lift in operation! This remark- 
able result was achieved by adopting a 
high quantity of factory constructed 
units, containing service pipes, windows 
and wall areas. The factory was set up 
within a mile of the site. 

Only 30 men were employed in this 
construction work, in both the factory 
and on the site. Mr. Mayer commented 
that the staircase design would not have 
passed the LCC regulations and he 
doubted if a district surveyor would have 
approved. But nevertheless it seemed to 
be quite safe and effective. High tensile 
steel was used widely for reinforcement 
in Sweden and concrete was being used 
with air entraining agents with a 5-5} per 
cent. amount of air entrained. 

Mr. PENN in showing coloured slides 
illustrating the tour included some excel- 
lent scenic shots of Delft and Stockholm 
Town Hall. The Swedish architecture 
he had found most interesting but the 
Dutch were further ahead in a wide use 
of prefabrication. Dutch houses had 
half basements for storage purposes. 

On coming away from Rotterdam 
Station towards the town, he said, one 
was faced by a large oval shaped office 
building, said to be the largest of its kind 
in Europe. A motor road ramped up 
within the building to the second floor. 
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Work of the Singapore Improvement Trust 
MR. J. M. FRASER AT THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


AT a meeting of the Town Planning 
Institute on Thursday, June 27, Mr. 
James M. Fraser, CBE, FRIBA, 
MTPI, Chairman and Manager of the 
Singapore Improvement Trust, gave an 
address on the work of the Trust, an 
organisation which, as he said, * will 
shortly pass into history.’ From this we 
take the following brief extracts:— 
Singapore, said Mr. Fraser, has just 
been promised internal self-government 
within the Commonwealth and will now 
have to undertake great responsibilities 
as a self-governing state. With this will 
come the reorganisation of local govern- 
ment on the island and in the past five 
years, three major reports on_ local 
government have been produced. Out of 
these, Government has produced a White 
Paper on Policy which separates the 
functions of planning from those of 
housing and development. A Master 
Plan for Singapore is about to be 
approved and the Minister of Local 
Government, Lands and Housing will 
have a small team to advise him, to 
carry out a continuing survey and to 
deal with planning appeals. Statutory 
planning will be carried out by the city 
council and the four district councils to 
be formed in the rural area. The Central 
Planning department will, for the time 
being, be transferred to the city council 
and its officers will advise the district 
councils, who will make their own plan- 
ning decisions within the framework of 
the Master Plan. 


The Master Plan 


A Housing and Development Board 
will be formed which will be a statutory 
body responsible to the Minister for 
public housing and for the carrying out 
of development and_ redevelopment 
schemes throughout the island. This will 
include the erection and management of 
housing estates, the redevelopment of 
central areas, the planning and develop- 
ment of areas designated for new towns 
and new settlements and the resettling of 
squatters from sites required for public 
development. Minor schemes of improve- 
ment will be carried out by the local 
authorities themselves under the Local 
Authorities Ordinance. All these things 
are now the responsibility of the Singa- 
pore Improvement Trust and many of 
them are tasks (including housing) which 
have been self-imposed. 

Late in 1950, as a result of persistent 
pressure, Government decided to appoint 
Sir George Pepler as Planning Adviser to 
the Government of Singapore and _ this 
appointment lasted for four years. At 
the same time, Government agreed that 
a Diagnostic Survey Team be appointed 
and a Master Plan prepared. The Diag- 
nostic Survey Team, now Master Plan 
Team, has worked for five years and has 
prepared a comprehensive report and 
plan which has passed through the 
inquiry stage and is now with Govern- 
ment for approval. The Plan seeks to 
control land use over the whole of the 
Island of Singapore. All development 


will be controlled under the framework 
of the Master Plan, and under this plan 
housing will take its proper place in the 
future development of the island. 


Population and Housing 


Singapore’s most frightening problem 
is the rate at which its population is 
increasing. Migration is strictly con- 
trolled and the causes of increase in 
population are almost wholly the high 
birth rate and the low death rate. During 
1956, the population increased by 54,000 
—a crude rate of four per cent. per 
annum. In 92 countries covered by the 
United Nations it has the highest birth 
rate and one of the lowest death rates. 
Jn 1947, the last census year, the popula- 
tion was 938,144. The census this year 
will certainly show more than 1.3 million 
and the forecast is that 2 million will be 
reached by 1970. 


Housing has to be provided for about 
50,000 new people each year, and about 
200,000 people have to be cleared from 
the slums which now exist. To cope with 
this, it is estimated that 12,000 new 
houses will be required annually for 20 
years. The rate of building is now about 
6,000 per annum of all kinds, of which 
about half is provided by the Trust in 
permanent housing. If this programme 
is doubled, and the Trust is aiming to 
build 6,000 a year by 1960, this will mean 
an annual expenditure on housing of 
over $30 million a year in capital cost 
and probably a $2 million annual subsidy 
for each programme. 


By the end of 1956, more than 16,000 
houses and shops had been built by the 
Trust. Of these 12,400 dwellings had 
been built since 1947 and are being man- 
aged by the Trust, and 1,000 more are 
being occupied temporarily by families of 
the local forces. A total of approxi- 
mately $90 million has been spent on the 
provision of housing accommodation, of 
which $75 million has come from 
Government loans and remainder from 
other funds administered by the Trust. 
At this date, there are over 3,000 houses 
and flats and a further 5,000 are pro- 
grammed to start within the next year. 


Housing is not normally an exciting 
task for architects but in Singapore our 
architects are faced with a continuous 
challenge. They are required to produce 
good permanent high density housing 
integrated into self-contained neighbour- 
hoods to conform with high planning 
standards at the lowest possible cost. The 
Trust is justifiably proud of what it has 
achieved in this respect. 


The Master Plan envisages that 
approximately 200,000 people will re- 
quire to be cleared from the slums and 
rehoused in the next 20 years. This 
means 10,000 people a year and at least 
1,500 houses a year to accommodate 
them. The average cost of housing a 
family, including land rents in the 
Central Areas, will be $10,000 and the 
total cost per annum will therefore be 
about $15 million. At the same time the 
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3 
housing register is steadily incre. 


ly asing and | 
at least another $15 million per a 
will be required to make an impression 


on this. This is capital which wil] Tequire 
to be borrowed. It will be impossible 
rehouse all the central area residents jp 
the centra] areas, nor is such a thins 
desirable, but the great problem at th 
moment is to persuade the residents of 
the central areas to move to better hoy. 
ing in the new estates and suburbs 
Probably 50 per cent. will be rehousej 
in central area property because of the; 
inability to go very far from their wor 
but every effort is being made to &. 
centralise into new suburban areas anj 
particularly into new towns. 


New Towns 


The New Town Policy is a long-term 
one and will take some years to develop, 
As a start the Trust has been developing 
an area of about 600 acres within fou: 
miles of the centre of the city. This area 
was acquired some years ago and ha 
been added to since the war, and it js now 
being developed as the satellite suburb 
of Queenstown. The first neighbourhood 
was completed last year and there 
are now approximately 18,000 people 
living in 2,200 houses within that neigh- 
bourhood. The suburb when completed 
will house 60,000 people in five neigh. 
bourhoods. Neighbourhood II is now 
under construction and should be com- 
pleted within two years. The other three 
neighbourhoods will follow and it is 
hoped to complete the whole by 1962. 

In the first neighbourhood of Queens- 
town, the buildings range from two- 
storey terrace houses to a 14-storey block 
which was opened by the Minister in 
October last year. Planners here will 
be staggered at the densities which are 
used not only in the central areas but in 
new suburbs such as Queenstown. 60,000 
people in 500 acres seems very high com 
pared with new town densities in this 
country but it is essential for Singapore. 
Queenstown densities are justified by an 
adjoining green belt which includes a 
large Chinese cemetery. 


Conclusion 


In the 30 years of its existence the 
Trust has struggled with a problem of 
rapid growth and _ expansion  super- 
imposed on natural physical decay and 
over-crowding. Its resources have been 
insufficient to make any real impression 
on an almost insoluble problem. Whether 
the resources of its successors will ever 
be adequate to find a solution 1s 4 
matter at which one can only guess. I! 
has nevertheless shown what can be done 
in the matter of housing and it has given 
a possible blue print for the future in the 
Master Plan. For the future develop- 
ment of Singapore a great deal of skill. 
courage, resource and determination will 
be required. Singapore needs know 
ledge, men and money. Knowledge it 1s 
rapidly acquiring; money has never been 
too scarce but never quite adequate. 
men who can use the knowledge and 
spend the money wisely is what Singa- 
pore needs most and above all men who 
will work to build the Singapore of the 
future on the foundations which have 
been laid in a not too inglorious past. 


THE BUILDER 


Estime 
Institute ¢ 


With a view 
Institute of . 
whether mer 
Science? 

is not a men 
Builder.’ Th 


THE Oxf 
followin 
and a Scienc 
monly appre 
concerned Vv 
art with mi 
results. Son 
science 1S © 
ment of pr: 
on the kno' 
cation of pr 
hand, being 
knowledge ‘ 
acquired by 
definition 0 
science with 
determine w 
or an art 1 
processes Of 
Since the 
witnessed a 
methods of 
a great ad 
in the use 
niques. Pref 
of factory 
assumed a- 
cost of la 
fluenced de: 
structures; 
have becom 
standard o 
factors have 
approach t 
ing to use 
Some exan 
mind are 
walling, so 
crete, the | 
and the va 
traditional 


The 


This scie 
influence « 
A more sci 
to evaluate 
techniques 
ful if one 
them all. 
increase in 
the operat 
the vari 
become m 

In the | 
various fu 
shared an 
of co-ordit 
results. Th 
the Civil 
this brancl 
problems, 
mating an 

On a te 
factory, 1 
Specialists 

l. THE 
who will ; 





8 1957 


Ng and 
annum 
TeSsion 
require 
ible tp 
“nts in 

thing 
at the 
Nts of 
"hous. 
burbs, 
LOUsed 
E their 
Work 
0) de. 
Sand 


term 
velop, 
oping 
four 
$ area 
1 has 
3 now 
Iburb 
hood 
there 
eople 
eigh- 
leted 
eigh- 
now 
com- 
three 
it is 
Pens. 
two- 
lock 
T in 
will 
are 
it in 
,000 
OM- 
this 
yore. 
jan 
Sa 


the 
of 
per- 
and 
een 
ion 


ive 








THE BUILDER June 28 1957 


Estimating: Art or Science ? 


Insti 


tute of Building Estimators’ Prize Essay, by E. B. Ireland 


With a view to stimulating interest in the subject of Building Estimating, the 
Institute of Building Estimators has organised a competition, open to all Estimators 


whether memb 


ers of the Institute or not, on the subject of ‘ Estimating : Art or 


Science?’ The winning essay by Mr. E. B. Ireland, of Carlisle (who incidentally 
is not a member). is printed below. It gains the prize of £25 presented by * The 


Builder” There were eleven entries. 


THE Oxford Dictionary draws the 
following distinction between an Art 
and a Science: ‘ The distinction as com- 
monly apprehended is that a science is 
concerned with theoretic truth, and an 
art with methods for effecting certain 
results. Sometimes, however, the term 
science is extended to denote a depart- 
ment of practical work which depends 
on the knowledge and conscious appli- 
cation of principles: an art on the other 
hand, being understood to require merely 
knowledge of traditional rules and skill 
acquired by habit.” This is a very fair 
definition of the relationship of art to 
science with regard to Estimating, but to 
determine whether Estimating is a science 
or an art it is necessary to review the 
processes of modern estimating. 

Since the end of the last war we have 
witnessed a revolution in the building 
methods of this country. There has been 
a great advance in mechanisation and 
in the use of new materials and tech- 
niques. Prefabrication and the wider use 
of factory produced components have 
assumed a greater importance. The high 
cost of labour and materials has in- 
fluenced design and resulted in slenderer 
structures; consequently, specifications 
have become more exacting and a higher 
standard of control is desired. These 
factors have necessitated a more scientific 
approach to building and civil engineer- 
ing to use them to their best advantage. 
Some examples which come readily to 
mind are prestressed concrete, curtain 
walling, soil stabilisation, vacuum con- 
crete, the use of plasticisers in mortars 
and the various non-traditional or new- 
traditional techniques. 


The Scientific Approach 


_ This scientific bias has had a marked 
influence on the estimating profession. 
A more scientific outlook is now required 
to evaluate these factors. The range of 
techniques is now so wide that it is doubt- 
ful if one man could adequately cover 
them all. Just as there has been an 
increase in the division of labour among 
the operatives, so has the delineation of 
the. various professional functions 
become more pronounced. 

In the larger firms in particular the 
Vatlous functions of estimating are now 
shared and the estimator has the task 
of co-ordinating them and evaluating the 
results. This trend is strongly evident in 
the Civil Engineering Industry, but as 
this branch, of estimating presents its own 
Problems, I will deal with Building Esti- 
mating and the Scientific Approach. 

On a tender for, shall we say, a large 
factory, we shall find the following 
Specialists involved : 

. THE Sots MECHANICS ENGINEER 
Wao will advise on problems which may 


be encountered on such matters as 
foundations, piling, dewatering, the 
nature of materials to be excavated, soil 
stabilisation, materials suitable for filling 
and their compaction. These are but a 
few examples of how he can assist the 
estimator in reducing to manageable pro- 
portions the gambles formerly associated 
with this work. 

2. THE CONCRETE ENGINEER can pro- 
vide valuable advice on the most 
economical concrete mixes to use. He will 
survey the areas from which aggregates 
and sand will be obtained and report on 
the sources which will produce material 
complying with the specification. The 
modern tendency to specify concrete by 
performance and the resulting quality 
control has made this essential. In col- 
laboration with the plant engineer he is 
able to advise on problems in placing 
the concrete. 

3. THE PLANT ENGINEER Covers an 
extensive field, and is in a position to 
provide specialised advice on many 
aspects. He will advise on the most suit- 
able plant to use, and he can also initiate 
research into new plant or the adaptation 
of existing plant. On contracts with a 
large quantity of earthworks, it is 
essential to determine the right machines 
to use both as to type and number. It 
will make a vast difference to a tender 
if, for example, tractors and scrapers can 
be used instead of excavators and lorries. 
Different types of scrapers function at 
optimum performance according to the 
terrain and the nature of the work. In 
certain circumstances it may pay to use 
rubber-tyred rigs while in others the site 
may become so sticky after rain that 
their increased output may be offset by 
the high proportion of standing time. 
Factors like this can make or mar a 
successful tender and a close liaison is 
necessary between the estimator and the 
plant engineer. 

Concrete mixing and placing equip- 
ment is another important factor on which 
the plant engineer in collaboration with 
the concrete engineer can advise. Modern 
techniques have evolved much specialised 
equipment and there is a wide choice of 
machinery from weighbatched mixers, 
handscrappers, portable silos, continu- 
ous mixers and large batching plants. 

If pressurised cement is available its 
use can appreciably affect the price of 
concrete. There is a range of equipment 
for placing concrete which varies from 
the hand-propelled wheelbarrow to the 
large precision spreaders. Other methods 
which have their application in suitable 
circumstances are concrete pumps, 
pneumatic pumps, monorails and skips, 
electrically operated endless belts, cranes 
and skips. These methods all vary in 
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cost and output and the correct choice is 
important. 


Different types of structures bring their 
own problems: on a multi-storey build- 
ing it may be necessary to decide when it 
ceases to be economical to lift materials 
by a hoist and when to employ a tower 
crane. There is a wide range of types 
of tower crane so it is necessary to decide 
which is the right one for the job. By 
palletisation it is possible to reduce the 
distribution of materials costs but this 
may be offset by the high cost of the 
crane. By collaboration with the plant 
engineer the estimator can strike the right 
balance. 


Machinery’s Vital Part 


Machinery is playing a very vital part 
in increasing the productivity of the 
industry and through keen competition 
the contractor cannot afford to lag 
behind in this important field. 


4. SHUTTERING DESIGN: To prepare an 
economical tender for reinforced concrete 
work it is necessary to have a shuttering 
design at the tendering stage so that any 
problems can be ironed out. Special 
forms of construction such as shell arch 
roofs, ‘silos, multi-storey buildings and 
reservoirs to name but a few require this 
treatment, though, to be effective, draw- 
ings must be available at the tendering 
Stage. 

5. PRE-PLANNING: The Planning Engi- 
neer will examine the project and prepare 
a programme showing the duration of 
the work and the sequence of the various 
operations, including the integration of 
the sub-contractor’s work. He will arrive 
at the period of construction required 
which will be quoted in the tender. His 
findings are important in arriving at the 
time the plant will be required on the 
job and in assessing the time the super- 
visory staff will be required. In some 
respects his work is a corollary to the 
estimator’s except that he is working in 
units of production while the estimator is 
arriving at a similar result in terms of 
money. 


6. Work Srupy: A comprehensive 
work study organisation can provide the 
estimator with much useful information. 
It can provide information on newly- 
developed techniques and over a long 
term can provide a check on established 
constants. Though as regards the build- 
ing industry it is still in its infancy it 
should be able to render increasing 
assistance to the estimator. 


7. Sire MANAGEMENT: The prospec- 
tive site administration can be of con- 
siderable assistance by outlining their 
ideas on production problems and provide 
supplementary information to that pro- 
vided by the other specialists. Where 
special conditions are to be encountered 
such as tunnelling or tidal work the 
experience of a man who has supervised 
these types of work can be invaluable. 

The Estimator will now have a mass-of 
information and experience to draw on 
which he will have to co-ordinate, recon- 
cile conflicting opinions and probably 
discard some of it. He will have to con- 
vert it into terms of bill rates and he 
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will have many factors to consider such 
as: 


a) The current wage rates and all 
their concomitants such as insurances, 
holidays with pay contributions, tool 
money, working rules, production 
bonuses, etc. 

b) Plant charges and operating costs 
will be considered. 


c) What outputs may reasonably be 
expected from both men and machines? 
Will there be anything which — will 
justify altering well-tried constants? 


d) The quantity of materials incor- 
porated in the work will require 
accurate calculation. Waste and hand- 
ling costs must be included. 


e) Inquiries will be sent to sup- 
pliers and sub-contractors and the 
quotations when received will have to 
be compared and checked. 

f) The suitability of various 
materials will have to be ascertained 
and this may mean visits to quarries, 
sandpits and brick works. 


The pricing will go steadily for- 
ward and the time allotted for the pre- 
paration of the tender will rapidly glide 
away until the bills are priced and it is 
possible to obtain a net value of the work. 
The last few days will be devoted to tele- 


phoning laggard sub-contractors and 
suppliers until the information is 
complete. 


The preliminaries will be priced on a 
factual basis. The question of overtime 
will be considered in the light of pre- 
planning reports. 

The availability of Jabour will be 
assessed and the methods and costs of 
supplementing deficiencies considered. 
The cost of operating "buses or providing 
living accommodation may have to be 
calculated. The amount and quality of 
the supervision will be determined, 
together with office or living accommo- 
dation. The cost of stores, compounds. 
workshops and storage tanks will be 
evaluated. Canteen facilities, sanitary 
conveniences, welfare amenities and the 
many items which come under the broad 
heading of Preliminaries will be 
considered. 

Items which really belong to the body 
of the bill, but which for convenience 
are left until the end, will be priced. 
Among these may be temporary roads, 
scaffolding, certain plant costs, the pro- 
vision of water for the works, watching 
and lighting and the provision of electric 
or compressed air power. 


Calculating the Profit 
There now remains the one factor 
which cannot be obtained by any pseudo- 
scientific method, and that is the profit 
required. It cannot be purely nominal 
but must be based on extraneous fac- 
tors which will be influenced by the 
firm’s policy: 
a) The type of work. Will it suit 
the firm’s organisation and resources? 
b) Supply and demand. This will 
attempt to strike a balance between 
the urgency with which the work is 
required and the nature of the 
competition. 


c) Methods of financing the work. 
Here the restriction of credit will make 
its influence felt. If the contractor 
anticipates having to go to the banks 
for finance he will require to cover the 
cost of this in his profit. 

d) Contingency. If there is a large 
element of risk which has not been re- 
duced to its absolute minimum by 
scientific methods of tendering it will 
be necessary to include for some 
margin to meet possible eventualities. 

e) If a fluctuations clause for labour 
and materials cost is not incorporated 
in the tender, an assessment of wage 
and market trends must be made and 
evaluated. With the profit determined, 
the tender will be completed and in all 
probability will be ready just in time 
to catch the last post. 


Extensive advantages are to be 
obtained from scientific tendering. If 
the tender is unsuccessful the contractor 
has the satisfaction of knowing he has 
put all he could into the tender and he 
will be able to decide if his successful 
competitor has ‘ bought’ the job or not. 
He will be able to assess the market and 
use the information to his advantage on 
future tenders. 


If the tender is successful, the advan- 
tages become more apparent if the con- 
tractor’s job organisation is such that he 
can reap these benefits. Cost control can 
be kept in operation during the period of 
the contract and actual site costs can be 
related back to the amounts allowed in 
the tender. The productivity of labour 
and the efficiency of job management can 
be determined, and adverse trends can be 
arrested as soon as they arise. The con- 
tractor will know his financial position 
from month to month instead of having 
to wait until the end of the financial year 
to obtain his trading position. 


The contractor is able to budget for 
his outgoings and is able to assess the 
amount of capital he will have to allocate 
to the job. He can assess the advan- 
tages to be gained from the use of new 
techniques. He can make comparisons 
between different jobs and decide for 
which type of job his organisation is best 
suited. Experience can be recorded and 
classified for future use and benefit to 
the firm and_ prospective clients. 
Variations in the contract can be adjusted 
more easily and accurately. ‘Star’ rates 
built up on the same basis as the tender 
are readily accepted by the client’s 
quantity surveyor. 

Scientific estimating practice applied to 
negotiated tenders gives the client confi- 
dence and satisfaction that he is getting a 
square deal. Comparisons between alter- 
natives can be made, and if the contrac- 
tor is brought into the picture at the 
design stage, his experience can be 
utilized to produce the most economical 
building. This is a great advantage where 
the project is subject to rapidly improving 
techniques and the design has to be 
altered during construction to accommo- 
date new ideas. 

Having described the nature of 
scientific tendering and the benefits which 
accrue from it, it is now time to detail 
some of the pitfalls which militate 
against it. 
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_ 1. THe Human E:ement: Jp 
industry such as the building an 
engineering industry the operatives a 
not be treated as automatons. Each hia 
has a different level of skill and 4 
ductivity from his fellows and the pe 
man is a mythical creature. Avena 
may be obtained but there is no guaran 
that they will run true to form. Th 
works are for a greater part of their time 
exposed to the elements and in a variahj, 
climate such as ours the weather can 
cause great variances. Factors such x 
site organisation which can have a great 
influence on morale will affect produc. 
tivity more than anything else. 


Unknown Factors 


2. UNKNOWN Factors: The estimato; 
has to contend with many unknown fy. 
tors of which the weather is but one: 


a) He rarely has a complete set of 
drawings available while he prepare 
the tender, and frequently he has to be 
content with a cursory examination of 
some sketch plans in the architects 
office. | When working drawings are 
available the architect is usually 
reluctant to part with them. 


b) The bills of quantities often do 
not adequately describe the work, a 
they are often prepared by the quantity 
surveyor from incomplete drawings and 
quite frequently contain items which 
are inserted to obtain a rate, and may 
not be needed. 


c) He is frequently allowed inate. 
quate time for tendering and cons 
quently cannot do justice to the 
tender. Clients who may spend months 
in making up their minds on the 
design once they see a finished sketch 
plan insist on the project going for 
ward in too short a time, and in 
endeavouring to keep to a tight pro- 
gramme the architect sacrifices the 
time allowed for tendering. 

d) There is a tendency to let a large 
proportion of the works to nominated 
sub-contractors over whom the mail 
contractor has a nominal legal supe: 
vision but in actual practice has only 
a slight control. 

The names of the successful nom: 
nated sub-contractors may not lk 
known at the time of tender ani 
their full requirements will not b 
known. The estimator is probably 
given a conventional attendance item 
to price which does not bear any It 
semblance to the nominated sub-cor- 
tractors’ actual needs. 

e) Circumstances may alter durin 
the course of the contract which Wi 
throw the estimator’s calculations 0! 
of perspective. A slight alteration ¢ 
the commencement of the contract cat 
have unforeseen effects in the late 
stages. The contractor is protect 
against some of these occurrences by 
the various forms of contract, but the 
are a number of eventualities whict 
must be covered by the estimator. 


3: THe EMPLOYMENT OF Mi 


: hp 
SPECIALISTS on the preparation of 


tender tends to over-departmentalisalit 


and may produce an inflexible orga” 


sation. Scientific tendering requié 
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- contractors do not 
e tenders take longer to pre- 
oe stafl are required to do 
od It is difficult to programme the 
work of an estimating department, and 
frequently important tenders will have to 
be abandoned if full justice is to be done 
to the remaining ones. This means that 
tendering must be very selective if full 
advantage is to be made of the system. 


4, AN ELaBoratre Cost CONTROL may 
cause current adverse trends to be reflec- 
ted unnecessarily in future prices, and 
conversely propitious trends may create 
a feeling of false optimism which may 
not be maintained. 


. ources Which many 


Factors Outside Control 


Having exhausted the _ scientific 
approach the estimator must now show 
a flair for appraisement of factors over 
which he has no control. He must take 
the broad view and accept the inevitable 
fact that an element of gambling must 
enter into his calculations. | He knows 
that he cannot ‘hit the mark” every time 
and he must hope that the gains on the 
swings will balance the losses on the 
roundabouts. To do this he must get 
the ‘feel of the job ’—an art which can 
only be acquired by experience. He has 
to consider what other tenderers may be 
doing and gauge the nature of the market. 
He will have to consider justifiable risks 
which may have to be taken. 

He must accept the fact that precise 
costings are difficult to obtain and the 
accurate allocation of costs on the site 
is frequently impossible. Labour and 
machine constants are rarely on _ the 
mark, and to calculate something to two 


decimal places is both pedantic and 
impracticable. 
Estimating, however, cannot exist 


solely as an art and is dependent on a 
base and body of scientific accuracy, but 
these do not go the whole way and any- 
one relying on them would be hanging a 
millstone round his neck. The ultimate 
exercise of the art of estimating is draw- 
ing the distinction between science and 
art in a balanced system which takes full 
advantage of accumulated experience and 
knowledge. 
Finis Coronat Opus 


BUILDERS WIN APPEAL 
Ministry’s Decision 


A BIRMINGHAM firm of builders, H. J. 
“" Egginson, Ltd., of Sparkhill, have won 
an appeal against the refusal of Aldridge 
Urban Council to allow them to build 83 
houses on the Sycamore Farm estate at 
Great Barr. 

At an inquiry in April it was stated that 

the firm had built 160 houses on the estate 
since 1952-53, with the approval of West 
Bromwich, and that during that time it had 
been led to believe there would be no objec- 
tion to further development at Aldridge. 
_ The counci! claimed that it needed land 
lor Birmingham overspill commitments and 
argued that the firm’s application should 
have been made much earlier. 

In a letter announcing the decision, the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
States that the development of the larger 
Portion of the appellants’ estate had in- 








cluded special arrangements in the ex- 
pectation that they would not be re- 
fused permission to develop the remainder 
of their land. ‘On the evidence the 
Minister is satisfied that they had good 
ground for this expectation,’ the letter states. 


BUILDING IN THE CITY 
Development Plans Approved 


A NEW 18-storey building with a base- 
‘s ment car park was among a number 
of proposed developments approved by the 
Court of Common Council at its meeting 
at Guildhall on June 20. 

For use as offices, showrooms, stock- 
rooms, and a dental surgery, with shops on 
the ground floor and a licensed premises, 
the building is to be erected on a site which 
is part of 49 to 53 and 61 to 71, Fore-street, 
19 to 27, Fore Street-avenue, 1 to 15, Moor- 
fields and parts of Fore-street and Moor- 
fields (Sir John Burnet, Tait, Wilson and 
Partners, 9, Gower-street, WC1). The 
conditions state that provision must be 
made for car parking on the basis of one 
car for every 2,500 sq. ft. of gross floor 
space provided within the building, and 
that a curtain wall form of treatment of the 
external walls must be adopted to secure a 
consistent treatment of high blocks in the 
Comprehensive Development Area. 


New Buildings, Bart’s Hospital 


The undermentioned developments were 
also approved: Erection of a _ two-storey 
laboratory and research block with a deep 
basement for deep therapy purposes, at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital (Adams, Holden 
and Pearson, 38, Gordon-square, WC1); 
erection of an office building comprising 
basement, ground floor and three upper 
floors, at 35 to 36B, Basinghall-street and 
1 and 2, Basinghall-avenue (Joseph, 10, 
Lowndes-square SWI); erection of a five- 
storey office building, at 11, 12 and 13, 
Crosswall and 33 to 39, Vine-street (Knap- 
ton and Deane, 6, Martin-lane, EC4); and 
the erection of a new building for use as 
offices, at 36 37 and 38, Botolph-lane 
(London Investment and Mortgage Co., 
Ltd., 18, Upper Brook-street, W1). 


Approval was given to drawings for the 
erection of a building for use as offices, 
having basement, ground and seven upper 
floors with a car park in the basement at 7 
to 17 (inclusive), Jewry-street, 5, 6, 6a and 7, 
Carlisle-avenue and 1, 2 and 3, Crown-court 
(S. Clough, Son and Partners, 39. Devon- 
shire-street, W1). 

The drawings and details of materials for 
the following developments were also 
approved: Extension of a fifth floor over 
the existing block fronting London Wall 
for use as offices, at Salisbury House, Fins- 
bury Circus (Joseph, 10, Lowndes-square); 
and the erection of a new multi-floor 
bank building, with lettable offices above, 
having sub-basement, basement, lower 
ground, ground mezzanine and eight upper 
floors, at 33 to 41, Old Broad-street and 
1 to 6, Union-court (Ley, Colbeck and 
Partners, 51, Bishopsgate, EC2). 

Proposals Refused 

The Court endorsed the recommendations 

of the Improvements and Town Planning 


Committee refusing to permit certain pro- 
posed developments. The reason for refus- 
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ing the proposed use of the second and 
third floors for research and development 
laboratories and the carrying out of altera- 
tions at 25 and 26, West Smithfield and 14 
to 21, Hosier-lane (not within the Com- 
prehensive Development Area) was given 
in the Committee’s Report as: ‘The pro- 
posed use is unsatisfactory in that it would 
not comply with the approved use zoning of 
the Development Plan, has no connection 
with the existing institutions in the area 
and, furthermore, would adversely affect 
the amenities of the neighbourhood.’ 

Three points were made in refusing the 
demolition of the existing building and the 
erection of a new building, comprising a 
basement, ground and four upper floors for 
use as a shop with offices over, at 21, Worm- 
wood-street (not within the Comprehensive 
Development Area). 

They were: (1) The proposed develop- 
ment is unsatisfactory in that it would have 
the result of perpetuating unsatisfactory 
conditions with regard to loading and un- 
loading; (2) the building would not comply 
with the Corporation’s present planning 
standards for car parking; and (3) the site 
of the building should be incorporated in a 
comprehensive development scheme for the 
area in which it is situated, and the grant of 
permission for the development proposed 
would prejudice such comprehensive pro- 
posals. 

In refusing the erection of a building for 
use as showrooms, a factory and offices for 
mantle manufacturers, at 43, Golden-lane 
and 5, Brackley-street, the Committee 
stated that the site should be incorporated 
in a scheme for the comprehensive re- 
development of the area as a whole, and 
the separate development of the site would 
prejudice such proposals. 

The erection of a new building for use 
as a garage, showrooms, warehouses, office 
and light industry, at 37 to 44, Snow-hill 
and 65a, b, c and 66 and 67, Holborn Via- 
duct, was refused for this reason: ‘The 
entire area situated between the western 
boundary of the railway cutting to the 
corner of Holborn Viaduct and Snow Hill 
should be developed to a comprehensive 
scheme, and the development of the site in 
question as a separate unit in accordance 
with the plans submitted could not form 
part of such a scheme.’ 

The provision of a swimming bath in the 
City of London is to be considered by the 
Corporation’s General Purposes and Town 
Planning Committees. CAPTAIN ALFRED IN- 
STONE said that as long ago as 1910 resolu- 
tions had been passed by Wards in the City 
urging the provision of a public swimming 
bath. He claimed ‘widespread support’ 
for the proposal. There were five swimming 
clubs within the city but no provision for 
them, he added. 


Accident Report 


The Accident Prevention Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Cement Makers’ Federation 
has issued its report for 1956, which in- 
cludes complete analysis tables of accidents 
which occurred in the various divisions and 
companies of the Federation. The report 
also gives details showing the types of 
accidents, frequency rate, man-hours lost, 
safety measures, etc. Copies are obtain- 
able from the Federation offices, Terminal 
House, 52 Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. 
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EVERYDAY THINGS 
IV.—Brickwork 
By ARTHUR W. KENYON, 
CBE, FRIBA 


BRICKWORK may be dying out and 

its place taken by larger applied 
units of synthetic material, but so long 
as it is with us, it is well to look into it. 
England has been noted for its brick- 
work over the centuries. We have been 
fortunate in having suitable earth in 
many parts of the country for making 
bricks and men have been trained to 
make them by hand. It has been a very 
highly skilled trade, although it looks 
perfectly simple, yet strangely enough, 
bricks are individual, each man produc- 
ing something slightly different from the 
man alongside him. Once when I was 
overlooking a stack with the manager of 
a brickyard, I asked him how it was 
there was a certain difference in the 
bricks, and he replied ‘Oh, Joe always 
makes them like that.’ I am told that 
this skill is now being lost and very soon 
we shall not be able to procure hand- 
made bricks. Most of the ‘hand-made’ 
yards have now turned over to machin- 
ery. How is it that a machine cannot 
be designed to give the same result? So 
far, nobody knows. The earth is the 
same, the sanding of the box is the same, 
the amount used in the box is the same, 
yet the finished article is totally different. 
It has always been a mystery to me. Are 
we to lose our reputation? It almost 
looks like it. 

The bond of brickwork to give a 
pleasing external appearance requires 
great skill, and it must start at the 
drawing board level. It is no use leaving 
it to the bricklayer to get a satisfactory 
bond if the voids and solids do not work 
to brick sizes. It is, therefore, worth 
while at the design stage to see that the 
bond works properly, and this is an 
immense saving on the job in time and 
frustration, and it can be done by care 
and forethought. A bricklayer is taught 
to put up his corners first and work to 
the centre, and what happens in the 
centre is often nobody’s business. Brick- 
work should, of course, be set out at 
foundation level, with the openings 
marked out, and if it works there, then 
there can be no trouble. 

Many people still use ‘closers’ round 
window openings without realising that 
the necessity is no longer with us. 
“ Closers’ were used with the skew arch 
















































































and lined up with the outside of the arch, 
and the ordinary bond was carried on 
over the arch. To use them where there 
is no arch only gets the bond in a 
muddle. They can be used on corners 
where the bond carries straight up and 
where it may assist the bond. 

One of the tests of good brickwork is 
that the perpends should be vertically 
over each other. This is easier to achieve 
when brickwork is built overhand, as the 
eye looks down at them. I wonder why 
more brickwork is not carried out over- 
hand: it is universal in some districts in 
the North—surely a saving in scaffolding. 


FIXED PRICE TENDERS 


Fulham * Not Convinced’ 


LONDON borough councils are to be 
asked for their views on a circular 
from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government urging local authorities to 
invite tenders on a fixed price basis for all 
works of planning and civil engineering. 

The circular proposed that the tenders 
should be obtained on this basis irrespective 
of size, provided the works had _ been 
thoroughly planned in advance and that 
the estimated contract period was not more 
than two years. It pointed out that Gov- 
ernment departments were to follow this 
policy on their own contracts as a result 
of an experiment carried out by _ the 
Ministry. 

Commenting on this, Fulham housing 
committee says: ‘ The present circular is, of 
course, receiving the consideration of all 
the council’s committees concerned, but, as 
the committee primarily concerned with the 
council’s major building contracts, we are 
not at present convinced that it would be 
in the council’s interests to revert to the 
system of inviting tenders on a fixed price 
basis.’ 

This is ‘in view of the natural tendency 
on the part of tenderers to seek to cover 
themselves against possible increased 
charges for labour and materials without 
necessarily affording any relief to the council 
if prices should fall or remain stabilised 
during the currency of the contract.’ 

On the other hand, the committee states, 
under present conditions the inclusion of 
cost variation clauses for labour and 
materials does afford some measure of pro- 
tection to employer and contractor alike. It 
says: ‘ We feel that the matter is one which 
affects metropolitan borough councils as a 
whole and we suggest therefore that the 
point be taken up with the Metropolitan 
Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee.’ 


National Health Service 
Directive 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH, in Circular 
ECL 45/57, brings to the notice of National 
Health Service officials the reply by the 
Minister of Works to a question in the 
House of Commons on April 30, in which 
he announced that in future all Government 
departments would invite tenders on a fixed 
price basis for certain works of building 
and civil engineering, and that local authori- 
ties and the nationalised industries would 
be invited to do likewise. The circular 
continues: 

‘You are asked to adopt the same policy 
in suitable cases, and in future to invite 
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tenders on a fixed price basis, 
inclusion of cost variation clause 
and materials, for all works of 
civil engineering, irrespective 

vided that they have been 
planned in advance and that th 
contract period is not more than two yea 

In submitting tenders for the Miner 
approval, an indication should be given i. 
they have been obtained on a fixed 
basis. ” 

‘Adequate advance planning js essentig 
to the success of this policy. This means 
not only that there should be ‘alee. 
drawings and bills of quantities, py that 
subsequent variations should be cut to th 
minimum—if they cannot be avoided 
entirely. Councils and others are asked {9 
do their utmost to achieve this and also ty 
ensure that any instalment payments under 
the contract and the final account are settled 
promptly. 

* Under the new system it will be Particy. 
larly important that there shall be no Undue 
delay in accepting tenders, and the Minister 
is taking special steps to avoid delay in th 
consideration of tenders submitted for his 
agreement.” 


Without th: | 
8 for laboy: | 
building aj 
of size, pro 
thorough) 
© estimate) 


Warwick Housing 
AMONG LOCAL AUTHORITIES issuing invita: 
tions to tender on a fixed-price basis js 
Warwick RDC, which proposes to erect {3 
houses at Barford on this basis. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE 


June 28 1957 





ORDER REJECTED 
Minister’s Decision at Edmonton 


A COMPULSORY purchase order mac 
= by Edmonton BC in respect of a site 
of just over two acres, known as Hill’s Nur. 
sery, Firs Park Gardens, Edmonton, N, has 
been rejected by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government following a public 
inquiry. The Council proposed to build 3 
houses on the land, 

In the course of the inquiry a number of 
objecting residents complained that the ere 
tion of council houses in the area would 
lower the value of their property, which was 
stated to be in the £2,700-£3,500 category 
Counsel for the owner described the site as 
‘the last of the little nigger boys’ in thatit 
was probably the last place in Edmonton 
which could be developed privately for 
housing purposes. There was, in fact, @ 
plan to build 27 houses there, he said. 

The Minister notes, in the course of his 
decision, that the Council have sufliciet! 
land available to occupy their building 
sources for some time to come, whereis 
private building appears to lack housin 
sites within the borough. In_ the presi! 
case, therefore, he is quite satisfied that it 
proper to allow the owner to develop bi 
land in accordance with the plans approved 
by the local planning authority, and he bs 
decided not to confirm the Order. 





Annual Report 

The British Iron and Steel Research Asso" 
ciation have issued their ‘ Annual Report fo 
1956.’ Included in this publication are & 
tions dealing with protection against cot? 
sion and stress and deflection tests on builé 
ing structures. Copies from 11, Park-lat 
Wil. 
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Reinforced Concrete Association 


25th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 


inister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
cig Or Molson, MP, speaking at the 
5th Anniversary dinner of the Rein- 
forced Concrete Association held at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on June 18, 
said he would like to see reinforced and 
prestressed concrete used to a far greater 
extent in the British building industry be- 
cause he was anxious to economise in 
steel, and to keep as low as possible the 
5 building. i 
om Minister went on: ‘The Ministry 
of Works has certainly given fairly full 
scope to your technique. Even before 
1914 we built the Money Order Office in 
Holloway, among other buildings, in rein- 
forced concrete. During the year ended 
June, 1956, my Department had to design 
160 framed buildings of all types. Of 
these 110 were in reinforced concrete 
frames. We are building large new 
Government offices in Whitehall- 
gardens. The first half was built with a 
structural steel frame, the second half 
is of reinforced concrete, and by chang- 
ing over we estimate that we have saved 
the tax-payer £150,000. 

‘I am sure that progress would be 
faster if there were more engineers able 
to design in reinforced or pre-stressed 
concrete whom architects could engage 
for this particular purpose. At present 
some of the steel companies have depart- 
ments which are able to produce com- 
pletely pre-planned structural steel frames 
for the benefit of architects who need 
them. I am not sure that an equal ser- 
vice in reinforced concrete design is as 
readily available. I am sure that it is 
only a matter of time, and I know that 
for those who seek advice it can be 
obtained, and indeed many here this 
evening are able to provide it. 


Safety Factor Too High ? 


‘You may be interested to know,’ Mr. 
Molson went on, ‘that my Advisory 
Council on Building Research and 
Development has been considering some 
of your problems. They believe that at 
present the strength of completed struc- 
tures is probably greater than is indicated 
by current conventional calculations, 
which do not make all possible allow- 
ances for the increase in strength which 
results from the inter-restraint of slabs, 
beams and columns. If this should turn 
out to be the case, it will mean that you 
will be able to provide a building of a 
certain size and strength even more 
cheaply than you are doing at the present 
time. The research on this matter is 
being concentrated first on floor slabs, 
and my department is carrying out ex- 
periments in co-operation with the 
Building Research Station on this matter. 
_‘Lunderstand that your Association is 
Interested also in the newer and even less 
fully developed technique of pre-stressed 
concrete. Here again the Ministry of 
Works has been trying to act as a 
Pioneer, and we recently built in Edin- 
burgh a stationery store in this material. 

‘I should not like to rest the case for 
reinforced and pre-stressed concrete on 


purely financial and economic grounds, 
important as they are. There is no 
doubt that new interesting and beautiful 
designs are possible with your materials 
which were never available with any 
building material until your technique 
was evolved.’ 

Concluding, he said: *‘ There is a wide- 
spread opinion that concrete almost in- 
evitably stains into dark and unattractive 
colours. I recently opened at Wexham 
new research buildings belonging to the 
Cement and Concrete Association. With 
the addition of suitable aggregates and 
by exposing them the most attractive 
colours and textures can be provided. I 
hope and believe that your Association 
will continue in its good work and simul- 
taneously provide good buildings at 
reasonable cost, and add to the charm 
and beauty of our times.’ 


‘Reinforced Concrete Pre-eminent’ 


President of the Association, Mr. F. S. 
SNow, in his response, referred to the ex- 
hibition being held in London at present 
showing the uses to which reinforced 
concrete could be put. ‘Those who 
attended the opening,’ he said, ‘ will have 
seen something of the achievements in 
this field which have taken place over the 
past 25 years.’ He continued to say that 
it was impossible to build anything from 
a cottage to a palace today without using 
material with which they were associated. 
‘Reinforced concrete,’ he added, ‘is the 
pre-eminent building material, both from 
a structural and economical point of 
view.” 

On a recent reciprocal visit paid to 
Russia by members of the Association, 
he said: ‘They were greeted with great 
cordiality and shown everything they 
wished to see.’ 

Touching on the future of the industry 
Mr. Snow said that on this, their 25th 
anniversary, he felt that the next 25 years, 
with the help and support of the Ministry 
and other Government departments, 
would see a vast increase in the use of 
reinforced concrete. 

Mr. E. J. Cook, vice-president of the 
Association, in proposing the toast ‘ Our 
Guests’ paid tribute to Mr. Molson. 
‘You will know,’ he said, ‘that the 
Minister has, in the past, held several very 
important posts, but none of them tran- 
scends or approaches that which he holds 
at the present time. 

‘ Although we are one of the younger 
members of the team,’ he went on, ‘I 
assure you we are a very virile one 
although somewhat quiet at times.’ 

Mr. HERBERT MorRrISON, responding, 
spoke of the dullness of the title, Minister 
of Works, and reminded Mr. Molson that 
he would once have been called ‘ First 
Commissioner of Her Majesty’s Works 
and Public Buildings —‘a much grander 
title. He went on to plead that dignity 
in the designation of British Ministers be 
restored. ‘I regret the passing of charm- 
ing, attractive designations.’ 

Lapy CYNTHIA COLVILLE 
sponded. 


also. re- 


1183 


TRAINING IN CONCRETE 
PRACTICE 
Technical College Courses 


PPHE Advisory Council on Building Re- 
search and Development, on the basis 
of reports submitted to it, has compiled a 
list of lecture courses on concrete practice 
open to all grades in the industry. This 
list may not be complete, but it is hoped to 
add to it from time to time. In addition, 
the Council undertakes to answer queries, 
either through the Technical Information 
Service of the Ministry of Works at Lambeth 
Bridge House, SE1, or through the Ministry’s 
regional technical information officers. 


The list opens with the 57 colleges which 
have so far prepared candidates for the City 
and Guilds of London Institute concrete 
practice course. Intended for supervisors 
and potential supervisors, this course is run 
in two parts, each consisting of 24 lectures 
over 12 months, with each part followed by 
an examination on which certificates are 
granted, 


In the first year (Grade I) the subject 
matter is dealt with under the following 
headings—Materials; Proportioning and 
Batching; Mixing; Placing; Consolidation 
and Process of Manufacture; Stripping of 
Moulds and Curing of Concrete; Testing 
and Inspection; Construction Joints; Form- 
work; Reinforcement; Operation and Main- 
tenance of Plant; Prestressed Concrete; and 
Precast Products. 


In the second year (Grade II) the headings 
are similar, but the treatment is rather more 
advanced. Further information can be ob- 
tained from the colleges concerned, or from 
the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
Department of Technology, Gresham Col- 
lege, Basinghall-street, EC2. 


Here are the colleges concerned :— 


Belfast Coll, of Tech., Birmingham Coll. of 
Tech., Blackpool Tech. Coll., Bridgend Tech. 
Coll., Brixton LCC Sch. of Building, Burton- 
on-Trent Tech. Coll., Cambuslang Sch. of 
Building, Chatham Medway Tech. Coll., Chat- 
ham Sch. of Military Engineering, Coventry 
Tech, Coll., Croydon Tech. Coll., Derby Tech, 
Coll., Doncaster Tech, Coll., Dover Tech, Coll.. 
East Ham Tech. Coll., Edinburgh, Heriot Watt 
Coll., Folkestone Tech. Coll., Glasgow, Stow 
Coll. (Building), Grimsby Tech, Coll. 


Hammersmith LCC Sch. of Building, Harlow 
Mark Hall Youth Centre, Hatfield Tech. Coll., 
Hereford Tech. Institute, Huddersfield Tech. 
Coll., Ilkeston Coll. of Further Education, Lan- 
caster and Morecambe Coll. of Further Educa- 
tion, Leeds Coll. of Tech., Leicester Coll. of 
Tech. and Art, Liverpool Coll. of Building, 
Loughborough Coll. of Further Education, 
Maidstone Tech. Coll,, Margate Thanet Sch. 
of Art, Mexborough, Schofield Tech. Coll. 
Middlesbrough, Constantine Tech, Coll., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Rutherford Tech. Coll., New- 
port, Isle of Wight Tech. Coll., Newport, Mon., 
Tech. Coll., Notts and District Tech. Coll.. 
Perth Further Education Centre, Plymouth and 
Devonshire Tech, Coll., Reading Tech. Coll. 

Scarborough Tech. Institute, Sheffield Coll, 
of Commerce and Technology, Shrewsbury 
Tech. Coll., Scunthorpe Tech. Coll., Southamp- 
ton Tech. Coll., Southend Municipal Tech. Coll., 
Stoke-on-Trent, N. Staffs Tech, Coll., Totten- 
ham Tech. Coll., Twickenham Tech. Coll., 
Wakefield Tech. Coll., Watford Tech. Coll., 
Wigan and District Mining and Tech. Coll.. 
Willesden Tech. Coll., Wolverhampton and Staffs 
Tech. Coll., Workington Coll. of Further Educa- 
tion, York Tech. Coll, 


Courses, both for supervisors and builders 
are also run by the Cement and Concrete 
Association. These are one-week residential 
courses, taking place at Wexham Springs. 
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Slough. They cover such subjects as quality 
control; sampling, testing and controlling of 
materials; batching; placing and compact- 
ing of concrete; vibration; reinforced and 
prestressed concrete. There is also some 
practical work, Further information can be 
obtained from the Association’s offices, 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 

In addition, the Association run a number 
of higher level and specialist courses for the 
professional engineer, contractor and local 
authority chief officers. These are on struc- 


tural concrete, properties of concrete, mix 
design and quality control, concrete road 
construction, soil cement construction, roads 
and bridges, design of prestressed and rein- 
forced concrete bridges, and an advanced 
course on structural concrete. 

These are the main courses dealing with 
concrete as a separate subject. There are 
other lectures on concrete in general build- 
ing courses, in particular in the national cer- 
tificate and diploma courses in building or 
civil engineering. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Minister Allows Immediate 
Erection of Houses on Claygate Site 


FoR the reason that land forming part 

of the grounds of Hertslet, Oaken-lane, 
Claygate, was programmed in the Surrey 
Development Plan for development during 
the second period of the Plan and that its 
immediate development would therefore be 
contrary to those proposals, the local plan- 
ning authority refused an application by the 
Executors of N. C. Armitage, deceased, for 
planning permission to erect 21 houses on 
the land. 

The Executors’ appeal against the Coun- 
cil’s decision was the subject of a public 
inquiry, in the course of which it was pointed 
out on their behalf that the appeal site was 
surrounded by fully developed land and 
was in all respects ready for development. 
The only reason, they said, that the site was 
included in fhe second period of the Plan 
was that it was known at the time the Plan 
was being prepared that Mr. Armitage did 
not want to develop. However, Mr. 
Armitage was now dead and the circum- 
stances had changed. They also contended 
that whether or not an additional 70 people 
came to live on this land now or in several 
years’ time, it would make little difference 


to the Council’s long-term policy for the | 


area. 

The Council’s case rested on the fact that 
in the Development Plan the land was shown 
for development during the second period of 
the Plan (i.e. six to 20 years). In view of 
the fact that by far the greater part of the 
urban district was vwiithin the Green Belt, 
where the population was to be kept to a 
minimum, the local planning authority did 
not feel that programming should be 
advanced, especially since they might have 
different proposals for the land at the time 
of the first review. In their view it would 
be in the best interests of the residents of 
the urban district if the rate of the granting 
of new permissions were slowed down until 
such time as the approvals already given 
had been largely implemented. It was ad- 
mitted that the proposed development con- 
stituted infilling, but it was argued that un- 
developed land of a substantial area should 
not be broken into while smaller infilling 
sites remained for development. It was 
agreed that there was no physical reason 
for putting the land in question into the 
second period of the Plan; that it was not 
serving any useful purpose at present, and 
that the only reason for refusing develop- 
ment was the fear of exceeding the general 
population in the urban district. 

In giving his decision the Minister states, 
inter alia, that the land was programmed 
for development during the second period 
of the Plan because it seemed unlikely that 


the late owner would be prepared to develop 
earlier. The Minister sees no good reason 
for insisting that the development of this 
land shall be deferred for several years and 
he has accordingly decided to allow the 
appeal. 


Insufficient Information About 
Precise Development : 
Minister Dismisses Appeal 


(THE proposed construction of a road ac- 

cess and a service road on land off 
New-road, Havant, for which planning per- 
mission was refused by Hampshire CC, was 
the subject of a recent appeal to the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government by 
Park Leigh Investments, Ltd. Permission 
had been refused because the local planning 
authority were unable to assess the merits of 
the application in the absence of sufficient 
information about the precise development 
proposed. 

In the course of a public inquiry into the 
appeal it was stated that outline planning 
permission had been granted for the develop- 
ment of the land between New-road and the 
railway for general business purposes and 
for industry, and also for residential pur- 
poses, but that the planning authority felt 
that whatever development was carried out 
should be correlated to form an integral 
part of this important area. They said that 
all three consents issued stressed the im- 
portance of submitting detailed plans and 
for providing an access from New-road. 

Both the planning authority and the 
Urban Council considered it essential that 
they should know the kind of development 
the appellants proposed. They suggested 
that a service road might be considered if 
it were related to the backland, but they 
maintained that if it was granted on the pre- 
sent application land could be sold off for 
whatever purposes the owners wished and it 
would be impossible to enforce unity of 
development or to preserve the amenities of 
the area, 

It was stated on behalf of the appellants 
that they merely wished to construct a ser- 
vice road as a step towards implementing 
the outline consent already granted. Such 
a road was not an alteration to the consent 
in force and the authority’s demand for full 
details of the development proposed 
amounted merely to delaying tactics, The 
appellants had no wish to spoil the neigh- 
bourhood and they pointed to the fact 
that they had sold some 45 acres of land to 
the local authority for school sites at rather 
less than a quarter of its true value. 

The Minister states, in the course of his 
decision, that the planning authority’s wish 
to know what development was proposed for 
the land in question, and how it was to be 
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’ ki 
laid out, was reasonable. He saw NO specia) | 
advantage in constructing now a service _ 
as proposed and he had accordingly decide 
to dismiss the appeal. 


Proposal to Use Obsolete Posi 
Office for Light Industry in Area oj 
Comprehensive Development 
Rejected 


ge Minister of Housing and Loca! 
overnment has rejected an appeal } 
Catford D.S. Ltd. against Beckenham Boroug 
Council’s refusal too permit No, 23, Albe. 
marle-road, Beckenham, to be used {fy 
light industrial purposes. The grounds uper 
which the Council had refused consent Were 
that the proposed use would be incongruoys 
and injurious to the amenities, 

_ In the course of an inquiry into the appea| 
it was stated on behalf of the Council thy 
the building which at present existed upon 
the site was, until 1939, used as a post offic 
and sorting station. It was included in a 
area which, naving suffered extensive bom 
damage, had been declared an area for com. 
prehensive development. A substantial par 
of the area had already been acquired by 
the Council as an amenity open space anj 
the remainder was intended for use probably 
as the sites for a labour exchange or other 
Ministry offices, a public house and a bank. 
The appeal site was zoned for office or store 
purposes and until recently had been used 
as a Stationery store. 

It was stated on behalf of the appellant 
that the comprehensive development scheme 
was not likely to be realisable within the 
next few years and that they would be wil 
ing to accept a permission limited to a short 
period—even one for, say, three years, They 
would employ a maximum of 14 persons 
in making such articles as aprons, pillow: 
cases, etc., from plastic sheeting by means 
of electronic welding—a process involving 
no noise, smoke, smell, dust or nuisance of 
any kind. It could hardly be said that 
amenities would be damaged because at pre- 
sent, in this devastated area, the streets were 
official car parks and the appeal site, like the 
rest of the boundary of Albemarle-road, 
was bounded by the main London to Folke- 
stone railway line carrying a daily traffic of 
273 trains, of which 73 were steam. Al 
though Albemarle-road had been a goo 
residential street, the houses were now far 
too big for modern requirements and the 
recent electoral list suggested that nearly 
all were in multiple occupation, the average 
being apparently at least three families per 
house. 

In dismissing the appeal the Minister states 
that although the particular use proposed 
would be innocuous any jntrusion of indus- 
try into what was primarily a residential atta 
would be fndesirable. 


Distinctive Character of Village 
Must Not be Impaired 
A PROPOSAL to carry out further 
development at Thorpe House, Cold: 
harbour-lane, Thorpe, Surrey, has been 
rejected by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. : 
In supporting the local planning 
authority’s refusal to allow the development, 
the Minister states that it is important that 
the distinctive character of a village such 3 


Thorpe should not be changed or impaired. 
In this instance, he adds, the danger from 
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further development is increased by the 
considerable number of bungalows that 
have recently been permitted in the grounds 
of Thorpe House, and he fully agrees with 
the Council that more development of that 
kind, close to Thorpe House and many other 
buildings of architectural interest and 
dignity, should not be allowed. 


Erection of Houses in Grounds 
of Southfield House, Louth: 
Builder’s Appeal Dismissed 
N appeal by a Louth builder, Mr. R. W. 

£3 Fllis, against the refusal of Lindsey 

CC to grant planning permission for the 

erection of six houses in the grounds of 

Southfield House, Kenwick-road, Louth, has 

heen dismissed by the Minister of Housing 

and Local Government following a public 
inquiry. 

Tke Minister, in the course of his decision, 
upholds the planning authority’s view that 
the houses would be an undesirable exten- 
sion of ribbon development and would de- 
tract from the present rural appearance of 
adjacent land. 


Minister Permits Housing Estate 
on Isleworth Orchard Land 


PERMISSION for an estate of 45 houses 
on some orchard land in Twickenham- 
road, Isleworth, has been given by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
to the General Housing Company, who 
appealed against the local planning 
authority’s refusal to grant consent. 

The Minister does not consider that the 
project would be out of keeping with the 
surroundings and, accepting the contention 
that it is no longer economic for the land 
to be used as an orchard, he does not feel 
that he would be justified in refusing per- 
mission for the erection of the proposed 
houses in order that the land could be avail- 
able for possible future use as allotments. 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS 
Annual Awards 
WO shields presented by the Incor- 
porated British Institute of Certified 
Carpenters to the Southern Regional 
Council for Further Education were 
awarded to colleges to which the carpentry 
and joinery candidates belong on June 15, 
after the Regional Conference for members 
of the building industry. 

The competitions, which took place 
during the conference, held at the Ports- 
mouth College of Technology, proved that 
the work of young members of the crafts 
to-day is of as high a standard as their pre- 
decessors. 

The Institute were represented by Mr. 
W. F. Barnbrook (vice-president), Mr. A. B. 
Emary (vice-chairman of Council), Mr. 
N. W. Kay (chairman of Examination 
Board), who designed the test pieces, and 
Mr, K, Busby (member of Examination 
Board). 

, Mr. Bainbrook, who judged the entries, 
ad a difficult task to perform in deciding 
Who were the best three candidates in each 
section (under 18’s and 18-21 years). The 
—— receiving the shields which 
they hold for the next 12 months are: Over 
18: Southampton Technical College (R. 


Marchi), Under 18: Cr 
: ; : awley Technical In- 
stitute (M. Manvill), oo 


FIDOR CONFERENCE 
AT BADEN-BADEN 
Two Papers on Fire Risk 


()PENING the fourth annual confer- 
ence of the Fibre Building Board 
Development Organisation, Ltd., held at 
the Kurhaus, Baden-Baden, on May 23- 
24, Mr. E. R. T. Foap, chairman of the 
Governing Council, reported another 
year of successful progress. He also paid 
tribute to the work of the director- 
general, Mr. L. R. Chambers, OBE, and 
the officers and committee members of 
the organisation. A detailed report ses- 
sion was followed by the annual general 
meeting and a meeting of the Governing 
Council. 
The second day’s agenda opened with 
a paper on ‘ The Use of Untreated Fibre 
Building Board and of Fire Retardant 
Boards and Treatments in UK Building 
Practice. This was given by Mr. ERIc 
Birp, MBE, MC, ARIBA, technical 
education officer of the London Building 
Centre, who pointed out that architects 
were paying increasing attention to 
actual physical properties of building 
materials and were less influenced by 
sales talk. They now looked for certifi- 
cates of performance issued by such 
bodies as the Building Research Station, 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory 
and the Joint Fire Research Organisation. 
Such test reports would be weapons of 
increasing power which, in the end, 
would be decisive. 


‘Full-Scale Tests Needed’ 


Referring to the fire question, Mr. 
Bird said that far too little was known 
scientifically. It was unwise to rely on 
circumstantial evidence and mere guess- 
work. Properly conducted and recorded 
fire tests, preferably at full scale, were 
required for accurate knowledge of the 
behaviour of claddings in shed buildings. 
The cost of such tests would be trivial in 
relation to the investment in such build- 
ings and their contents. 

Mr. Bird referred to the relative fire 
resisting properties of wood, steel and 
aluminium frame buiidings. It was neces- 
sary for the architect to select cladding 
materials according to the fire risks of 
occupancies. This meant that the makers 
and distributors of these materials should 
assume responsibility for giving guidance 
to architects enquiring about the fire 
hazards in building for which they are 
asked to quote, and, in the case of fibre 
building boards, recommending either an 
untreated board or a suitable form of 
treatment, whichever was the more 
appropriate. 

He went on to say that collapse of 
lined frame structures was a greater con- 
tributor to the extent of fire damage than 
the cladding materials, but the contribu- 
tion to fire spread in industrial sheet type 
roofs of untreated fibre insulating board 
was not negligible and should not be 
ignored. 

In reply to a question, Mr. Bird drew 
a comparison between two types of 
building, one was a steel-framed struc- 
ture with a corrugated asbestos roof, with 
aluminium sheeting underneath it and 
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possibly an insulating filling. This struc- 
ture was wholly incombustible. The 
second was a timber-framed building 
with RPM roofing. The lining was of fire 
retardant insulating board. This structure 
was 98 per cent. combustible. 

In his opinion, the second type of 
structure would last longer before col- 
lapse, and would give the firemen a 
longer time in which to extinguish the 
fire. Fire resistance was a matter of de- 
sign and the right use of materials. If the 
government bodies, who had to imple- 
ment the new Insulation Bill, thought 
purely in terms of combustibility of 
materials, they would not be treating the 
subject from the right angle. 


‘ Materials Better Than Standard’ 


On the same topic, Mr. E. P. LAWRENCE 
said that manufacturers should give this 
question priority and produce, without 
delay, materials which were at any rate 
better than the standard materials cur- 
rently available. FIDOR had already 
recommended that where there was a 
known fire risk, care should be taken to 
ensure that the board was _ properly 
treated and that the method of fixing 
followed the best practice. In the last test 
published by the Fire Research Station, 
4-in. insulating board, faced with a skim 
coat of plaster, gave the highest figures 
of fire resistance. 

Representatives of foreign and home 
manufacturers assured the conference 
that the problem was seriously regarded 
by them and was not being neglected. 

The conference concluded with dis- 
cussions on the designation and standards 
of super hardboard, and the exterior use 
of hardboard. 


S. COUNTIES CAMPAIGN 
TO REDUCE ACCIDENTS 


Wage Packet Leaflets 


HOUGHTFUL orderliness and _ still 
greater observance of the regulations 
will, in the opinion of the Southern Counties 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
contribute as much as anything else to re- 
ducing the enormous wastage of life, limb 
and money caused by the volume of present- 
day accidents in the building industry. 

Management and supervision have the 
ultimate responsibilty, but it is the ordinary 
operative, craftsman and labourer who must 
also recognise the duty they have to them- 
selves and to their employer to do their 
work in such a way that the risk of accident 
is lessened. Their aim must be to avoid 
accident-prone methods and situations. 

This approach is the theme of the twelve- 
week wage-packet and poster campaign com- 
mencing in the Southern Counties in 
September. All members have been invited 
to include an illustrated leaflet in their 
employees’ wage packets, in a particular 
order, for 12 consecutive weeks; and at the 
same time to display on their sites the corre- 
sponding RoSPA coloured posters. 

The campaign was launched in_ the 
Southern Counties this week under cover of 
a series of articles on the cost of accidents, 
the builder and the law, analyses of recent 
accidents and giving members detailed in- 
formation of safety footwear available to 
employers. 
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aamcdes tan -ton lots and up s High Alumin- a aes 15 2in. Saw 
e nae a ate ” 
rye — ireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, ” 1415 9 ai in. Load bearing quality .. coo ays cos Wes ‘ : 
Moler Mortar Powder for 1 Fl 2 in MOLeR PARTITI ‘ 1110 TILES Al 
sites) . : ue Bricks (London ” 617 6 24 . ae = 150 yds. on BLocKs Delivered I 
BRICKS .percwt. 111 0 7 ae ea yi. 2. 2.” 16 0 —- 
Full Loads. 4in. ~ ae = as. a: wacene 
First Hard Stocks LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE a. 7 : i : Hand-mad 
Second Hard Stocks Hee wa ove eee ... per 1,000 ? Sou NCL oNe PARTITION BLOCKs oF V ; Hand-mad 
ild Stocks... fe ee es pin, «0. ee ies = es and- 
All loaded free into lorry at the works ‘ 3 .3 4 ey si Ss se = aaa ; . asers 
of haulage is still very difficult s. The question vials . aa secu. eee 82 Concrete t 
m4 obtained from job to job. and prices must Ps in... ft oe 44 ae Ae £5 xg 9 do. 
Dy Nominal Fletton Bricks t ee eee eee 33 y r ace are 10 4 Note.—Br 
istrict Commons . © sites. in w.c. Tiamnneat: yds. see : ‘ 
o— preemie) Jets, ck sa Paine <<: : or Paaseet Bueces 13 104 uae 
aes -” ee we = “ es 5 18 0 3 in. “THERMALITE-YTONG icaewecne In a First- ms 
Cellular ie. oes ae i Sak : Bs 0 4 in. is te ae 120 yds. - SULATING BLOcKs pon oy 
ungie Bullnose Comm . see a i 4 Lj in. oa na yds. a ” 8 5 1,000 ; 
Sandfaced . ons ett ot aes 710 0 6 castes nee 72 yds. meee = Neeeny Vs I 0 pees 
a a | 3e 2 ae einen — - = » 139 a: y 
_—— a ae see nae ae ate ” ; 4 : ° eee nisin 42 yds. sie eee ie Is é; x 1 
olden Buffs ae Bee ote ae a S 3 in. R BLOCKS AND , ” 0 
By — eee Bee a pa . B . : ‘i jaa. 12 in. by . in. "ikard ia 20 7 
ue Pressed Staff: oe in. ie) 18 x 
oe Galo Canton Seton) ee. a) 2 ooo nernom ee f 
ire Cuts (London S ane ie ae lie is ” 16 x 1 
Unbridge Whit an —s UCU 33 19 0 -_ = i es “ » Bie og 
ites (London sites) _. oe Wee 10 8 0 in. | do. ... So ae wee ae ae og Note,—B 
~— a Bricks (London sites) . ” 10 2 0 ea - a - aa’ Tiles in multiples of 10 tile: 7 r 
3 Stations) . ge Fire oe - (London ” 718 6 sTON do. do: s per 1 {000 multiples 42 150 | TIMBER 
Hf. mole musings tLonouste) San 3 a | The followin se the, percentages oe BIS | stood 
in. Machine-mad on sites) fee Se: 3 List (N are the percentages to be Joine 
yseondon = aga Sandfaced Red Facings ” 37 10 0 oF eee pty Fs eee te Se ee wo Ge Revised Standard Carcass 
> Machine-made Multi Red F: ” 15 8 erchants Wharf or Depot or M > 
a4 in, ¢ d adi acings (London ' B Over 2 t Over 100 or Maniiader 100 ko = 
M and-ma e: ‘ ons Pp! ahog: 
an ne Sandfaced Red Facings (London ” 15 13 6 BSS a". es 74% vee = Unde % oat ; 
eee see eee ose oe Tested 1D. wee 10%, —3Y% 0° + Oak 
ORS | eaouie EGS THRs ae 
° +% +474 ~tk y 4474415 Teak 
Walnut 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ sd. Delivered London area. ES 
3 in. Land Drain “— ad 12 in. — - per 1,000 11 10 6 1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
4in. Oo: : aan “3 is 3 6 2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 3 ee oe ia each 32 6 
6 in. Gist as: Ses ay xen ej ta is 31 9 O | 2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ; ans Ee eee 113 0 
nN a oo Oe ' 5913 0 | 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in s 114 0 
| ON Oe 
| in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
f£ sq DAMP COURSE i | 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 - me at eis 29 0 
q Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 3 ft. 9 in. < 6 ft. 6 in. eS ey 2 sa 211 6 
6 8 & cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over | 2 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal , 
delivered London area__... ee ... per yd. sup. 3 9 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae at oe 219 
8 14 9 Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. 5 6 tO ae eG 6 ia z + 3% 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. ms 12 6 
8 14 9 br x omg British — —s oe .-. per 1,000 < 8 I SUNDRIES 
217 9 in : 9 in, do. do. a: oe vi 7 2 9 | Delivered London area. 
314 18 in. X 4 in. do. do. ae bi “ 19 19 9 | in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
' 14 in. X 4¢ in. do. do. ae? a 15 18 3 — i ton (89 yds. tolton) ...  ... per yd. 6 2 
h " Pers — 3 In. oO. (67 yds. to 1 ton) e an ‘eo 8 0 
5 60 dia. x 4p io. - o a 10 14 3 2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) sas oe ; 9 9} 
$04 24 in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... ae 2 1.3 
3 09 STONE 3 in. do. (39 yds. to | ton) 12 7h 
+. bo yg under 1 tian add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
0 Bath Stone— : ' } in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
5 00 Monks Park “ ~ oe ... per ft. cube 8 I 100 -a. ft. 2 2 
1 10 0 St. Aldhelm Box Ground — ' 9 1h er to, lalate ¢ 
5 0 Delivered in mage al trucks at South Lambeth * in. do. = os : 3 : 6 
0 B.R. Western Region. : F is ; =p “s ” - 
3 00 Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 11 ong a vas Bui ding Sheets cai -++ Der yd. sup. Z B 
Beer <r Delivered London area a es $5 Roofing Felt i-ply : 533 es 1 9 
Portland Stone— do Teel 22 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average Ge ae ‘i a i Nig + 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, BR. ~_ Scotch saiael ae a — yee “++ per $ cwt. ; ; 7 
Southern Region .. ae = SS | oat a ai 7% : 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue ‘Robin Hood Quality. pa omy i (item lotsh |. ie a - => a B. : 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. do. inc and uo ry 5 lots) ... bat “<oeee 67 0 0 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and | Wire Nails, 3 in. Ant lots) x ass per cwt 3 610 
stooled cills ... : = on ft.cube 4 1 9 do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lot: a —<— ey F 3 6 3 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. ... 218 3 p(4ewt, lots) se ae . 
45 12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated ee a aa 
48 12in. X 3 in. — and _— throated coping 3 @ 3 METALS P F 
$6 l4in. X 6 in. 214 3 STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
4tin. xX 9in. Plinth rubbed “ ‘top and face... = 2 8 6 Basis Joists = ; 
57 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes... ... per ft. sup. 8 8 6in. x Sin., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
610 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 12 in. X 6 in. ae cut to lengths delivered 
18 0 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 9 9 London area + perton 48 2 6 
do do. fair one edge for fair faced Extra for sizes 
} ig dG ae om Be 3 . in. > 4 in. Lia. X 13 mm xz — a Ps 2 10 O 
is Hard York— 3 in. X 3 in. ae a es ee i a 10 O 
j y 12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 6 4 in. x 3 in. vee ve oe ve we * 235 0 
53 14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 10 in. x 44 in. as ee oe oe ace re 110 0 
6 5 andfront . ... perft.cube 215 6 Sin. X 2$ in. Sih <2 Oe ac oe ses ae 115 0 
: Win. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... aS 6 4} in 1} in es eaueye ras: ai i K ie 
69 2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft "sup. 9 9 | Sin. X 4% in. 7in. X 3$in. 13 in. X Sin. om 15 0 
75 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup. 3 8 6 | 6in. x 3 in. 26. Titties ses aa ‘a 20 0 
6 in. x 4} in. 7in. X 4in 8 in. xX 4 in. 
8 9 9in. x 4in 10 in. x Sin * didechai 
10 § TILES AND PANTILES 12 in. X 5 in. PS a , 100 
1 10 Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 Jin. x 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. X 8 in. 
16 0 Machine-made Pantiles and French patton Tiles from 14 in. x 54 in. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. 
Lincolnshire district 2 29 19 O | 1S in. x 5 in. 15 In. X 6 in. 16 in. xX 6 in ~ 10 O 
. ; Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district es uae Ren S518 0 | 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 
19 9 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district... ee 59 5 0 18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 6$in. 20 in. X7# in. 
! Hand-made 104 x 6% tiles Berkshire district - as is 9 O Steel angles average price... ase ee ee = 50 5 0 
awe Machine-made 104 x 6% Staffordshire district... ie 14 1 9 Steel tees average price . eee wee » si 5 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. a eae ih 3 | Fabricated work delivered London— 
510 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ees ie 1 8 0 R.S. Joists cut and fitted Se3 #3 sae ‘“s 67 12 6 
70 Concrete tiles 104 x 64 a << a ra 8 5 6 + Compound girders . = ee a ep a 7400 
8 2 do. Interlocking (49S)... 85 19 9 6 Stanchions —_.... oe a ore a cs 79 10 O 
: ' Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. ere stanchions ns re = ee = zs _ : 
§ | n Roo ork—lIrusses an ur ns ne a9 od 
13 10 Average prices not for awkward work. 
SLATES Angle cleats and § in., 3 in. and j in. bolts average 
7 0 First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage ! price London area ot soe “2° +++ Per cwt. 510 0 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per | FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
8 § 1,000 actual. | Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars — manufacture 
1 0 24 x 12 ies is a ane mee «as nee 143 15 10 | to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 
39 a ee ak ee. “ - perton 46 0 
6 6 PERE es, ds ve - - i = 1051010 | din. diam. ... - ee se Ee <a , extra 8 12 0 
3 8 1) od 0 ie re! ae ee as ees ae 9 O11 | + in. = wes ee oe ve ve vee » ¢ 7 ; 
10,0) eed ae oe re a 9416 9 | in, do. ... ve ve ve oe ve ” 
erlOge ee i ee | bee «hanes, 6516 9 | #im do .. ve ” 320 
1 0 [Ce re ae Ce aecer Ga 57 ) Mip Steet Tuses F 
0 0 2a ee ee a Hee - nae 51 i Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
5 0 16x 8 me te eee 40 11 9 | Galvanised is ‘a irintie = 
9 0 ar | nder 1 ton Over 1 ton .I. Fittings ittings 
7 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. | Glace A +133 % + 83% Light +36% Malleable List 
9 0 | Class B tBhe +204 % Heavy +434% —25%+40% 
5 0 T Class C +4449 +3939 
5 0 IMBER Black— 
Softwood— Clas A — 83% — 134% Light a % Mallcable List 
Ne Cara ee aes bad Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B + 44% Ai) Heavy +3 % = ys ys 
7 arcassing quality . do. oe £97 to £102 Class C 194 is +1 oy 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. oe £110 0 O C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
lorks, Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
ces Mahogany —African S.E. do. per ft.cube 110 0 | Gutters Nozzles «dl 
ns do. Honduras do. do. ee 3 5 0 E 
Oak European do. do. mi 25 0 | 3in. 3/114 3/6 1/- 
59 do. Japanese do. do. 210 O | 3hin. 4/33 3/10 1/- 
3s do. English Logs sawn do. 117 6 4in. 5/64 4/4 1/6 
5 Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 317 6 4hin. 6/14 4/10 1/10 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. '§ 0 | Sin. 6/94 5/3 /1 
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M i 2 
ETALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. "PAINT Al 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS : : 
Stop Delivered in London area. Delivered Le 
te. bea 7" tional Ends ‘ M.O.H. Ceiling Dist¢ 
is ay ots aes eee - /13 / 1/3 Il per doz. i 3 ji i i : le D 
ry in. eae =“ bee eae 5/84 4/7 1/6 soeiiien bib cocks Crutch a oe ae 2 in, Pant 
at si sks a? m: aes Be 6/34 4/10 1/10 head for iron ae 87/- 128/8 Snowcem Ce! 
: a eee ie one — ~ ee ot s ; =. eons cocks for iron. : 109/— 158/5 
‘ — /53 6 2/ crewdown stop cocks for i iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- Whi 
“CL Miata -WATER open do. with two unions for lead  89/— 132/— 234/4 in. eae 917/6 one 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends “Branchés Double nut boiler screws ee 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67; 1389) Genuine Re 
2 in. Kak a 8/5} 4/4 6/3 Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 7341 a3 Genuine Lin 
23 in 8/51 4/10 8/4 Plumbers’ union brass lead to 7 XD qué 
3 in. 9/6 6/- 9/- mon .:. oes ae wes 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 7 pnd Linseec 
34 in 10/94 7/1 10/10 Idin. 1}in. 2in. 3 in. 40 ra Boiled Linse 
in. ie ws ze 12/6 8/7 12/10 Sone — us sus 33/- rit 59/6 92/5 118/10 1553 
; " CoaTED Sou. PIPES eee a 55 es {11 31/11 56/2 
2 in. 9/74 7/5 9/- 1}x6lb. 146 |b. 27 be ax =. 
2+ in. 10/11 83 13 Lead P. trap with brass ieee I Solignum, B 
3 in. 11/44 9/ 13/4 ‘ — sae. OS 6 85/6 137/- 234). Creosote (40 
34 in. 12/8 11/3 15/6 ead Strap do. 9... 83/- 102/6 168/3 sa Paste Powde 
4 in. 14/5$ 12/6 18/4 a , White Lininy 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Tinmen’s ie wis ee —— 42). 7 ee’ ‘ 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 20% Blow pipe... ee Ey ” 430/- i » 4 VARNISH 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} per cent. sae eo ac _ + » 43 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PiPEs Delivered L¢ 
In 9-fts. Coprer TUBES AND SHEETS Oak —_ 
cwt. qt. Ib. d. Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the b 2 Oak Pale 0 
4 in. Ss son poe ses, . oe 4 17 P36 mer —— and manufacturing extras el oo go gr wal - Plus gauge Hard Drying 
6 in. - oy Ses 2) On” i 49/2 61/3 98/- Extra aaa Crystal Pape 
AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS : d. d. none 
All less 173 per cent. discount. din. x i gauge ... 14} Total per lb. 40§ approx per ft ‘ sen oy 
é 2in. tin. 3in. 4in. din. x 19 ,, << « » a olin 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths... ... peryd. 4/3 f 6} 5/67/34 Co ° Nt — a a ee 3 Black Pal 
ties si wee €€C 9 3/- 4 in. X 9 --- 10% és . i TY 
Single Branches i oo bs 414 5/1 en ig Igin. x 18 ,, 103 s» : 36) “4 a : ek 
Bends square or obtuse +8 a 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 2 in. x 17 ,, ve 123 » 388 Z 3 coe 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. - a 3/4 4/4 4/10 6/9 Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic aise , . x Knotting (1 
- 6 in. a 3/7 4/4 5/5 13 plus gauge and manufacturing extras... per ton £267 0 ) French and | 
ASBESTOS O. G. Gutters AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4hin. Sin. 6in ZINC 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths .. peryd. 4/1 4/5 5/4 6/44 > GLASS 
—o . oa oso ee eS ee eee 2s 
Stopends .. 1. oy Y- if 12 14 do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) . " ees Delivered Li 
Angles ce «se Ger 34 3/10 4/8 5/5 . . lias — 
Nozzles os ” wes « deh 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 _— * 
Union Clips... , 1/7 1/11 2/4 2/8 Brass TUBES 2602. 
iiiaeinels oe Si Sess cae Ges Brass tubes basic ame -_ ames and senate vie 7Rolied 
3in. 4in. 4$in. Sin. 6in. meee : - -o ie fin. and 4 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... per yd. 2/10 3/44 3/54 4/1 5/8 
ce phar - --- each att #? a zs 4/10 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
fx sn a - ~ 1/4 : , Soi apna 
Angles ae ee is 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 410 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
Nozzles 08. 2/4 2/9 3/- Ss 3/44/10 or Home Counties. 
Union Clips oes ee 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 Lead Sh £ sd 
Per ton basis _ eet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards per ton 130 5 0 
in London ead Water Pipe in coils : Ae e 132 10 0 
ee | Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. eae ie 134 0 0 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Quality ~ <a re over & in. dia. vee » 136 00 
Mild Steel Bars i ie "43:18 0 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe | ane ies ‘ 134 0 0 
Mild Steel Hoops eas ee eee a Use a. 44 2°6 Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Ex Merchant's 5 cwt. and under | ton ate a ... per cwt. 2 0 
— cowl ton ; vont - ; cwt. ae one aye sv ie 4 0 
'wo-ton lots cw oO. cwt. ie eee 
ne em C.R. and oA A.— ee Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. ° oi 
= a a ae i ase ine sa We pe 6 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
—— wee oa ioe aoe aoe Sas os “Gwe 6 weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
gaug aoe one son «OB ae 6 extra according to current trade schedule. 
a prt Corrugated st sheets 6 6 ft. to 9 ‘ft. — Allowance for Old Lead, collected £80 15s. Od. per 
= ome a eo ae sae . 4 : ton weighed at buyer's works. a Town. 
, 26 gauge ... = 2 2 eo Aberdare 
ag enn flat sheets c. R. and ron A.— PLASTER, etc. Abergavenn 
gauge ae Siar Wess mtexec™ omees ingdon 
cme “a ee et ae eS . _ : Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site perton 8 23 Accrington 
26 gauge ee eee ae ~ bs ss 76 a * do. ig 4% Afan Vale 
snes 15 0 Siripite Coarse do. do. 8 43 poked 
do. Fine do. do. a 812 3 Aldersh 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads sa eas axe - 6 14 6 Alfreton UI 
(Base prices) ' — Lime 7) =. sie Se oe ee . ‘ ows deg 
: eet SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ..._ per Ib. > 10 Li a Amb 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... ' s 3 "3 i (White) = - 3 14 6 Anbiesie 
ee wo A y gi Ag hed ptt (24 in. wide)... a 2 94 White Keen’s or Parian Comment in I-ton loads... _ ti rt 9 poor 
F stre : aes Pe man: 
ede) p tility 18 SWG (24 in. 2h _* or = comeat in I-ton loads Ki ll 6 6 Andover. 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7% purity 22 SWG (12 in.” Hair ataarnees oe a ae Ardingly 
wide) . 3 0 G Pl L per cwt. Arandet 
Cameanted "sheet BS 1470 NS 3 ” ypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board } } in. thick 600 Asc 
No Pg gh Be Utility Circular senile wales ion eee “aed in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. ; 4 Aiborae 
CE e sitin. 20 SW 3 Utility Industrial 117 6 Do. ae do. “Rin. thick 600 ai ‘and over . ; Ay de 
Corrugated sheet, BS 1470 NS_3Viility Mansard ° — “ 31h Aahlord 
Profile 8 ft. x 31z in. x 20 SW i 2 Gua’ Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 - ye rae 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C ete moulding ee Tb. 2 8} 12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yd d wi el to po 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round... 2 6 Delivered site ‘ iemianeienees delivery 1 powell 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIWP simple angle. 2 2 114 1,200 yds... ” 4 joe 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1410, O|D AA _— round ,, ‘ Do. Insulating do. # in. thick 600 yds. a ‘and over ss atone 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1} in. 0/D x SWG |.” 5 6h eee " He Auster 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper 
Washable Distemper 
aint 
oa cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . 


Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 gal. tins 


i d Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg. 
Gensine Lp Oil Putty, 1 cwt. sie 
Size XD quality 28 lb. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra. 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... 
4 SUNDRIES 

titute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
a _— G doo pecmnees 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. er 
White Lining Paper 


VARNISHES, etc. 


vered London area 
a Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal do. .. ed 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside. 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish 
Japan Gold Size 
Black Japan 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black 


Tereben 
Krotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 


French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


a tin 
per gal. 


per Ib. 


per piece 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality-Cut Sizes 


4 02. ” ” ” ” ” ” 
: - a ” ” ” ” ” 


tin » Rolled Plate yes 
} in. and } in. Rough Cast 


th 


wWNUs 
coon & 


NAwWoo 
SACS COAWwW 


_ 
-SCOohon 
op cope 


NN eee NNNNNNN 
cococececsoocsco 





4 in. Figured Rolled and seaaaessen Standard ae: ray 3 


White Group 1 

do. Group I 
do. Standard Tints. 
do. Special Tints . 


tin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, } Reedlyte and 
3 


Luminating aids 
Zin. Wired Cast... 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast... 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
iy 


B.2. 53 x 5} x 3fin. 
P.B.3 73 X 72 x 3$1n. 
P.B.32 7% X 734 -X 3g in. 


ss ala Coe Blocks to match “ne tities 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 


4 in. Polished Plate Chie G. G. Quaity— 


In plates not exceeding 


” ” ” 


* * < 45 ft. sup. 
” ” a 100 ft. sup. 


1189 


per ft. super 


4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates iaiaition 
100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 
quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one _ 


or 135 in. both ways 


Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto. 


10 
i 
1 8 
3 4 
1 3 
i 
i a 
Each 
SK 
5 0 
$6 
6 0 
i 
7 6 
Per ft. super 
3 10 
49 
> ee | 
6 0 
9 0 
12 1 
17 2 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one- 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. .. 
ZA OZ xs ‘a 
- vn pa a 


7 M “Rolled Plate 


+ in. Figured Rolled and “Cathedral Standard 


Patterns, White Group 1 
do. 


Group2 . 
4 in. Pinstripe, eo. Reeded, ‘Lumina- 
ting and Spotlyte Group 3 
#s in. and 4 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 


4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 
i in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 


quantity s. d. 
,000 a 
2,000 
2,000 8 
2,000 11 
1,000 8 
1,000 8 
1,000 108 
1,000 11} 
2,000 1 0 
2,000 | ae’ 
2,000 1 23 
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AS FROM MAY 27, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 
Craftsmen 
Labourers ... 

















Town. Grade. 
Aberavon ...... A 
Aberdare . A 
Abergavenny A 
Abingdon ..... . 
hiisone ais soot 
Addlestone .., A 
PM NMON 66. ssceaucarcoaess.: A Town. 
Aldeburgh ........... vessel yee 
Aldershot District .. onsen PO voccestcwsesedas 
Alfreton UD ........00s0ccseee A 
AIMWICK UD oocsccceccecocesss A 
en vhvisindékesescedusas A are 

MIME trou svc cc asec case ondy A Bakewell UD 
Ambleside ..,.. acscta Banbury _........ 
Amersham ..... cosa MUMMIES costenasanaceevcaveces 
Ammanford ney Barnard Castle UD 
Andover ........... . Barnoldswick UD .... 
Anglesey, Isle of ... sae Barnsley CB ....... 
Ll ae Spe Barnstaple .......... 
fe Barrow-in-Furness 
. as Barrow-upon-Soar RD 
Ashbourne RD . wees (part Thrussington) 
Ashbourne UD ............... eae 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Basford RD (exc. Willough- 
Ashby Woulds UD om by-on-the-Wolds Al) 
Ashford (Kent) ..... Basingstoke 
Ashford ee A Bath ..... 

gton A Batley M 

Ashtead oo, A Baxterley 
Ashton-under- A. rere A Beaconsfield 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... Al 
Atherstone RD 
Attleborough 
ANGHINSET occ cccccccccs 























Bishop Auckland UI 
Bishop’s Stortford .. 
Bishops Castle MB. 





A Al 
er 4/6 4/54 
3/114 3/11 
Grade. Town. 
Radecamaaquemaanacnie A Blackpool _........ 
Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD 


ebavieaiiuasaeasdaenuass A Blandford ....... 
Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD 
UD A Blidworth _........ 


Blyth B. ..... 


Bognor Regis 
Boldon UD 


POOR rms TOTP Bolsover UD 
Lidanesenutaneunnutes eee 
niet aaeehel Boston MB ..... 

mewunninaded ere Bourne End ........... 
Bournemouth District ..... 
Brackley WED ...cccccccecsecses 
iciiouusasoden Bracknell ....... we 


Bradford CB 


Brent Knoll 
A Brentwood 





: Bridgend ..... 
a Bridlington MB 
aéteduecsexhuasueusne A Bridlington RD 





Brighouse MB . 
Brighton & Hove 
Bristol District 
Broadstairs 
Bromsgrove UD 
Broughton, Flint 
Buckfastleigh 
Buckingham ...... 
ars 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Al 
Burnham-on-Sea 
Burnley 





Bodmin ............ 





Bury 

Bury St. Edmunds 
Buxton 
Byfleet 





Bradford-on-Avon , 
MN oo cacatuscansaceaeres Al 
Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
Brecon—Borough of. Al 
Breconshire, County of 





Town. Grade. 
Bridgnorth MB ............. Al 
Bridgnorth RD ee) 
WS Sonvancccececcomas 
Brierfield ..... 









CROTIEWORD  occccccsccccnsanes Al 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of Al 
Caer VOTRE on cccscccccecscese A 
Camberley District 
Cambridge ............... 
Cannock UD 
Canterbury 

Cardiff ...... 
Cardiganshire, 
i edaiesndesscccutassatacoued A. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 


Town. Grade. 


TC TID: oo csccssenssscssess A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of Al 












RMIIMOTEN 6, ty osncoscscescesersses A 
Castleford UD wA 
ee ~S 
Chapel-en-le-Frith . A 


eee 


Charmy Down ...... ook oe 
a TORTIE: a acsceceses A 
ES eer Al 
Cheadle * (statis) _ ROPERS A 

PTE scconcscecsses uA 
CREMCMAD .....ccccecrscesecses A 
Chepstow .... a 
Chertsey ... uA 
eae vA 
Chester-le-Street UD .. onl 
Chesterfield MB .........0.000. A 
Chesterfield RD ............... A 
Chichester .......... Al 
Chipping Norton... oe 
Chipping Sodbury ......... Al 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 


EMER) Siscuvoucacoevespessanse Al 
Chorley......... oe 
Cirencester .. -Al 
CS eee Al 
oS) a A 
Cleethorpes MB A 
Clevedon ..... Al 
Cleveleys A 
Clitheroe ...... A 
Coalville UD ..... A 
Cobham (Surrey) A 
Colchester ... = 
eee ef N 
Colwyn Bay .. nol 
Congleton ..... ae 
RROMDEEE TIED: cccnvcccscsvsetnessns A 
Conway ..... . Al 
SEY AOI. .oroveecncochescecoesen 


A 
Cornwall, County OF,..0:3Al 
Corsham District ............A 


ee a, © Ce A 
Cranbrook ..... Al 
nr Al 


Cranwell Aerodrome Site .. ai 



















Crewe ....... 
Crewkerne .. ose 
en Al 
Crook and Willington 
OED) <<. cccectacbeatresssnsrnonse 
Crowborough 
Ceckiield.....00000 e 
COMBCAD oocccccccsccccccccsccees 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A 
Darlington CB ..ccccccsccees. A 
Dartmouth 2 pee’ | 
Darwen ........... ae 
Daventry MB .. Al 
_ | eae Al 
Deets Town Al 
a.” ee ee 
aes County of tAl 
SE ED cenccscuvonbesners 
rag Al 
Dis ..:. | 
Doncaster CB er 
Dorch Al 
DDOBEEING — cecccececese uA 
— “county of 
DIOVET 50005000 
elem 
Driffield UD ....... 


Dudley C 
table 
ham 


Bastbourne .......2....csccecees 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val.. 
East Grinstead District 
East Kesteven RD 
East Retford MB 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... 
Ebbw Vale & District......... 
a oa 


Falmouth 


Faversham 











Town. 


Felixstowe ...... encvcesccscees Al 
Filey UD ..... ae 
Fleetwood 
Flint MB . 
Folkestone .. 
Frinton 
Frome 





Gainsborough UD .,........... 
Gateshead CB ......... oe 
Gillingham (Dorset) .. 
Gillingham (Kent)..... 
Glastonbury & Street 
MOM  sosaccnsscapnavees i 
UCI | cccscocnssconconcencs 
Gloucestershire, Cnty. of iA 
KSOURIINE — cccscscvcsescesar 
MSIE ED cnsccncscessdsasveve = 
Goole RD (part—Airmyn, 
DUD cocabrosckerecaassvcoeoe A 
Cre ee nee 
Grantham MB os 
eee errr A 
Grays Thurrock UD Area.. = 
Great Yarmouth ............06 
Grimsby CB.......... 
Grimsby RD (part) . 
Guildford District 











Halesowen MB ............ on 
Halifax CB ........ 
Halstead .... 







Haresfield .. .. Al 
Harlow ........ A 
Harpenden ..... ooo 
Harrogate MB.. on 
Hartlepool cod 
Harwell ....ccccce .Al 
TEER. neccctusisenencecssanens A 
—” . | 
BEASENGS ....<cssesecs Al 


Hatfield (Herts) . 








RN om 
Haywards Heath .Al 
Heanor UD ........0. wA 
Hemel Hempstead .... pon 
Henley-on-Thames ......... Al 
Ce ee Al 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tAl 
OS, Al 
Hertford ........ a 
Hexham RD . A 
Hexham UD A 
Heysham ........ as 
Heywood ...........++ 


Higham Ferrers MB .. 
High Wycombe .. 
Hinckley UD .. 
Hitchin ...... 

Hoddesdon 
Holywell 
Horley ....... 
Horncastle UD . 
Horsham ....... 
Horwich _........... 
— CB.. 
lle oaee eiteneiben 
Huntington (Staffs) ............ A 


THECRCOMIDS — .ccccssesccesescecs Al 
Tikeston MB... ES 

likley UD...... me 
SS rn 
Isle of Sheppey . 











Isle of Thanet.... | 
NSIS OL WEBDE cosceccccccsessess Al 
PDO TD occ ccscscesvscevcnvvnte A 
Keighley MB ...........sec0e0 
OS eee ane 
Kenilworth UD.. 
Kettering MB ..... 
Keynsham ........... 
Kidderminster MB. 
Kingskerswell 
King’s Lynn . 
Kingsteignton 
AGEAMRED sci casssscces 
Knaresborough UD 
Oe re 
MONON sis cukaisonsescensonvna’ A 
Leamington MB.. ah 
Leatherhead ooedh 
ds CB ..... wA 
UD: ...00 a 
Leicester CB ..... mer 
Leighton Buzzard .Al 
ee Al 
Leominster . Al 
LOCH WOOF ccocccccccecccscccecs A 





Lincoln CB .... 
Liskeard _........ 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool ....... . 
PIRBOUOAND:..) 0000s snioxansres Al 
Llanelly (incl. Llanelly RD) Pj 
Lianfairfechan ......c.ccccees 












Llangollen ........ “Al 
London ..... eae 
—_ Eaton . wwe 
MOOD csnsheycabvechacces Al 
Loughborough MB eS 
i eae me | 
Hell oon 
Loxton ...... Al 
OUI HDDS: cecesecennexcensed Al 
Ludlow RD ... Al 
RAROR: cc vnsssoss somal 
Lyme Regis ........ Al 
Lyneham seven aol 
EVER, essscssssencs eosecceeces: A 
Macclesfield 

Maidenhead 

Maidstone ....... 

Maldon cnex) 

Maltby UD . 

Malton UD . 

Malvern UD ... 

DERMCHORCT ...c00sccsvessssesese A 
M i ree . 

Mansfield MB 

March - 
ee ee Al 





Market Harborough | RD...Al 
Market Harborough UD . a 








Market Rasen UD............ 
IMATIOCK oo.cesccsseees Al 
Maryport ........ con: 
Matlock UD a 
Melksham ...... Al 
Melton Mowbray UD Al 
Merionethshire ........ Al 
Cl err 
Mexborough UD . 
oe CB 


Middleton .... 
po reer $s 
Mildenha' 


Monmouth— Borough of...Al 
Monmouths'! Al 
Morecambe _.... 
Moreton Valence 


oA 


Mundesley Re cern ee “AI 


DIGREWICH: secocscascscavcesoncsh 
Neath & Valley . 
ee eon 
Newark MB.. 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District ......... 
Newmarket .......... ° os 
Newport, Mon. .... 
Newport Pagnell .. 
Newquay _......00. 
Newton Abbot ... . 
Normanton UD ........... 
Northallerton District .... 
Northallerton UD ...... 
Northampton CB .... 
North Shields ....... 
North Walsham 
NOrthwich — csscsseese 
Norton Radstock 
INOPWICH ..nscscscstsce ° 
ae og CT 
2 MB A 


















eee 





Oakham RD . 
Oakham UD 
Okehampton 
Oldham 
aes 
QOrmekitk — icceese 
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Town. Grade 


Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) Al 

Penmaenmavwr .. 

Penrith UD ..... 

OERMOD co scncscunsccssccised Al 

Peterborough, Soke of = 
ern Regional portion) . 





WISURPATIOUL ics cactusbiccescacses 7 
Pickering ..... oodhe 
Plymouth _...... 


















Pontypool & District .. 
Pontypridd District .. 
Porthcawl 
Portishead... 
Portland - gl os 
Portsmouth . 
Port Talbot 

SSTON a sesees 
Princetown .. 
Pudsey MB .... ne 
Pulborough ......... cavaucaee Al 


Radnorshire, County of +m 
MINED catceccbosonesicuness 
Raunds UD. seed 
Rayleigh .... 
Reading A 
Redcar B .... A 
Redditch UD ...... A 
Redhill & Reigate A 
Rhondda Valley ........ A 
Richmond B (Yorks) .. A 
TRIDON TAD cecaccovscoce Al 
Rochdale .... econ: 
Rochester ........ _ * 
Ross-on-Wye oooh 
Rossendale Valley . A 
Rotherham CB ....... A 
Al 
A 
Al 
A 


Rushden UD 


Saffron Walden 
St. Albans ......... ne 
St. Austell ..... aan 
St. Helens .... 

i Saree 
Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain .. ° 
BATAY  csscsoacsnsens my | 
Sawbridgeworth 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough MB 


Seaford & 
Selby UD 
Sevenoaks 
Shaftesbury 
Sheerness 


Sheffield MB . A 
Shepton Mallet .. Al 
Sherborne . Al 
Shipley... 

Shoeburyness 

Shoreham ........ 


Shrewsbury MB ... 
Sirhowy Valleys ... 
Sittingbourne ..... 
Skegness UD 
Skipton UD... 8 
Sleaford UD ...s.-secsevseevee Al 
Slough, Windsor & Eton 

District _.cccccccccccccccecees 
Smethwick CB 
Snettisham ..... 
Solihull UD ............ a 
Somerset, County of...... TAl 
Southampton and 

MUSE ccccnccenscasccvaceed 
—- ‘Dist 
SOUDOLE «.:0s0sccessees 
South PShicids CB 
Southwold _ ........ 
Spalding UD .. 
Stafford MB... 
Staines ......... 
Stamford MB 
Stantonwick .... 
Stevenage .. 
Stockport .. 
Stockton RD ... 
Stockton-on-Tees B 
Stoke-on-Trent CB 
Stoke Orchard .. 





>>> 












2e> 


Z>> 


>>d>d>>b>d 






= 





Stourbridge MB . A 
Stourport ae A 
Stowmarket ........-.+++ Al 
Stratford-on-Avon MB......A 
Stroud (RD Area)....... Al 
Sunderland CB ... soma 
Sunningdale ..........0-+ee00+ 
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Town, 


Sutton Coldfield = 
Swadlincote UD ,, 
Swaffham ........, 
Swanage District 
ac oe ee 
Swindon District , 
Swinton UD .....,... 





Tamworth MB 
Taunton 
Tavistock 
Tenterden .., 
Teignmouth 
Tewkesbury .., 
Thames Haven 
Thetford ......... 
Thirsk RD . 
Thorpe Bay .......... 
Thurrock UDC Area... 
»» North of to Bi ‘ 









Tilbury 


Tonbridge 
Torquay 

Totnes... 
Jit 


Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth CB ..., 


Ulverston ......<ccseee 
Uppingham (Salop) 
Uttoxeter RD ., 

Uttoxeter UD.., 


Wakefield CB , 
Wakefield RD. 
Walsall CB.... 
Wallsend B . 
Walsden oneiee 
Walton-on-Naze 
MUR cccosiscinssvete 
Warminster 
Warrington .... 
Warwick MB ... 
Wednesbury MB. a ‘ 
Wellingborough UD ... iatied 
Wellington UD 
Wellington (Somerset) ...Al 
Wells (Norfolk) Al 
Wells (Somerset) . 
a 
Views Gar. City . 
West Bromwich CB.. 
Westbury ......ccse0 
Westcliff-on-Sea . 
Westerham ........... 
West Hartlepool CB 
Westmorland (except 
Kendal) 
Weston-super: 
Weybridge 
Weymouth (inclu ort: 
land Bill, excluding Port. 
land Stoneyards) 
Whitby UD .. 
Whitby RD .. 
Whitehaven ....... 
Whitley & Monks: UDA 
Whitstable and District . on 
Wickford = 
Widnes .... 
Wigan ... 
Wigton ... 
Wilmslow ....... 




























Wincanton 
Winchester ..... 
Windermere .. 


Witham ........... cae 
Withernsea UD.. 
Woking ....-..+++ 
Wokingham 
Wolverhampton CB . 
Wolverton District .. 





Woodbridge ........ 
Woodunall Spa UD 
Woodstock _...... “ 
Worcester CB . 


Workington .... 
} eh MB . 

Worthin 
Sualen (incl. Cefn). 
Wroughton _...... 


Wymondham , 


Yate jiicussaeerean 
Yeovil Borough . 
York 
al ‘a 


*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 7$d.; Labourers, 4s. 1d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 14,5 
Labourers, 4s. O¢d. tPlus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 74d. per 


craft processes, 3s. 3$d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1194 


Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


hour. Women engaged on work other thas 
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New Prestressing Jacks 

NEW range of prestressing jacks for use 
A with the Gifford-Udall-CCL prestress- 
ing system is announced by Cable Covers, 
Ltd. These new Mk. II Jacks, say the makers 
increase speed and efficiency as well as be- 
ing even lighter and easier to operate than 
the earlier models. 
Included in the 
range are a com- 
bined jack and 
pump unit, inde- 
pendent jack and 
pump, power 
Operated models 
and special jacks 
for circular tank 
stressing. They 
are supplied with 
various extensions 
from 5 in. to 25 in. 
w he ns stressing 
0.276 in. and up to 
40 in. when stress- 
ing 0.2 in. wires. 
Improvements are 
incorporated which 
include an actuat- 
ing bush which 
automatically 
operates and locks 
the claws in posi- 
tion, these claws 
being used in this 
model in place of 
the stressing arms 
in the earlier pro- 
duction; an exten- 
sion scale embod- 
ied into the stress- 
ing tube so that it 
cannot be displaced; a streamlined jacking 
head enabling the jack to be used in difficult 
position; whilst all the hydraulic valves are 
accessible from the exterior of the jack to 
assist in cleaning and maintenance. Full 
details and specifications of the equipment 
are available from Cable Covers Ltd., 
Prestressed Concrete Division, St. Stephen's 
House, Westminster, SWI. 





Mk II Jack. 


Beam and Column Pourer 


The new ‘Ace’ beam and column 
pourer designed by A.C.E. Machinery, Ltd., 
Porden-road, Brixton, London, SW2, pro- 
Vides an answer to the problem of how to 
feed concrete to independent columns. Self- 
contained and portable, this equipment is 
designed to be rapidly transferred from 
column to column within a matter of min- 
ules; it needs no outside support, and gives 
4 skip discharge height of up to 19 ft., doing 
away with the need for special scaffold rigs, 
and hand bucket filling. The special 24 
cu. ft. capacity rotating skip has a wide 
mouth for easy filling by wheelbarrow, and 
4 controlled opening door with discharge 
chute. The skip will swivel 180 deg. 
Mounted on two 14 in. by 3 in. cushion- 
tyred road wheels for easy manoeuvr- 








ability, it is particularly suitable for feeding 
columns or beams in confined working 
areas. The mast can be folded down for 
the unit to travel under low working head- 
room. The equipment is powered by a 
standard ‘ Midget’ winch, and is available 
with electric or petrol prime mover. 


Open Steel Flooring 


‘Flowforge’ flooring is one of the many 
types in the Fisholow range of open steel 
and aluminium flooring systems. This 
electrically forge-welded flooring has a high 
strength to weight ratio with maximum light 
passing and ventilation capacity. It is pro- 
duced in stock panels 20 ft. by 3 ft. and 
these, together with stair and ladder treads, 
are available in various sizes for immediate 
shipment to any part of the world. A recent 
development which demonstrates the 
versatility of this flooring is a contract for 
circular panels measuring 6 ft. 6 in. to the 
outside edge. Full details of ‘ Flowforge’ 
open steel flooring can be supplied upon 
application to Fisher and Ludlow, Ltd., 
Material Handling Division, Bordesley 
Works, Birmingham, 12. 


Lightweight Insulation 


Expanded Polystyrene, manufactured by 
Jablo Plastics Industries, Ltd., Méill-lane, 
Waddon, Croydon, Surrey, is claimed to in- 
sulate 10,000 sq. ft. for a total weight of only 
520 lbs. Half-inch board weighs 0.83 oz. 
per sq. ft., and as the material can be fixed 
with adhesive, the weight of any supporting 
substructure can be eliminated. It may also 
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be user as an_ anti-condensate lining 
and for sound jnsulation; as a_ heat 
insulator K value is 0.2 BThU/hr. and 
U value 0.21 BThU/hr. ‘Jablite’ can be 
laid beneath a concrete screed, applied to 
the soffit of any material and used for re- 
frigeration rooms, and so on. 


TRADE NEWS 


New Address 


The Blackman Export Co., Ltd., a sub- 
sidiary of Keith Blackman, Ltd., manufac- 
turers of fans, ancillary equipment and in- 
dustrial gas apparatus, moved office from 
23, Queen-square, London, WCl, to the 
parent company’s head office at Mill Mead- 
road, London, N17. At the same time Keith 
Blackman, Ltd., opened a London area sales 
office at the Queen-square address vacated 
by the Blackman Export Co., Ltd. 


New Company 


Following the announcement by J. Gliks- 
ten and Son, Ltd., of the acquisition of all 
the physical assets of the American com- 
pany, Mengel West Africa, Ltd., in Ghana, 
comes news of the formation of a new com- 
pany within the Gliksten group, International 
Hardwoods, Ltd., with a nominal capital of 
£250,000, under the chairmanship of Stanley 
G. Gliksten. Mr. Gliksten will have with 
him on the board E. Terence Scott, P. A. 
Wright, R. Law, ACA, and R. E. Groves, 
all directors of the parent company. Mr. 
Groves has also been appointed general 
manager. G. H. Davis, ACA, will be secre- 
tary of the new company and C. A. B. 
Wilkinson manager in Ghana. International 
Hardwoods, Ltd., will produce and sell hard- 
woods independently of other Gliksten in- 
terests in Ghana. Duncan, Ewing and Co., 
Ltd., 36, New Broad-street, EC2, and 
Churchill and Sim, Ltd., 29, Clements-lane, 
EC4, are their agents for the sale of all their 
products, logs and lumber, in the UK. 


MOBILE CRANE. The 
Jones KL 10-10 ‘ Fast Travel’ 
mobile crane, by K. & L. 
Steelfounders & Engineers, 
Ltd., Letchworth, Herts., is the 
first machine in the Jones range 
to have a capacity of 10 tons. 
One particular difference be- 
tween this crane and con- 
ventional types of lorry-mounted 
cranes is that one heavy-duty 
diesel engine drives all the 
crane motions and also powers 
the vehicle at speeds up to 
30 mph. In addition, the crane 
has been designed for operation 
by one driver only, with all the 
controls grouped within a large 
cab. This cab and the mechan- 
isms for hoist, derrick and slew 
units, are mounted on the crane 
chassis. Only the derrick drum 
‘ 4’ frame and balance weight 
are housed on the revolving 
superstructure, which rotates in 
a complete circle. | Variations 
of jib and power-assisted steer- 
ing are provided. Distributed 
by the 600 Group of Companies, 
Wood Lane, London, W12 
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LMBA 


National Junior Vice-President : 
Mr. Woodbine Parish Nominated 


AT its June meating, the LMBA Council 
Pe nominated Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
president in 1952, and subsequently hon. 
treasurer, for the position of junior vice- 
president of the National Federation for 
1958. The nomination will come before a 
meeting of the Council of the National 
Federation in the autumn. 


Apprentice Prize-winners 

MAJOR-GENERAL CyriL LLoyp, CB, Direc- 
tor of the City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute, presented the National Joint Apprentice- 
ship Board prizes for 1957 to London 
apprentices in the hall of the Royal Empire 
Society on June 21. Mr. K. J. Pearce, chair- 
man of the London Regional Joint Appren- 
ticeship Committee and of the LMBA 
Apprenticeship Committee, presided over a 
good attendance, which included many of 
the parents, teachers and employers of the 
prize-winners. 


Recalling that the City and Guilds repre- 
sented the old craft guilds of the Middle 
Ages, GENERAL LLoyD said that this year 
they had ‘already examined some 150,000 
men and women in craft subjects, and that 
the total number taking City and Guilds 
courses alone was probably over three- 
quarters of a million. He congratulated the 
prize-winners, who numbered ninety, and 
wished better luck next time to the others. 


As the programme announced, the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Board is 
organising a series of competitions for craft 
apprentices at the Building Exhibition at 
Olympia in November. 


How Many Building Apprentices ? 

MorE Boys will be leaving school this 
term than ever before, and the LMBA wants 
to collect as many of them as possible to 
train as apprentices. So the President, Mr. 
W. Kirby Laing, has sent a note to all his 
members asking them to take on the maxi- 
mum number of boys this summer. ‘We 
are beginning to see the effect of the increase 
in the birthrate at the end of the war,’ 
writes Mr. Laing, ‘and, as we assured the 
Youth Employment Officers at our recent 
conference, we want to make certain that 
the building industry gets its proper share 
of this year’s school-leavers. This oppor- 
tunity will be short-lived, and if we are to 
draw the maximum number of future 
craftsmen into the industry, we must be 
prepared to create vacancies even at some 
hardship to ourselves.’ 

Those able to take an additional appren- 
tice are asked to notify vacancies to the 
LMBA without delay. The selection of 
prospective apprentices must be left to the 
individual employer, but in response to a 
request from a number of employers for 
guidance about the qualifications a boy 
should possess, the following points (sug- 
gests the President) may be of help. 

1, Is he keen to learn the craft for which 
he is applying?; 2, Is he seeking, and 
physically suitable for, a healthy open-air 
occupation?; 3, Does he display mental 
alertness and possess initiative?; 4, Do his 
school reports indicate that his general 
standard of education is satisfactory?; 5 


> 


Does he appreciate the value of continued 
technical training?; 6, Is he prepared to 
travel and not expect to work always near 
his home?; and 7, Does he appreciate that 
it will be necessary to resist the attractions 
of higher wages for ‘ blind alley ’ jobs which 
will probably arise from time to time? 


Accident Prevention Conference 
THE LMBA has ordered 5,000 reprints of 
the report in The Builder of its Accident 
Prevention Conference last month, which 
was opened by the Minister of Labour. They 
are being circulated by members among 
their senior executives in an attempt to in- 
crease interest in the question of accident 
prevention and so reduce the number of 
accidents on building sites in London. 


OBITUARY 


W. E. Roberts 


WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
W. E. Roberts of Prestatyn Precast Con- 
crete Co., Ltd. Originally a master builder, 
in recent years he founded a_ successful 
business covering building blocks and con- 
crete sundries. He was a valued member 
of the Council of Federation of Building 
Block Manufacturers. 


J. Janes 


Mr. J. JANES, a_ director of Janes 
(Builders) Ltd., Slough, Bucks, died on 
June 20. He was a director of this group 
until his retirement in 1955. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Dyewood to Plywood 


e) AMES LATHAM, LTD., wood imports | 

and makers of plywood, gave g cocky 
party at Claridges on Wednesday, June 19 
celebrate the bi-centenary of the fins 
foundation. The original James Latham « 
up in Liverpool in 1757 as an ‘importer ; 
exotic hardwoods.’ Originating mostly ; 
the mahogany-producing countries, th 
included dyewood, logwood and brassilj; 
and were doubtless employed in the fp, 
furniture of the period. James Latham Ij 
migrated to London in 1815 and the fip 
remained in the Curtain-road premises yj 
the present office block at their Lee, 
Wharf, Clapton, was completed in 194) 
James Latham VI, a direct descendant ¢ 
the founder, is now director in charg: i 
the plywood section. 


Chairman Appointed 


The Royal Society of Health announos 
the appointment of Dr. J. A. Scott, OBE 
FRCP, QHP, Medical Officer of Healt 
LCC, as chairman-elect of the Societys 
Council. He will assume office on Octo. 
ber 1 next. Dr. Scott will succeed Professo; 
Harold Burrow, the present chairman, 


Building Exhibition 


A building exhibition is to be held at the 
South-West Essex Technical College, and 
School of Art, Walthamstow, from Jul 
6-13. Mr. C. S. French and Mr. O. J. Dea 
JP, will officiate at the opening. 


EJMA to Meet Architects 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association, 
Mr. Walter Hide, president, reported tha 
an appointment had been made to discus 
with the RIBA the question of architect’ 
specifications for special hardwood joiner 
and the action of the Government in 
announcing that all Government Depart: 
ments would in future invite tenders on: 
fixed price basis for all works of building 
and civil engineering, irrespective of size 


Developing Rail Transport 


Following discussions with the Trades 
Co-ordinating Committee and __ oth! 
interested bodies, British Railways are div 
tributing to traders all over the country: 
special booklet explaining the Railwa 
Merchandise Charges Scheme, which ha 
been confirmed by the Transport Tribundl 
and which comes into operation on July | 
The Commission will use their freedom from 
the restrictive effects of former legislatio 
to develop the carriage by railway of traf 
which is not now railborne but which » 
particularly suitable for the railway. 


June 28 j95) | 





hxecutive Council Elected 


The following were elected to the exec 
tive council of the National Association 0! 
Shopfitters on May 1 : —Mr. Ewart Edmonds 
president; Mr. M. Heggie, vice-president 
Mr. A. W.. Spreckley, — past-presidett 


Mr. F. A. Cadwallader, president, Mit 
R. Mason, presides! 
Northern Region; Mr. E. S. Church, pres" 
dent, National Display Equipment Associ 


land Region; Mr. 


tion; Mr. E. Cutler, director; Messrs. C. # 
Drake, A. P. Gupwell, A. E. Hadley, S. ¢ 
Hawes, B. M. Hickman, C. R. Lyon, HE 
Pollard, A. S. Fempleman, S. A. Thomps® 
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PRE-PLANNING 


St. Pancras Experiment in 
Collaborative Building 


N order to minimise or eliminate the re- 
] ductions and detrimental - alterations 
which in recent years have invariably had to 
be made to housing schemes for loan sanc- 
tion purposes after the receipt of tenders, it 
has been suggested that consultation should 
take place, from the inception of the scheme, 
between its architects, quantity surveyors, 
contractors and, where necessary, consulting 
structural engineers. This of course, could 
only be done in cases where competitive 
tenders were not invited, i.e., where a selected 
contractor or direct labour organisation is, 
with the prior approval of the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, invited to 
negotiate a price. 


The Housing Committee of the St. Pancras 
MBC in a report to the Council. points out 
that this method would provide a planned 
programme of capital works which would 
enable the Building Department to build up 
an efficient labour force and to reduce its 
overheads, so that, with its present organisa- 
tion, it could produce 100 flats a year. as 
compared with 50 flats built yearly at pre- 
sent. Not all the necessary work could 
however, be undertaken by the department 
and similar negotiations, based on_ prices 
submitted for a previous scheme, could be 
entered into with selected private contractors. 


The Committee appreciates that economies 
can be effected in other ways and has re- 
ferred the whole question to the Plans Com- 
mittee for investigation. In the meantime. 
purely as an experiment and without preju- 
dice to future policy, it is proposed to 
apply the pre-planning principle to the 
scheme for the erection of 52 dwellings at 
Cranleigh-street, NW1, and to ask the Build- 
ing Department to negotiate a tender in con- 
sultation with the Ministry, the architect 
(Thomas Sibthorp, FRIBA, AMTPI), the 
Council’s chief officers and the quantity sur- 
veyors, Rider, Hunt & Prtnrs., Bridge-hse., 
Queen Victoria-street.. E.C.4. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd.. company registration agents. 

V. Bloor (Eccleshall), Ltd. (582547.) Regd. 
April 17. 44, High-st., Eccleshall. Staffs. Bldrs., 
contrs., etc. Nom cap.: £100. Dir.: V. Bloor. 
’ W. J. Lawford, Ltd. (582926.) Regd. April 
26. 15/16, Rathbone-p!., Oxford-st.. WI. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. J. Lawford. 


H. Peacock (Guisborough), Ltd. (582967.) 
Regd. April 29. 131/133. Westgate. Guis- 
borough, Yorks. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £20,000. 


Permt. dir,: H. Peacock, 
Newark Builders, Ltd. (582071.) Regd. April 


29. 7, Woodhouse-rd.. Mansfield, Notts. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: R. Hare. 

Beamead Builders, Ltd. (583058.) Read. 
April 30, 101-3, Baker-st.. WI. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: B. Meadows. 


Calmont Building Co., Ltd. (583001.) Regd. 
April 30. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: Ki: RK. 
Jones, 8, Sutherland-ave. Cufflev, Herts. 

The following companies were registered on 
same date, with particulars similar to Calmont 
Building Co., Ltd.:--Firmont Building Co., 
Ltd. (583008.) Flodent Building Co., Ltd. 
(583010.)_Kenwell Building Co., Ltd. (583019.) 
Maront Building Co., Ltd. (583022.) Quellen 
Building Co., Ltd. (583031.) Rombaton Build- 


ing Co., Ltd. (583032.) Tensun Building Co., 


Ltd. (583035.) 
Elvey, Steel, Brooke, Ltd. (583006.) Regd. 
April 30. 144, Northgate, Wakefield.  Bldrs. 


Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: W. L. Brooke. 

Laxton Stuart & Co., Ltd. (583020.) Regd. 
April 30. Public works contrs., bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. E. Love, 208, 
Bath-rd., Willsbridge, Bristol. 


Tilleray Construction Co., Ltd. (582826.) 
Regd. April 25. 49, Marsh-la., Stanmore, 
Middx. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000.  Dir.: 
Sally J. van Dooren. 

H. Bramwell Cox & Son, Ltd. (582885.) 
Regd. April 26. 60, St. Anns-rd., Southend- 
on-Sea. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £250. Dir.: H. V. 
Cox. 

H. E. Pointer, Ltd. (582886.) Regd. April 
26. 2, Whitfield-st., Gloucester. Bldr. and 
contr. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: H. E. 
Pointer. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. H. J. CruicKSHANK, AMIMcecchE, has 
been appointed assistant managing director of 
Gilbert Ash, Ltd. Mr. Cruickshank, who was 
until two years ago director in charge of the 
company’s Nyasaland activities, lives at Petts 
Wood, Kent. 

Mr. H. VINCENT has been appointed chair- 
man and managing director of Leslie & Co., 


Ltd. Mr. H. W. F. FRANcis is to be assistant 
managing director. - 
Mr. S. M. Lawrence, of the British Alu- 


minium Co., Ltd., has been appointed export 
sales manager in succession to Mr. P. J. Fergu- 
son, who has resigned from the company. Mr. 
P. L. MARTYN, assistant manager (home sales), 
will take over responsibility for Unwrought and 
Special Products sales section in succession to 
Mr. Lawrence, as well as continuing to be re- 
sponsible for sales promotion activities. Mr. 
R. J. WALSH has been appointed manager of 
the Manchester branch sales office at 46, 
Fountain-street, with effect from July 17, in 
succession to Mr. J. R. Whitelegg, who retires 
from the company’s service on that date. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 
HONG KONG.—The Empire Theatre at 


North Point, constructed less than five 
years ago, has been bought for $3m. by the 
Grayland Investment Co., Ltd., who plan to 
demolish the theatre and build a 15-storey 
commercial, residential and entertainment 
centre on the 40,000 sq. ft. site. The new 
building will cost approximately $18m. and 
will contain a shopping arcade and offices 
on the lower three floors, a theatre, and 
about 250 apartments on the upper floors. 
.. . Following the extremely heavy rainfall 
recently—28 inches in less than three days, 
with 38 inches for the whole month—the 
Government is now faced with the task of 
the permanent rehabilitation of the damage 
at a cost which must eventually run into 
tens of millions of dollars. . . . The Dairy 
Farm Co. are to carry out a_ structural 
survey of their 40-year-old cold storage and 
ice plant and other installations at East 
Point, Hong Kong, with a view to carrying 
out extensive repairs and modernisation, or 
embarking on a rebuilding programme. .. . 
An invitation has been extended to two UK 
experts to visit the Colony and advise on 
the concentration of manufacture of gas 
and the provision of cross harbour mains, by 
the Hong Kong and China Gas Co. The 
qualified consultants are Mr. Hird, distri- 
bution engineer to the South Wales Gas 
Board, and Mr. Neervort, chief engineer to 
Land and Marine Contractors, Ltd. They 
are expected to arrive shortly and start work 
at the Ma Tau Kok plant in Kowloon. ... 
The chairman of the urban council, the 
Hon. E. B. Teesdale, has announced a pro- 
gramme calling for the expenditure of over 
$2m. on urban amenities during 1957-58. 
These will include a $1m. swimming pool in 
Victoria Park, $350,000 for playgrounds .at 
Blake Gardens and Cheng Uk, and about 
$900,000 on other rest gardens, parks and 
playgrounds. 


IRAN.—Following the visit of the head 
of the Tehran Water Board to Switzerland 
and Germany in connection with the Lar 
Valley Irrigation Scheme, four experts from 
the German Ministry of Economy and the 
contracting firm of Hochtief have arrived in 
Tehran, together with the representatives of 
the Swiss finance house (Societe Industrielle 
d’Outremer), which is to arrange credit for 
the scheme. . . . It seems likely that Bandar 
Abbas is to be developed as the main port 
for south-eastern Iran. The necessary plans 
are being prepared by a Dutch firm of con- 
sultants (Nedeco). 


IRAQ.—The Development Board have 
awarded the contract for the construction 
of the Kerbala-Najaf Road to the Mansour 
Construction Co., Ltd., Rashid-street, 
Bagdad. . . . The general plan of a new 
eight-storey building for the Central Tele- 
phones and Telegraphs Department has been 
completed and detailed specifications are 
being drawn up by the Ministry of Develop- 
ment. . . . Representatives of the U.S con- 
sultants (Welton, Beckett, San Francisco) for 
the new Hilton Hotel to be built in Bagdad 
are due to arrive in Iraq in mid-July to dis- 
cuss their plans with the Development 
Board. Construction of the hotel is expected 
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to take three years. .. . A call for tender is 
expected shortly for the new premises of 
the Government-owned Estates Bank... . 
The Development Board have called for 
tenders for piping, pumps and tanks for the 
electrification of Northern and Central Iraq. 
. .. The Development Board have agreed to 
a private loan for railway projects to be 
carried out by the Iraqi State Railways. 


LEBANON.—An agreement has_ been 
signed between the president of the Council 
of Ministers and the director of the Point 
IV Administration concerning the construc- 
tion of 1,000 to 1,500 dwellings for 
workers. Point [V_ will contribute U.S 
$1,500,000 and the Lebanese Government 
will allocate £Leb.6m. for their construction. 
. .. The future status of the Port of Beirut 
is temporarily holding up calls for tender 
for the construction work in the new port. 
Negotiations are, at present, going on 
between the Lebanese Government and the 
French Port Company... . The Litani Board 
will shortly be calling for tenders for the con- 
struction of three small earth dams in the 
Southern Bekaa and for the Karaoun dam. 
The construction of this dam is an integral 
part of the first phase of the Litani develop- 
ment scheme. ... A draft law has been sub- 
mitted to the Chamber ‘of Deputies 
authorising the Government to stand as 
guarantors for the National Water Office 
who are in the process of raising a loan to 
cover the cost of the extension of the net- 
work of drinking water distribution to the 
capital and suburbs. 


NEW ZEALAND.—To simplify bridge 
building and help accelerate progress in the 
programme of construction throughout New 
Zealand, the Ministry of Works has pro- 
duced, in one comprehensive volume, a set 
of plans standardising various types of 
superstructure. The drawings are based on 
experience in design and construction gained 
by departmental engineers over many years. 
They are being used directly by the Minis- 
try’s own engineers and are available as a 
guide to local bodies and consultants. The 
plans cover the construction of several 
types of reinforced concrete bridges, com- 
posite structural steel and concrete bridges, 
farm access road bridges, precast concrete 
piles and reinforced box culverts. The 
National Roads Board has authorised the 
purchase of structural steel worth more 
than £500,000 some of which was being 
prefabricated locally in compliance with the 
standardised plans. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


*India.—The UK Trade Commissione: at 
Madras has advised the Export Services Branch 
that the Industries & Commerce Department of 
the Government of Madras are considering the 
establishment of a Magnesite refractory bricks 
manufacturing plant in South India with a 
capacity to produce about 30-tons of refractory 
bricks per day. The Department would Tike to 
know if any UK firm would be willing to col- 
laborate with them in the above venture by 
supplying the plant and machinery required, 
providing technical assistance and partic'pating 
in the capital structure if needed. The proposal 
is still in its initial stages but the Department 
would be glad to hear from UK firms who 
would be willing to assist them in setting up the 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch. Lacon House. Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further ‘formation can be obtained. 


industry. Firms who are interested in the above 
proposition should write direct to:—C. S. 
Ramu, Esq., Joint Director of Industries & 
Commerce Department, Government of 
Madras, Chepauk, Madras—S. It would be 
appreciated if, at the same time, they would 
notify the UK Trade Commissioner, Post Box 
1575, 6, Armemian-st., Madras, 1, that they 
have done so. Ref. ESB/14442/57 (Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776 or 866). 


Snowy Mountains Scheme 


Tenders will be called for before the end 
of the year for three further major projects 
which will bring closer the completion of 
the £A.400m. Snowy Mountains hydro- 
electric project. Senator Spooner, Minister 
of National Development, announced the 
decision when speaking at the site of the 
Adaminaby dam, which will become 
Australia’s greatest reservoir. 


Malta Tunnel Contract 


To increase Malta’s water supply the 
Government of Malta has approved a 
scheme for seven miles of deep tunnel 
work associated with shaft sinking, and the 
construction of a dam and ancillary works. 
The contract has been placed with John 
Howard and Co., Ltd., civil engineering 
contractors, of London, who are to begin 
work immediately. The cost of the scheme 
exceeds £750,000. 
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Edinburgh Housing 


J{PINBURGH Corporation Housing 
Committee has approved five sites for 
multi-storey flats and will ask ‘firms on a 
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Variations from 1914 to date 


Copyright : 
H. J. Venning, F.R.LC.S. 
and The Builder 


‘THE BUILDER’ Cost of Building 

Chart, specially prepared for ‘The 
Builder’ by Mr.H.J.Venning,F.R.L.C.S., 
brought up to date and incorporating 
the recent wages award, has been re- 
printed on stiff card for convenience 
in handling. Copies may be obtained 
from the Publishers, price 1s. 3d. each, 
plus 3d. postage and packing for any 
number up to six, numbers above six 


being post free. 
THE BUILDER LTD., 


4 CATHERINE STREET, 
ALDWYCH, W.C.2 
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emi 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FFOLLOWING are rates of wagy 

authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from May 27, 1957 
They apply to the whole of Scotland 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. ' 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 6d.; Labourers 35. Lid, 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week o} 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hour, 
$ 

Ist és os « 2 49 : 
2nd a ws <. oe 66 0 
3rd ve e so ae 99 9 
4th ee ay ~». 66% 132 9 
Sth 75 148 6 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 5, ¢ 
probationary period) se a . SI 
labouring operations (at 


as 


Operatives on ‘ 
end of probationary period) 











selected list to tender for this wor 
Separate tenders are to be asked for sit 
and foundation preparation and for cop: 
struction above ground level in order to 
secure competitive tenders. Sites are at 
Muirhouse (six blocks), South Clermiston 
(two), Gracemount (three), Comiston (ix) 
and East Claremont (one). Other sites, 
which will be considered at a later date, 
are at Sighthill, Coillesdene and Leith. 


The firms selected for the tendering panel 
are Wimpeys, Scottish Construction Co, 
John Laing and Sons, Trussed Concrete Co, 
Scottish Special Housing Association, and 
Crudens Ltd. 


Allocations for tenders are as follows 
Muirhouse, Scottish Construction (Co, 
Wimpey and SHHA (in the approximate 
ratio of three tenths, six tenths and on 
tenth); East Claremont-street — SHHA; 
Clermiston—Scottish Construction (Co; 
Gracemount—Trussed Concrete Steel Co 
and Comiston—John Laing and Son. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Angus.—Dundee Corporation Housing Con 
mittee have approved the erection of 10 blocks 
of 10-storey flats for 300 tenants at Foggyle. 
Lochee. Estimated cost £600,000. 


Argyll.—1, Bunnahabhain, Islay—proposed 
new school; 2, Keills, _Islay—school; 3 
Inverary—fire station; 4, Tarbert—scheme 0! 
20 houses. Applications for all trades stating 
number to County A, County Offices, Dunoot, 
by June 29. 

Edinburgh.—Plans 
exchange at Jane-st., Leith, 
£42,000. 

Fife——Contractors complying with day 1 
lease regulations—site preparation work for 2) 
houses at Aberdour. Applications to the Coun! 


in hand for telephone 
Estimated cost 





Clerk, Cupar, by June 29. 

Fife.—All trades for the erection of housts 
at Aberdour (22), Charlestown (2), Kincardint 
(4), North Queensferry (43 cottages and 3-storey 
flats), and Parkneuk (21). Applications, stating 
sites and marked ‘ traditional Houses,’ by Ju! 
6 to County Clerk, Cupar, Fife. , 

Inverness.—Plans approved by Dean of Guild 
Court for erection of warehouse on the Long 
man Industrial site, for SPD, Ltd. Estimate 
cost £25,000. 


Selkirk CC.—Demolition of Happertutie and | 


Kerrcleuch Bridges, Birkhill, on the Am 
Selkirk-Moffat road, and construction hie 
new bridges spans 12 ft. 3 in., and a 
Applications to W. T. Dundas, County — 
British Linen Bank-bldgs., Selkirk, by June ¢ 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION | 





Appointments open will be 


‘ Public 
Full details woo pages of this and 


ound in the Advertisement 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous Issues. Those with an asterisk 
advertised in this number, The dates at the heads 
~ phs are those for the submission of tenders; 


oe) denotes closing date for applications; the 
rand address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
JULY 1. 


*Eali BC.—Removal of galleries and 
sae of Strip boarded flooring at Little 
Faling schools. BS. Dep. Se. 

JULY 5. 

*Dudley CB.—Erection of 5 police boxes at 
5 sles. . 

1a Wrexham BC.—(a) 28 flats at Queen’s Park; 
(b) 35 cycle sheds at Queen’s Park South and 
Rhosnessney. BE&S. Dep, £2 2s. for (a) and 
£1 1s. for (b). 

JULY 8. 

++Oxford City C.—Additional classrooms at 
Headington sec. sch. City A and Planning 
a CB.—224 houses and Sl 
garages at Kimberworth Park estate. BE. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
JULY 9. 
Manchester City C.—Alterations and exten- 
sions to three schools. City A. 
JULY 10. 
*+Malden and Coombe BC.—Erection of 4 
houses at Windermere-rd., housing site No. 73. 
BE& 


S. 

*Warwick RDC.—Erection of 18 houses, 
paths, drains, etc., at Sandy-way, Barford, on 
a fixed price basis. C, Council Offices, 23, 
Waterloo-pl., Leamington Spa. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 12. 

*Ealing BC—New dressing room, etc., at 
Victoria Hall. BS. Dep. £2. 

*tHalifax Corp.—All trade tenders for one 
pair of houses at each of Llingworth and Back- 
hold estaies. BE. Dep. £2. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Alterations to existing 
buildings of High School for Girls, Chichester, 
and erection of canteen with laboratories over. 
(Job No. 47766/5049.) County A. 

JULY 13. 

_*Widnes BC.—Stage 2 of Oakfield CP sch. 
Qunior sch.); stage 3 of Kingsway County sec. 
sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £3. 

JULY 16. 

*Bournemouth CB.—(a) Four blocks of six 
terrace dwellings Contract WH 24 (B) and (b) 
four blocks of six terrace dwellings Contract 
WH 24 (D) at West Howe estate. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

JULY 17. 

*Reading CB.—Alterations to lavatories and 

die two mew stores at Kendrick sch. Boro’ 


JULY 22. 
Banstead UDC.—24 two-storey one-bedroom 
bg at Headley-dr., Banstead. E&S. Dep. 
eas, 


Banstead UDC. 
for si 
E&S. ; 

"Swadlincote UDC.—27 houses at Orchard-st. 
ousing estate, Newhall. E&S, Bank House, 
Midland-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
pointe Cmbles BC.—Applications invited from 
uilding contractors for inclusion in selected 
lists for building work. BE&S. 

JULY 26. 

*Kidderminster Corp.—38 houses at Broad-st. 

fy telopment area. BE&S, 110, Mill-st. Dep. 


*Gillinch OO oer 29. 
ingha = rellino< < nthe 
estate. BE, Dep. £5 —" ene ee 


‘North Riding EC.—Erection of Northaller- 


—Fixed price tenders invited 
X houses with garages at Green Curve. 
De £2 I é 


on Boys’ County mod. sch. Denis Clarke Hall 
Seas 6, Masons-yd., Duke-st., St. James’s, 


AUGUST 14. 


*Sheffield City. — Buildings, 


Blackburn 


works: J. E. 


Meadows sewage disposal 
Womersley (&), City Architect. 
SEPTEMBER 7. oe 
*Leicester City C.—Alterations and additions 


to The Kingsfare Café, Halford-st. City S. 
Dep. £1 Is. 
NO DATE. 
*Billinge and Winstanley UDC.—724_ two- 


sed = : ‘ 
storey dwellings at School Brow site, Billinge 


C, Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s 
+Heston and Isleworth BC.—12 flats at 
Grove-rd,, Hounslow. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s 


‘Merton and Morden UDC.—Erection oi 
block of 38 flats. block of 14 flats and 7 
maisohettes, block of 30 flats and 6 smail 
houses on site between High-st. and High-path, 
Merton. Albert J. Thomas, FRIBA, 3la, 
Sloane-st., London, SWI. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 4. ; 

Dorking UDC.—Redecoration of foyer, pay- 
box and cloakrooms to main hall and staircase 
to balcony at Dorking Halls. E&S. 

JULY 5. 

*+Bristol EC.—Installation of (a) heating, 
water and gas services, and (b). electrical services, 
at Cabot House. College of lfechnoiogy, Ash'ey 


Down. Hoare, Lea & Ptnrs., 21, Oakfield-rd., 
Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 8. 
Ripley UDC.—External painting of 210 


houses in six groups. S, Town Hall. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


JULY 1. 
+Southampton CBC.—18,000 yd. sup. con- 
crete carriageway, 6,000 yd. lin. sewers, etc. 
Boro’ E&S. 
JULY 8 


Ellesmere Port BC.—17,000 sq. yd. of pitched 
and tarmacadam roads, 14,000 sq. yd. of asphalt 
foot paths and 5,500 lin yd. of 6 in. to 30 in. 
dia. foul and SW sewers, etc., at North Whitby 
housing estate, Part V. Boro’ E&S. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

Wembley BC.—Reconstruction of Stag-la. 
(Princes-ave. to Hay-la.) comprising 600 yd. of 
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15 in. to 33 in. dia. SW sewer, 4,500 sq. yd..of 

8 in. r.c. road slab and cold asphalt surfacing, 

with kerb and footway works. Boro’ E&S. 
JULY 9. 

St. Albans CC.—1,400 lin. yd. of 9 in. dia. 
SW sewer, 400 tons of tarmacadam base course, 
7,000 sq. yd. of footway surfacing, 1,100 sq. yd. 
of bitumen macadam carriage surfacing, 2,700 
lin. yd. of concrete footway edging. City E&S. 


Dep. £2. 
JULY 11. ‘ ; 
Bournemouth CBC.—1,040 yd. of 21 in. to 


30 in. pipe sewer at Southbourne. Boro’ E. 
Dep. £1 Is. 
JULY 12. 
Kettering RDC.—2,200 yd. of 9 in. and 6 in, 
dia. sewers and sewage disposal works at 


Cransley. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, 
engrs., 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 13. 

Bristol CC.—5,600 lin. yd. of 6 in. to 27 in. 
dia, sewers, with accommodation works at 
Stockwood housing site, section HII. City E. 

Dep. £2 2s. 

Calne and -Chippenham RDC.—6,300 yd. of 
6 in. sewers, small pumping station and °éxten- 
sion of existing sewage disposal works at 
Yatton Keynell. Ccl’s engr. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 15. 

East Devon Water Board.—250,000 gallon 
r.c. covered reservoir, pipework, access road, 
earthen embankment, etc., known as Ten Acre 
Gate reservoir, four miles North of Axminster 
and three miles SW of Chard—Chardstock and 
Membury scheme, Rofe & Rafferty, Board’s 
constg..engrs., 3, Victoria-st., SW1l. Dep. £2 2s. 

Leyton BC.—Reconstruction of Lea Bridge- 
rd. by Forest Rise, involving 300 yd. of dual 
24 ft. carriageway in 10 in. r.c. slab construc- 
tion and incidental works, Boro’ E&S. Dep. 
¢ : 

Merthyr Tydfil CBC.—1} miles of 6 in. to 
45 in. concrete sewers, 300 yd. in heading, 48 
manholes and storm water overflows chamber 
at Pantyscallog. ‘Boro’ E. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 16. 

Thurrock UDC.—Orsett foul water sewerage 
scheme—two miles of 9 in. to 15 in. dia. sewers, 
one mile of.C.I. rising main and pumping 
station. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 17. 

Shrewsbury BC.—20,000 sq. yd. carriageway, 
6,000 lin. yd. kerbing and channelling and 9,000 
lin. yd. 48 in. to 6 in. dia sewers. Boro’ S. 


Dep. £2'2s. 
JULY 25. 

Barnstaple BC and RDC.—Four ‘r.c. sludge 
digestion tanks, three sewage pumping stations, 
workshop and messroom, 3,300 lin. yd. of 4 in., 
7 in. and 12 in. C.I. pumping main and 450 yd. 
of 6 in. to 24 in. sewers in concreté and C.I. 
pipes at Barnstaple and Fremington. Lemon & 
Blizard, 1, Glenside, College-ave., Mannamead, 
Plymouth. Dep. £10 10s. 


JULY 29. 

Billinge and Winstanley UDC,—Small sewage 
disposal works at Higher End. Ward, Ashcroft 
& Parkman, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 38, The 
Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 29. 

March UDC.—10 miles of 6 in. dia. pitch 
fibre and 9 in. dia. salt glazed ware sewers and 
500 pre-cast and in-situ manholes, W. H. Rad- 
ford & Son, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 57, Gold- 
smith-st., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE. 

tPerth CC.—Inclusion in list of contractors 
for water main or sewer laying on construction 
of water or sewage works. County Water and 
Drainage E, 3, South-st., Perth. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Edmonton.—F.Lats.—The BC has approved 
lay-out plans for a nine-storey block of 48 
maisonettes at the Snells Park development 
area, between Fore-st. and tke railway. The 
dwellings will be of two-bedroom type and 
will occupy the cight upper floors, the ground 
floor, which will straddle the district’s gas main, 
being occupied by tenants’ stores and pram 
stores. The estimated cost of the scheme is 
£106,000. Boro’ Architect is A. Wilkinson (A). 
The Council has its own direct labour organisa- 
tion. 

Lewisham.—FLATs AND MAISONETTES.—Plans 
approved by Minister of Housing and Local 
Government for erection of 172 flats and 
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maisonettes in three 1l-storey and five four- 
——- blocks and 25 lock-up garages at Eltham- 
rd. 

Paddington.—FLats FOR OLD PEoPpLE.—The 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
has approved a scheme to include property at 
210, Kilburn-lane, in the redevelopment of 
adjoining site Nos. 212-220. Proposals for the 
extended site provide fer the erection of a 
three-storey, semi-detached block of 12 bed- 
sitting room flats for elderly people. Estimated 
cost £26,073. 

Paddington.—MaIsoNnETTES.—Proposals sub- 
mitted to the LCC for erection of four-storey 
block containing 10 maisonettes at 9-17, 
Goldney-rd. Estimated cost of acquiring and 
developing site £33,190. 

Southwark.—Depot.—Proposals submitted to 
BC for erection of commercial depot building 
(five storeys and basement) at 98-99, London- 
rd., for Acme Industrial Cleaners, Ltd. 

Stoke Newington. — Fiats. — Planning 
approval has been received from LCC for the 
erection of 59 flats in one eight-storey and two 
three-storey blocks at Yoakley-rd. housing site. 
A: Howes & Jackman (F/F), 1, Verulam- 
bldgs., WC1. 

Walthamstow.—HosTEL FOR STUDENTS.—BC 
recommend that the site of Forest Lawn Tennis 
Club, Avon-rd., or land adjoining ‘ Brooks- 
croft,’ Forest-rd., be suggested as suitable site 
for proposed hostel for students of South-West 
Essex Technical College. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—CwWS, Ltd., planning new creamery 
on site of 24 acres. CWS’s A’s Dept., 90, 
Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—UDC approved plans 
for houses and bungalows at Soughers-la. estate 
for R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd. 

Atcham, Salop. — Minsterley Creameries, 
Ltd., propose extensions to their premises at 
Minsterley. A: L. J. Multon (F), 6, Green- 
field-cres., Edgbaston, Birmingham 15. 

Barnard Castle—RDC approved amended 
scheme for 16 flats and 20 houses at Evenwood. 
Ccl’s A: J. Lawton (A), 43, Galgate, Barnard 
Castle. 

Bedlington.—J. Gibson Cowe & Son (L), 
Clarmont-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are A for 
proposed extensive alterations to Bomarsund 
Social Club. 

Belper.—RDC to acquire land on east side 
of New Zealand-la. for new housing site. 

Billingham.—New cinema to seat 1,100 to be 
built at Town-sq., Roseberry estate for Circuits 
Management Association, Ltd. A: Lennox D. 
_— (F), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 


Birkenhead.—TC proposes erection of further 
54 dwellings, library, 8 shops, garages, etc., at 
Prenton Dell estate——Liverpool Regional Hos- 
pital Board proposes improvements to opera- 
ting theatre at Children’s Hospital (A: E. F. 
Furbur (A), 23, Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead), 
and new nurses’ home and prelimmary train- 
ing school at The Priory, Upton-rd. 

Birmingham.—United Birmingham Hospitals 
Board considering erection of new dental 
hospital at Lr. Loveday-st.—Hardy Spicer & 
Co., Ltd., Birch-rd., propose new factory at 
Chester-rd. A: Harry W. Weeden & Ptnrs., 45. 
Calthorpe-rd., Birmingham. 

Birmingham.—House Building Com. ap- 
proved plans for 16-storey block of flats, to be 
ringed by eight-storey blocks of maisonettes at 
Yyrley Birch estate, Erdington, a 15-storey 
block of flats at Lyndhurst estate and 108 dwell- 
ings at Hawkesley Farm, Northfield. City A: 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler (F), AMTPI. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC proposes to build 
bs - ree houses nr. Etherley-la. S: J. 

ord, 

Blackpool.—BC ‘propases 4 workshops at 
Technical College, £28,500 est. 

Bolton.—PC Council of St. Stephen and All 
Martyrs’ Church, Lever Bridge, proposes 
adaptations and extensions to day school. 


. ge ey — to BC for 8 
ouses at Mayfield-av., Bailiff Bridge, f ne of 
Leach & Sons, Ltd. siiataliai 

Buxton.—BC approved plans: residential 
development between St. John’s-rd. and 
Macclesfield-rd. for The Chatsworth Settlement 
Trustees; industrial development at Tongue-la, 
for Southport and District Factory Estates Co., 





Ltd.; and residential development at Watford- 
rd. for Cavendish Golf Club. 

Cheadle, Ches.—PCC proposes erection of 
two new churches at Bradshaw Hail and Ads- 
wood Councillor-la. areas, (Rev. Gordon 
Harman.) 

Chester—M of E has included following 
projects in education building programme for 
1958-9:—Plas Newydd county prim. infants’ 
sch. and extensions to City High sch. 

Chesterfield.—TC proposes erection of 500 
houses to north of Kirkstone-rd., Newbold. 

Consett.—Consett Iron Co., Ltd., to build 
hostel for 40 workmen. Plans by Staff A. 


Crewe.—Cheshire EC proposes further exten- 
sions to County Training College, £82,560 est. 

Cumberland.—County A, J. H. Haughan, 15, 
Portland-sq., Carlisle, has prepared plans for 
new sec. schools at Workington and Maryport. 
Contracts expected to be let within month or 
two. 

Darwen.—Plastics Division of ICI, Ltd., pro- 
pose development of 90-acre site on northern 
outskirts for industrial purposes. 

Dukinfield.—BC proposes erection of 16 
single-bedroomed flats at Birch-la. A: W. Dob- 
son Chapman & Ptmnrs. (L/A)., Jordangate-hse., 
Macclestield. 

Durham.—Hospital Planning Com. has drawa 
wp plans for ear, nose and throat dept. with 
operating theatre and clinic at Dryburn Hosp. 

Elland.—UDC approved layout for 12 houses 
at Elland-la. 

Eston.—N. C. Harrison, UDC Surveyor, 246, 
Normanby-rd., South Bank-on-Tees, has pre- 
pared plans for 201 houses at second section of 
Teesville East estate. Work will be done by 
contract. 

Flintshire—EC proposes extensions at 
Hawarden grammar sch. and Flintshire Tech- 
nical College, Connahs Quay. 

Hawarden.—Hawarden and District Co- 
operative Socy., Ltd., proposes rebuilding of its 
central premises at Bwloe. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—New YMCA buildings 
to include concert hall, gymnasium, swimming 
bath, canteen, lecture rooms and handicraft 
rooms are to be built at Fence Houses. 

Hull.—TP Com. approved outline scheme for 
500 houses as first stage of redevelopment of 
Nornabell-st area—Com. approved plans for 
showrooms and offices to stand on site of 
former Tivoli Theatre. 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board pro- 
poses mew physiotherapy department at Walton 
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Hospital, £76,045 est., and new byita; 
house caesium unit, £16,000 est. building 
Llandudno.—TC_ approved layout for 
houses off Tyn-y-Coed-rd., Great Orme, ~~ 

Maghull.—Work to commence in th 
months’ time on erection of new RC church 9 
St. Gregory at_Liverpool-rd., Lydiate £40.00; 
est., for Rev. E. P. Godfrey, St. Georges Rc 
Church, Maghull. C 

Manchester.—R. R. & J. Willan, Ltd Sal 
propose erection of 18 flats and 18 a 
garages at Calton-rd., Whalley Range —Exter 
sions to factory at Shentonfield-rd., Northen 
den, for Dawson Rogers & Co., Lid. A: C 
Bullimore, MBE, (A), Lloyds Bank-chby 
Great Underbank, Stockport—TC approved 
training centre for entrants into mining jndys. 
try at Gibbon-st., Bradford, for National Coa 
Board, Estates Dept., Bradford Colliery, Gree. 
la., Leigh. , 

Manchester.—Regional Hospital Bd, Propoxe; 
upgrading of Wards C and K at Calderstones 
Hospital, Whalley, nr. Blackburn —TC ap. 
proved plans for shop and store at 30, Swan 
for J. V. A. Miller. A: Howard & Seddon 
(L/A), 88, Mosley-st., Manchester.—Roberts § 
Roberts, 40, Kimg-st., Manchester, are A fo; 
14 houses at 46-72, Joyce-st., Moston, fo; 
G. W. Cosgrove & Ptnrs.—E. Levy (F), }) 
Deansgate, Manchester, is A for new synagogue 
between 451 and 457, Cheetham Hild. 
Cheetham, for the Selle] and Psalms Synagogue 
—Groves & Whitnalls, Ltd., Regent-rd., )). 
ford, propose erection of new public-house a 
corner of Oatlands-rd. and Portway, Wood. 
house Park. Plans by own A dept. 

Mansfield-—East Midlands Motor Services, 
Ltd., propose extensions to garage at Chester. 
field-rd. South. A: Nichols & Royle (A), 3) 
St. Petersgate, Stockport. 

Middlesbrough.—HC approved plans by 
Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon, for 20 flatlets for old 
people. 

Middlesbrough.—Premier Dwellings (Cleve. 
land), Ltd., 157, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, are 
to erect 38 bungalows at Low-la. 

Morpeth.—RDC is’ considering £74,000 
scheme for construction. of reservoirs at Thom. 
ton House and Longwitton to improve wate 
supply in south-west area. S: J. S. Miles, 

Newark.—Home Brewery Co., Ltd., Shef- 
field proposes erection of new licensed premises 
at Hawton-rd. estate. A: F. J. Lenton & Ptnrs 
(F/A), 16, Broad-st., Stamford, Lincs. 

Newburn, Northumberland.—UDC has t- 
ceived planning permission for 36 houses a 
Mount Pleasant estate, Throckley. Council ha 


own direct labour orgamisation. S: J. A 
Weatherley. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by  Newcasti 


Hosp. Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle, for addi- 
tions to linear accelerator building at Newcast 
General Hosp., have been approved. Boards 
Chief A: P. H. Knighton, MBE(A). City A: G 
Kenyon (A), AMTPI, 18, Cloth Market, Nevw- 
castle, prepared plans for three-storey flats (15 
dwellings) at Walker-rd. Back and Brampto- 
ave.—Newcombe & Newcombe (A), 23, Eldoo- 
sq., Newcastle, are preparing plans for labor- 
tory block at Church high sch, Tankerville:ter 
—C. Solomon (F), St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle 
has prepared plans for warehouse, showrooms 
and offices at Blandford-st. and Westmorland 
td. for Mrs. Stein. Education A, S. N. Slipper. 
Northumberland-rd., Newcastle, prepared plans 
for kitchen and dining-rooms at Raby-st. scl. 

North Riding.—EC approved sketch plans for 
proposed Nunthorpe prim. sch. A: Samuel 
Morrison & Ptnrs. (A/A), 103, Belper-rd. 


Derby. 
Northumberland.—CC approved plans fo: 





eight police houses. County A: C. C. Brown 
(A), County Hall, Newcastle. 
Northumberland.—EC expects to start work 
in September on erection of mew grammar sci. 
at Ashington. County A: €. C. Brown (A), 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Richmond, Yorks.—RDC to build 14 houses 
at Brompton-on-Swale. 
Rochdale.—TC proposes 24 
Hutchinson-rd., Norden. 
Scarborough.—Work on _ new _ five-storey 
Technical College at Scalby-rd. to start early 
next year. Three-quarters of proposed build- 
ing will form first stage, £400,000 est. 
Sheffield—YMCA proposes erection of new 
hostel at Broom Hall-rd., Ecclesall. A: W. 
Lancashire & Son (F), 54, Campo-la., Sheffield. 


dwellings at 
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.—HC approved in principle pre- 
i a ont Be -t for re-development of 
Voodside-hane area, bounded by Rutland-rd., 
Womereave-rd., Rock-st. and railway. Plans 
CRY A: J. L. Womersley (A), AMTPI. 

"sont Shields.—TC has selected site for new 
baths est. to cost £80,000. 

South Shields.—Tyne Improvement Commis- 
ion, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan addi- 
pa to iron-ore discharging quay at Tyne 
Dock to provide another berth and additional 
handling plant. Commission’s Chief E: R. B. 
Porter. ‘ , — 

‘port.—EC proposes erection o 
Fog four- and five-storey blocks at 
Victoria Park. / 

Sunderland.—W. H. S. Tripp, 210, Westgate- 
rd Newcastle-on-Tyne, is constg. engr. for 
laying-down of building berth to accommodate 
ships up to 65,000 tons d.w. at shipyard of J. L. 
Thompson & Sons, North Sands. 

Sunderland.—Plans have been prepared by 
§. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, Sunder- 
land, for proposed garage and workshop for 
Territorial Army, at Roker.—Cowies, Ltd., are 
to erect motor-car and cycle showroom at 
Matamba-ter., and plans are being prepared by 
R. Collins (A), AMTPI, St. Hilda-st., South 
Shields William Leech, Ltd., 2, Ciayton-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are planning erection of 70 
houses south of outer ring road at Tunstall Red 
House estate.—Newrick & Blackbell (F/F), 58, 
John-st., Sunderland, are A for additional clhass- 
rooms at Roker Methodist Church, Roker Park- 
:d., Sunderland.—L. H. Fewster & Ptnrs. (L/A), 
Conduit-st., W1, have prepared plans for shop 
premises at Redcar-rd., Hylton Red House 
estate, for Ravenseft Properties, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Martin & Felton, Refuge-bldgs., 
St. Thomas-st., Sunderland, appointed QS by 
EC for proposed additions to technical college. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Daveys of Erdington, Ltd., 
propose erection of new shops, showrooms and 
stores at Farthing-la. A: R. E. Hancocks, 
Royal-hse., South Parade, Sutton Coldfield. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Boro’ E, J. L. Watson, 
has been authorised to obtain estimates from 
specialist firms for three-storey flats at George- 


st. 

Tynemouth.—Boro’ E, D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, has pre- 
pared plans for old people’s flats at Stanton-rd., 
Marden. Further 77 houses are proposed by 
TC at Moor Park estate. and 22 at Howdon- 
td, Percy Main.—Falconar & Prentice, 
Northumberland-sq., North Shields, have been 
appointed QS by EC for proposed Broadway 
sec. mod. sch. A: A. K. Tasker & Austin 
Child (F/F), 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne—TC to discuss with MH&LG proposals 
for old people’s home at The Elms,—M. J. 
Liddell & Sons, builders, Great North-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. are to erect further houses 
at Monkhouse estate.—A. Fenwick. builder, 
North Shields. proposes houses at Chirton 
Green, St. John’s-ter. and St. James’s-st.—J. 
Gibson Cowe & Son (L), Claremont-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are A for proposed factorv 
at Low Flatworth Farm for Hodges Brown & 
Ce, Ltd. Newcastle. machine tool repairers. 
—Associated Lead Manufacturers, Crescent- 
hse., Newcastle-on-Tvne. are to erect offices and 
Storage accommodation at their Havhole Lead 
Works, North Shields, and have prepared own 
plans, 

Wakefield.—TC approved sketch plans for 
erection of crematorium at  Crigglestone 
Cemetery. j 

Wigan.—Rev. J. P. O'Hara, St. Edwards RC 
church, Newtown. Proposes erection of new 
church, £50,000 est. 

Wrexham.—RDC Proposes 80 aged persons’ 
bungalows. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ pehotes provisionally accepted. 

; ne recommended for acceptance. 

Z Ses accepted subject to modification, 
J tes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments, 

p blackburn.—New Congregational church at 
onnnill-rd. *Henry Trickett & Son. Ltd., 

— Mill, Crawshawbooth, Rawtenstall, 
ancs, 

Ren ckPool.—Two blocks of 6 flats each at 
€¢@ Bank-rd. for BC. *R. Fielding & Son 


at 


(yiders), Ltd., Stanhope-rd. Works, Blackpool. 
£17,483. 

Blaydon, Co. Durham.—Additions to Blay- 
don and District Social Club. A: J. M. Angus 
(L), 3, Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne. C.W.S. 
Building Dept., West Blandford-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. £10,000. 

Bootle.—New county prim. sch., Park-la. 


estate, Netherton, for *Direct labour. 
£65,213 
Carlisle.—Additions to Carlisle Technical 


College for EC. Plans by City E: L. J. A. 
Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle. *John Laing & 
Sons, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle (negotiated 
tender). 

Carlisle—38 houses at Mortcn estate for 
City C. *Direct labour, £47,712. (Subject to 
Ministerial consent and loan sanction.) 

Clitheroe.—16 houses at Littlemoor site for 
TC. *H. Nicholson & Sons, Barnoldswick. 
£20.720. : 

Coventry.—New warehouse and offices at 
Radford-rd. for Bank & James, Lid. *Thos. 
Bates & Sons, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., Coventry. 

Crook, Co. Durham.—S0 houses at Hall-la. 
and 50 at Watergate for UDC. A: Page, Son 
& Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. *R. G. 
Finlay, Ltd., Ryhope Joinery Works, Ryhope. 
Sunderland. 

Ellesmere Port.—326 houses at North Whitby 
housing estate for BC. Boro’ E&S. *W. E. 
Jones (Contractors), Ltd., Lewin-st., Middle- 
wich, £427,324. 

Fence Houses, Co. Durham.—Additions to 
premises for YMCA. A: S. W. Milburn & 
Ptnrs. (F), 9, Esplanade, Sunderland. *R. E. 
Coleman, Ltd., Western Hill, Durham City. 
£20.000. 

Hackney.—18 flats 
Bakers Hill housing site for 
labour. £51,500. 

Hackney.—18 flats in six-storey block, 20 
flats in five-storey block and five lock-up 
garages at Clapton Common (No. 8) housing 
site for MBC. {Direct labour. £94,350. 

Halesowen.—New factory at Station-rd. for 
Belgrave (Blackheath), Ltd. *Peter Kite, New- 
hse., Carol-cres., Halesowen. 


in six-storey block at 
MBC. {Direct 
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Leeds.—200 dwellings at Brackenwood estate 
for TC. *Hall & Dudley, Ltd., 221, Woodhouse- 
la., Leeds. £263,735.—Erection of Belle Isle 
county sec. sch. for EC. *Gee, Walker & Slater, 
Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby. £214,360.—New 
classroom block at Elmete Hall. *F. Shepherd 
& Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. £57,476. 

Liverpool.—New physics building at Chat- 
ham-st., Chestnut-st. and Peach-st. for Uni- 
versity of Liverpool. tHolland & Hannen and 
Cubitts, Ltd., St. Marys-rd., Garston, Liver- 
pool. 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value :— 

N. Ireland: Resurfacing tennis courts, The 
En-Tout Cas Co., Ltd., Syston, Leicester.. York- 
shire: Foundations and erection aerial masts, 
Cawood Wharton & Co., Ltd., Ripon-rd., 
Harrogate, Yorks. Hants: Building work, 
C. A. Claxon, Ltd., The Storehouse, Penny- 
st., Portsmouth; Anderson Construction Co., 
Ltd., Clifton-hse., Euston-rd., NWI. Fife: 
Building work, J. R. & A. Adam, Ltd., 35, 
North-st., Lochgelly. Lancs: Repairs to rail- 
way track, Grant, Lyon & Co., Ltd., 80, Scotter- 
rd., Scunthorpe, Lincs. Renfrewshire: Re- 
cladding to huts, Craigie Engineering Co., Ltd., 
12. Waterloo-st., Glasgow, C2. Cornwall: 
Building work, Aubrey Long, 21, Harvey-st., 


Torpoint, Cornwall. Devon: Building work, 
Staverton Builders, Ltd., Staverton, Totnes, 
Devon. 


€London (Air Ministry)—The Directorate of 
Contracts has placed new works contracts, value 
£500 or over, for the week ended June 21 as 
follows: Civil Engineering: Upper Heyford, 
Oxon, G. Percy Trentham, Ltd., Pangbourne, 
Reading, Berks.; and Dishforth, Yorks., Con- 
stable Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, Richmond, 
Surrey. Building Work: Blackbushe, Hants., 
A. J. Dunning & Son (Weyhill), Ltd., Andover, 
Hants. Artificers’ Work: Suffolk, Cambridge, 
Newcastle, York, Lancs., Aberdeen, Rigg & 
Remington, Ltd., Booth-road, Colindale, NW9; 
Lincs,, Notts,, Staffs., Middx., and Berks., 
Stokes of Cambridge, Ltd., Trinity Hall Farm, 
Milton-road, Cambridge; and Glos., Bristol, 
Cornwall, Simmons & Hawker, Ltd., Southdown 
Works, Point Pleasant, SW18. 


§London (Metropolitan Police).—Result of 
tenders for building works :— 

Erection of eight M.Q.’s at 6, Elms-rd., 
Clapham. Kind & Co. (Bldrs.), Ltd., £20,125; 
Internal decorations, Huntley-st. M.Q.’s, J. 
Hoare & Son, £819; External and internal 
painting, alterations to kitchen, West Ham P.S., 
W. Oddy, Ltd., £1,256. 

London (War Dept.).—Works 
placed for week ended June 14:— 

Brecknockshire: Roadwork, W. & J. Glossop, 
Ltd.. Bridgend. Hampshire: Sports ground, 
E. Doe & Sons (Contracts), Ltd., Ongar; 
electrical. installations, Spears Electric, Ltd, 
Guildford. Norfolk: Building, W. F. Pointer 
& Sons, Ltd., Norwich. Northamptonshire: 
Painting, Industrial & . Decorative Arts Co., 
Ltd., Mansfield; painting and decorating, A. 
Ward (Nottingham), Ltd., Nottingham. Wilt- 
shire: Dutch barns, De Ville & Lear, Uttoxeter. 
Worcestershire: Roofing huts. Frank B. Price 
& Co. (Roofings), Ltd., Glasgow. Yorkshire: 
Gas supply, United Kingdom Construction & 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Liverpool. 

Manchester.—New Albert Memorial CofE 
sec. sch. at Scropton-st. and Bassett-st. for 
Board of Governors. *John Dickenson & Co. 
(Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough-st., Bolton.—New 
showrooms and offices at Trafford Park for 
W. & T. Avery, Ltd., Birmingsam. *Alfred 
Hodkinson, Ltd., 62, Greenhill-st., Manchester, 
15.—Extensions at John Rylands Library, 
Deansgate, for Board of Governors. *Wm. 
Thorpe & Sons, Ltd., Chester-rd., Cornbrook. 
Manchester. - 

Plymouth.—24 flats at High-st.. Stonehouse. 


contracts 


for City C. *F. J. Stanburv, Ltd., Alexandra- 
rd., Mutley. City A: H. J. W. Stirling (A), 
£41.627. 


Plymouth.—Covered market at New George- 
st. for City C. *A. N. Coles, Ltd., Sutton-rd. 
A: Messrs. Walls & Pearn (in assoc. with City 
A). £269,548. 

Saltburn and Marske-by-the-Sea.—Scheme 28 

-50 houses, Marske: Scheme 28a—S0 houses 
and 10 bungalows, Marske. E&S: R. 
Stroughair. *Readman & Skelton, 29. Gunner- 
gate-la.. Marton, Middlesbrough, £77.141 and 
£89.674. (Subject to confirmation by MH&LG.) 

Sheffield.—Work in connection with founda- 
tions and finishings of Herdings prim. sch.. 
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Gleadless Valley estate. *M. J. Gleeson (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield, 
£71,727. Erection of superstructure. *Vic 
Hallam, Ltd., £32,886. 
south Shields——51 houses at Ravensworth- 
terr. *W. Leech (Builders), Ltd., Clayton-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. ' : 
Todmorden.—Extensions at Frith Mill for 
J. H. Temperley & Son, Ltd. *Direct labour. 
Wallsend.—New church at High Farm for 
Diocese of Newcastle-on-Tyne and Hexham. 
A: P. J. Stienlet & Son, 4, Queen-sq., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. *William Leech, Ltd., 2. 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, : 
Walthamstow.—Four shops and six maison- 
ettes on Wood-st./Linford-rd. site for BC. 
*C. Paine & Son, Ltd., £17,234. (Subject to 
approval of MH&LG.) ; 
Westminster.—Excavation, foundations and 
r.c. framework of new American Embassy, 
Grosvenor-sq., W1. A: Eero Saarinen & Asso- 
ciates, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, USA, in 
association with Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall. 
2, Hyde Park-pl., W2. Consulting struct. eng. : 
Felix J. Samuely, BSc(Eng), MICE, MIStructE, 
FIAS, MIWE, MConsE, 8, Hamilton-pl., W1. 
dl Cyril Sweett & Ptnrs., 37-41, Bedford-row, 


Birmingham’s £8m. Programme 


Four-storey blocks of maisonettes have a 
prominent place in Birmingham’s house 
building programme for next year, when it 
is proposed to spend about £8m. in pro- 
viding 3,267 flats and houses, 1,000 garages 
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and 20 shops. The House Building Com- minor modifications, Wolverhampton Cor 

mittee believes that the four-storey maison- poration’s compulsory purchase orde 

ette is a reasonable compromise between a affecting property in parts of Lie 

house and a multi-storey block of flats when Stafford-street, Bone Mill-lane, Beaumont: 

land is scarce. street, Hill-street and North-road. Th 
Building costs in the 1958 programme are area is to be redeveloped for industrial and 

expected to average £155 less per dwelling residential use. 

than a year ago; this is because fewer 

multi-storey flats are included. There is a. 

keener tendering by builders and more 0 

economies have been made in design. The t t i 

largest scheme in next year’s programme is cu of @ hy 0 

that at Hawkesley Hall and Moundesley using 

Hall, where 990 dwellings are to be built. 

Cadbury Bros. recently lifted a covenant 3” BROAD - ACHESON 

which hitherto prevented building there. Mmey-¥e):17-V: 11 Lc: 1 Molel t- 

High Flats, Midlands for inner leaf of cavity walls 


Smethwick is unlikely to go ahead with a BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, w} 
£1,750,000 multi-storey flat scheme after 
being informed unofficially that the Minis- 
try of Housing will not advance a subsidy. 
The borough council has 7,000 families on 
its housing list. Building space is almost 
exhausted and the only hope of meeting the 
demand is by building upwards. 

Wolverhampton’s second scheme for 11- 
storey flats is planned for land between 
Lower Stafford-street and North-road. The 


Minister of Housing has approved, with STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co {ro 
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